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INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ACTION/HANDOUTS/ 

INFORMATION 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
Sandra Tondat • Sandra Tondat, Superintendent of Education for Ward 11 schools, 

welcomed everyone to the second Public Meeting of the Yonge-Eglinton 
Program Area Review and thanked all for coming out to participate in the 
community consultation process. The purpose and content is the same as 
the public meeting held on Tuesday, October 20th with some additional 
information following-up on questions raised at the first meeting . 

• Welcome and introduction of PART members. Thank you to Trustee 
Shelley Laskin for her commitment, work and support throughout the 
process. Thank you to those members from outside Ward 11 and FOS 
WR08: Kathleen Garner, ER16 who is the Superintendent of Education for 
Northlea E & MS and Wilmar Kortleever, French as a Second Language 
Advisory Committee (FSLAC), parent representative for Ward 13. 

• Introduction and recognition of Resource Staff: Daniel Castaldo, Joyce 
Kwong, Jeff Latta and Wendy Roberts. 

• Appreciation for the work and support of Principals and School Council 
Representatives from the schools involved in the Yonge-Eglinton Program 
Area Review Process. 

• Introduction of Interpreters 
• Reminder that childcare is available in the staff room. 
• Purpose of the meeting is to present to the community the PART (Program 

Area Review Team ro osed scenario to address the accommodation 

Handouts 
Audience Feedback Form 
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and program pressures in the Yonge-Eglinton area. This includes 
background information, program & accommodation pressures, over 
capacity in schools, process, status quo, possible solutions, and next 
steps. 

• Information will be provided on transitioning from K-5 school and to a 
Grade 6-8 school. 

• Opportunity for questions and answers 
• Audience Feedback Form - please complete and return at the end of the 

meeting. 
• Trustee Shelley Laskin shared the news from the Ministry that Davisville 

Jr. PS has received capital priority funding in the amount of $14.7 Million to 
rebuild Davisville Jr. PS/Spectrum Alt. Sr. 

• Still waiting for approval from the Ministry for the Hodgson Sr. PS addition 
but it is in the Board Capital plan. 

2. BACKGROUND/PROGRAM AREA REVIEW PROCESS 
Dan Castaldo Daniel Castaldo provided a chronology and outlined the process that has resulted 

in the Yonge-Eglinton PART. Data and information is posted on the Yonge­
Eglinton Program Area Review website. 

• Long-Term Program and Accommodation Strategy (LTPAS) - TDSB's 
LTPAS, approved by Trustees in May 2014, identified a number of studies 
to be undertaken to resolve current and future accommodation pressures 
in Yonge-Eglinton Area. 

• 198 studies were identified in the L TPAS to take place over the next 10 
years (2015-2024). Many schools in the Yonge-Eglinton area projected to
be over 100% utilization by 2024. 

 

• Many schools are small and/or constrained school sites (i.e. Eglinton Jr. 
PS - 1.6 acres with no space for portables and is not structurally designed 
for a vertical addition). TDSB average school site is 4.9 acres. 

• Some schools may require accommodation/program solutions for the 
2016/17 school year. 

Yonge-Eglinton Accommodation Studies: 
• Phase 1 - December 2014: creation of new Extended French program at 

Forest Hill Jr. & Sr. PS beginning September 2015. Decision to keep 
Extended French program at Eqlinton Jr. PS for students in Eglinton 
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• TDSB does not receive Education Development charges (EDCs). EDCs 
are levies placed on new residential and non-residential development by 
school boards to support the cost of acquiring new land for schools in 
growth areas. Under the current legislation school boards must 
demonstrate that the total enrolment must exceed the available capacity to 
qualify. Current legislation mandates that EDCs only be used for the 
purchase of land to support schools in growth areas, not to support the 
cost of building new schools or renovating/adding existing ones. Cannot 
purchase land. 

• TDSB does not qualify under the current regulation due to the availability 
of space at both panels across the district (presently 50,000 available 
spaces across the district). Any potential closures, although not yet 
determined, would not close the gap between total capacity and total 
enrolment. 

• Major legislative change is required in order to meet the needs of the 
TDSB and other school board across Ontario. TDSB has been 
advocating to receive EDCs and for increased funding to deal with 
renewal and growth. 
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September 2016 vs. September 2017 Implementation: 
• Staff report with final recommendatiions to go Board ofTrustees in February 2016. 

• 	 September 2017 implementation would ensuire a proper transition for students and 
staff at all affected schoo'ls. 

• 	TDSB Planning and Facilities staff to work with admin:ist.rators of all four feeder 
schoo!ls - Davisviille Jr. PS/Spectrum Alternative School, Eglinton Jr. PS, Maurice Cody 
Jr. PS, and Oriole Park Jr. PS - to ensure students can be accommodate for 2016/ 17 
school year. 

• 	There are opportunities to undertake renovations at schools involved in this review 
to maximize space for programming, as required. 

From 20 & 27 October, 2015 
Slide Deck Presentation 

From 20 & 27 October, 2015 
Slide Deck Presentation 

Re-aligning middle school attendance area boundaries 

Areal 
Apart of Eglinton Jr. PS' attendance area 
feeds into Glenview Sr. PS for grades 7 & 8 
instead of Hodgson Sr. PS (1 student on 
average per year; many student enrolled 
Into French Immersion In this area). 
Proposing boundary change to align 
Hodgson Sr. PS' middle school attendance 
area wtth Eglinton Jr. PS' junior 
attendance area. 

Area2 
Hodgson Sr. PS' existing attendance area 
includes a small portion of Allenby Jr. PS 
and North Preparatory Jr. PS' junior 
attendance area (1 student on average 
per year). 
Proposing boundary change so this area 
feeds into Glenview Sr. PS instead ~f 
Hodgson Sr. PS. 

Area3 
Aportion of Oriole Park Jr. PS' attendance 
area feeds to Forest Hill Jr. & Sr. PS at 
grade 7 (averaging 3 students per year). 
Proposing boundary change so all of 
Oriole Park Ir. PS' junior attendance area 
feeds to Hodgson Sr. PS. 
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Jeff Latta 
Sandra Tondat 

• Need to create capacity and explore creative options. Staff working on a 
draft study -provide update to Board in February 2016 and full report will 
be presented to Board in June 2016. Report will look at spaces in 
developments for satellite sites. Developments may be for mixed use. 

• Working with the City of Toronto and development community on the 
potential of a "vertical school". 

• Childcare Sites - in conversations with the City of Toronto, the preference 
is to house childcare in schools but in cases of accommodation and/or 
program pressures, childcares may be relocated to another location in 
order to make space in a school. Sites could be incorporated in new 
residential developments. 

• Question regarding obtaining funds from developers: 

• Answer: Section 37 of the Planning Act ­ contributions from a developer to 
offset negative impact on community. Funds cannot be used for 
improvement of school building. Used for negative impact on the 
community (i.e. new building casts a shadow on an existing playground, 
funds can be used to redevelop the playground). Approved through City of 
Toronto. 

• Grade changes help address accommodation and program pressures such 
as limited space in schools, limited access to gyms, music rooms, and 
afford increased programming opportunities for students. 

• Reaching maximum capacity at our schools . 

' 

5. TRANSITIONING TO A GRADE 6-8 SCHOOL: BENEFITS, CHALLENGES, AND PROCESS 
Sandra Tondat 
Introduced Ian Wilson, 
Principal at Hodgson 
Sr. PS. Ian has 
teaching and 
administrative 
experience at a Grade 
6-8 school. 

Ian Wilson, Principal at Hodgson Sr. PS shared information on the 'middle school 
experience' for students, parents, staff and the community. 

• Not a new model 

• Presentation included topics such as similarities and differences between 
K-6 & 6-8 schools, transitions, increased programming (teachers able to 
specialize in such subject areas as math, art, music & coaching), extra­
curricular activities, more lunch options, leadership opportunities, rotary 
timetable, increased independence, social awareness and emotional 
growth and development of learning skills & organization (longer time to 
prepare for secondary environment) . 

10 



Differences and similarities between a JK-6 schoo·Ito a 6-7-8 middle s·chool 

Grade 6-8 Middle 
School 

Distance to school 

Multiple classes per grade (5 or more) 

Many teachers (including a home room 
teacher) responsible for all subjects 

More lunch options 

JK-6 Junior School 

Close to home 

1 to 2 classes per grade 

1 -3 teachers for everything 

Eat at school or at home 
I 

Across the TDSB, there are currently 
29 Grade 6 to 8 schools and 92 JK-5 schools. 

• 

From 20 & 27 October, 2015 
Slide Deck Presentation 
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• 	 Students at Hodgson Sr. PS for 3 years: ability to get to know the students 
for a longer period of time building stronger relationship. Guidance 
counsellor works with students which is important for transition to 
secondary school. Counsellor provides age level support for students' 
social & emotional needs and works with parents during transitions. They 
are another caring adult who works with students. 

• 	 Better understanding of the needs of and supports for students with special 
education needs. Additional year to get to know students. 

• 	 Transition to Grade 6 and three years to prepare for transition to Grade 9 
• 	 Facilities - Science lab, Design & Technology lab, cafeteria, tiered music 

room, skating rink 
• 	 Specialized programs - teachers with backgrounds in specialized subject 

areas such as music, physical education, art, etc. Help support clubs and 
other student activities (i.e. school offers music/bands). Extra-curricular 
and clubs support social development of students (i.e. Social Justice). 

• 	 Sports teams for Grade 6 students - Toronto District Elementary School 
Sports Association (TDESSA). 

• 	 Transition in 2017: a great deal of planning and preparation required for 
the number of Grade 6 students going to Hodgson. Work with principals 
to ensure space/programming is in place for September 2017. 
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Grade 
Configuration #of Schools 

JK-SK 1 

JK-4 3 
JK-5· 92 
JK~· 155 

JK-7 1 

JJ<-8 145 

Grade 
Configuration #of Schools 

Grades 1-5 1

Grades 4-8 5 

Grades ~ 2 

Grades 6-8* 29 

Grades 7-8 26 

Grades 7-9* 7 

'Please note tha there a re a number of active Program Area RClliews at are exploring trans itioning away from the 
Ju nior High Sc ool model (Grade 7-9) a nd into t eMiddleSchool model {Gra de 6-8}. Pending completion of those 
processes and approval of the recommendations by the Boa rd, many new JK·S schools and Grade 6-8 schools wil l 
emerge. The number of JK-6 schools wi ll dec rease as a res ult. 

• Active Program Area Reviews looking at moving away from the Junior 
High School model (Grade 7-9) to Middle School model (Grade 6-8) . 

• Grade Span Configuration Research: differing conclusions on the 
correlation (positive and negative) between school grade configuration and 
student achievement, performance on standardized tests, emotional well­
being , safety, rate of suspensions and long-term achievement (student 
achievement on graduation and post-secondary applications). 

• SES (Socio-Economic Status) appears to have the highest net effect on 
school performance. 

• Some studies indicate that Grade 6 students do better on EQAO in JK-6 
schools while others stress the developmental , social and emotional 
simi larities between Grade 6 - 8 students as opposed to Grade 5-6 
students. 

• Early intervention , parental engagement and effective educational 
practices supporting students' individual learning and needs appear to be 
more important than school grade span configuration. 

From Frequently Asked 
Questions and Answers 
posted on the Yonge & 
Eglinton Program Area Review 
website 

6. NEXT STEPS 
Sandra Tondat • Will take comments, questions and suggestions (including Audience 

Feedback form) back to the Program Area Review working team for 
preparation of the Yonge-Eglinton Program Area Review Report. The 
PART will be meeting again prior to the final Public meeting on Tuesday, 
November 17, 2015, 7:00p pm at Hodgson Sr. PS. At this meeting the 
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PART recommendation will be presented to the community. 
• Opportunity to make deputations at the Planning and Priorities Committee 

meeting one week before the February 2016 Regular Board meeting. 
• Presentation from this evening's meeting is posted on the Yonge-Eglinton 

Program Area Review site on The TDSB public website. 
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/AboutUs/StrategyPlanning/Communitylnvolvement.a 
spx 

7. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Question: Extended French at Hodgson - how will students be supported and 
what will their timetable look like? 
Answer: Supported in the same way students are in the regular program. They 
will spend more time with their home room teacher who will be teaching subjects 
in French. Rotary for other subjects (instruction in English). 

Question: How many Grade 6 classes will there be in the transition year? 
Answer: There will be 7. 

Question: Space made available at schools by moving to a JK- 5 grade span 
configuration from JK-6. With the enrolment pressures, will available space be 
required in the future? 
Answer: Space will be reclaimed and used for regular classrooms or original 
purpose. This will benefit all students - music classroom, more time in the gym, 
ESL & HSP classes returned to regular size classrooms. 

Questions: What will be the impact of proposed scenario on the Extended 
French classes at Forest Hill Jr. & Sr. PS? 
Answer: Currently, 2 Grade 4 entry point classes for Extended French 
(September 2015) and effective September 2016, 1 Grade 4 entry point class for 
EF. Program will continue to Grade 8. Follow application procedure and adhere 
to application deadlines. All TDSB be students requesting French programs are 
guaranteed an offer of placement. However, it may not be in the school closest to 
their residence. Changes from year to year. Try to place students in a program 
in the closest school where there is space. It's not uncommon for students to be 
placed in a school further awav. Transportation is provided in these situations. 
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