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Q#1:   What is the difference between Early French Immersion (EFI) and the  

Middle French Immersion (MFI) in Toronto District School Board (TDSB)? 
 

➔ Early French Immersion begins in Junior Kindergarten and the Middle French 
Immersion begins in Grade 4.  

➔ Both programs are considered Intensive French programs where students 
develop their proficiency in French by studying French language as well as other 
subjects taught in French.  

➔ Both the Early French Immersion and the Middle French Immersion programs 
are designed for families who do not speak French at home. 

Q#2:  Will the Middle French Immersion students blend with the Early French                             
          Immersion students?  
 

➔ Yes, the students who entered the Grade 4 Middle French Immersion program 
were always meant to blend with the students from Early French Immersion in 
Grade 9 French Immersion, and not before.  

➔ The two programs blend in Grade 9 as one French Immersion program in 
secondary.  

➔ Each elementary French Immersion program is distinct based on the subjects 
taught, entry points, and the level of exposure to the target language. However, 
both programs allow for the required number of French instructional hours to be 
achieved before entering Grade 9 (minimum 3800 hours).  

➔ Information can be found on the French Review page, on “Fact Sheet – Middle 
French Immersion” (located at the bottom right hand side of the page). Please 
visit the French Review and Upcoming Changes to French Programs page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Elementary-School/School-Choices/French-Programs/French-Programs-Review-Recommendations-and-Implementation-Plans
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Q#3: What are the current pathways? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

EFI 
 

(Early 
JK 

Entry) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry School  Middle School Secondary 
School 

Graduating 
Year 

Blake St Jr PS 

 
Earl Grey Sr PS 
 

 
Malvern CI 

 

 
June 2026 

 

Jackman Ave Jr PS 

Withrow Ave Jr PS 

Duke of Connaught Jr & 
Sr PS Duke of Connaught                

Jr & Sr PS 
 Morse St Jr 

Dundas Jr PS Queen Alexandra                 
Sr PS 

Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS  
DA Morrison MS 
 

East York CI Earl Haig PS 

Fraser Mustard ELA Thorncliffe Park ES - 
DA Morrison MS 

RH McGregor ES Cosburn MS Leaside HS 

MFI 
(Middle 

Gr 4 
Entry) 

Presteign Heights PS Gordon A Brown MS Malvern CI 

Diefenbaker ES Cosburn MS Leaside HS 
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Q#4: What are the new pathways? (Noted changes are highlighted in yellow) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EFI 
 

(Early 
JK 

Entry) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Entry School  Middle School Secondary 
School 

Graduating 
Year 

Blake St Jr PS 
 
 
Earl Grey Sr PS 
 
 

 
Danforth CTI 

 

June 2027 

Jackman Ave Jr PS 

Withrow Ave Jr PS 

Duke of Connaught Jr & 
Sr PS Duke of Connaught               

Jr & Sr PS 
Morse St Jr 

Dundas Jr PS Queen Alexandra             
Sr PS 

Earl Beatty Jr & Sr PS  
Cosburn MS 

East York CI 
Earl Haig PS 

Fraser Mustard ELA Thorncliffe Park ES - 
Valley Park MS Leaside HS 

RH McGregor ES Cosburn MS East York CI 

 

MFI 
(Middle 

Gr 4 
Entry) 

Presteign Heights PS Gordon A Brown MS  

East York CI 

Diefenbaker ES Cosburn MS  
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Q#5: My child is in the Early French Immersion program at Earl Grey Sr PS, Duke  

of Connaught Jr & Sr PS, Queen Alexandra Sr PS, or Morse St Jr.  
Will this pathway change impact them?  

 
➔ Yes, their pathway will change to Danforth CTI and will come into effect for the 

students currently in Grade 6 Early French Immersion and all subsequent 
student cohorts.   

➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Kindergarten. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the changed pathway. 
 
Q#6:   My child is currently in the Middle French Immersion at Earl Grey Sr PS,  

Duke of Connaught Jr & Sr PS, Queen Alexandra Sr PS, or Westwood MS. 
How does this pathway change impact them? 

 
➔ The pathway for the Middle Immersion students remains Danforth CTI. 
➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Grade 4. 
➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the same pathway. 

 
Q#7:   My child is currently in the Early French Immersion at Earl Beatty Jr & Sr  

PS or Earl Haig PS. Will this pathway change impact them? 
 

➔ Yes, their middle school pathway will change to Cosburn MS and will come into 
effect for the students currently in Grade 3 Early French Immersion and all 
subsequent student cohorts.  

➔ The secondary school pathway will remain East York CI. 
➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Kindergarten. 
➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the changed pathway. 
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Q#8:  My child is currently in the Early French Immersion at Gledhill PS, Secord  

PS, or O’Connor PS. How does this pathway change impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Early French Immersion students remains DA Morrison MS 
to East York CI. 

➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Kindergarten. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the same pathway. 
 
Q#9:  My child is currently in the Early French Immersion at Fraser Mustard  

ELA or Thorncliffe Park PS. How does this pathway change impact them? 
 

➔ Yes, their middle school pathway will change to Valley Park MS and their 
secondary pathway will change to Leaside HS.  

➔ All pathway changes will come into effect for all students graduating as of 2027 
and all subsequent student cohorts.  

➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Kindergarten. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the same pathway. 
 
Q#10: My child is in the Early French Immersion program at RH McGregor ES.  

Will this pathway change impact them?  
 

➔ Yes, their pathway will change to East York CI and will come into effect for the 
students currently in Grade 6 Early French Immersion and all subsequent 
student cohorts.   

➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Kindergarten. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the changed pathway. 
 
Q#11:  My child is currently in the Middle French Immersion at Presteign Heights          

 PS or Gordon A Brown MS. How does this pathway change impact them? 
 

➔ Yes, their pathway will change to East York CI and will come into effect for the 
students currently in Grade 6 Middle French Immersion and all subsequent 
student cohorts.  
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➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Grade 4. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the changed pathway. 
 
Q#12:  My child is currently in the Middle French Immersion at Diefenbaker ES or  

 Cosburn MS. How does this pathway change impact them? 
 

➔ Yes, their pathway will change to East York CI and will come into effect for the 
students currently in Grade 6 Middle French Immersion and all subsequent 
student cohorts. 

➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Grade 4. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will follow the changed pathway. 
 
Q#13: My child is currently attending Bowmore Rd Jr & Sr PS or Birch Cliff PS.  

How do these pathway changes impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Early French Immersion students remains Malvern CI. 
➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Kindergarten. 
➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 

 
Q#14: My child is currently attending Adam Beck Jr PS or Williamson Rd Jr PS. 

How do these pathway changes impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Early French Immersion students remains Glen Ames Sr PS 
to Malvern CI. 

➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Kindergarten. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 
 
Q#15 My child is currently attending Middle French Immersion at Cliffside PS or  

John A Leslie PS. How do these pathway changes impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Middle French Immersion students remains Malvern CI. 
➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Grade 4. 
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➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 
 
Q#16: My child is currently attending Middle French Immersion at Grenoble PS or 
Valley Park PS. How do these pathway changes impact them? 

 
➔ The pathway for the Middle French Immersion students remains Valley Park MS 

to Leaside HS. 
➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Grade 4. 
➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 

 
Q#17: My child is currently attending Early French Immersion at Northlea EMS.  

How do these pathway changes impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Early French Immersion students remains Leaside HS. 
➔ Early French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Kindergarten. 
➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 

 
Q#18: My child is currently attending Middle French Immersion at Bedford Park or  

Forest Hill Jr & Sr PS. How do these pathway changes impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Middle French Immersion students remains Leaside HS. 
➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 

Grade 4. 
➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 

 
Q#19: My child is currently attending Middle French Immersion at Cassandra PS,  

Denlow PS or Rene Gordon HW Academy. How do these pathway changes  
impact them? 
 

➔ The pathway for the Middle French Immersion students remains Milne Valley to 
Leaside HS. 

➔ Middle French Immersion refers to students who began French Immersion in 
Grade 4. 

➔ All subsequent cohorts will continue to follow the same pathway. 
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Q#20:  What about curriculum and programming for French Immersion at  

 Danforth CTI? 

➔ The Danforth CTI French Immersion program is the same as the program at all 
TDSB secondary French Immersion schools. 

➔ Students in the French Immersion program are taught based on the same 
curriculum documents that they would be in the English program except that the 
language of instruction is French. 

➔ The only curriculum specifically for French Immersion students is the French as a 
Second Language curriculum. 

➔ In secondary French Immersion programs, subjects taught in French will vary 
from school to school depending on the qualifications of the staff of the school 
and the identified learning interests and needs of students. 

Q#21:  What support will be in place for these students who begin Grade 9  
 Immersion in September 2027? 

➔ It is important to remember that the language acquisition for students has been 
progressing right from the start of the French Immersion program.  

➔ The key support will come in Grade 9 when the teaching staff will receive 
students from the different program backgrounds in the FIF (French Language) 
class and will employ the range of differentiated instruction strategies that are in 
the repertoire of all teachers to support students.  

➔ Grade 9 French teachers have experience with differentiating for students from 
the various Intensive French programs (i.e., Immersion) as they have always 
blended once they begin high school, and as we know the instructional hours for 
both these programs are also different.  

Q#22:  Will the Sibling Rule apply for students with siblings in the French 
 program? 

➔ There will be no opportunity for younger sibling access as of 2026 and beyond. 
 
Q#23:  Can an older sibling from Malvern CI, Leaside HS, East York CI attend  

 Danforth CTI French Immersion? 
 

➔ Danforth CTI will begin with only Grade 9 French Immersion and roll up a grade 
each year; there is no opportunity for older sibling(s). 
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Q#24:  Can an older sibling from Malvern CI, Leaside HS, East York CI attend Danforth 
CTI in the regular English program? 

 
➔ Families interested in applying to Danforth CTI in the regular English program 

would submit an application via the Secondary School Without a Boundary 
central online process within the appropriate time frame.  

➔ For more information please visit the following the Secondary School Without a 
Boundary website. 

 
Q#25:  What do students in French Immersion achieve at the completion of their  

 studies in secondary French Immersion? 
 

➔ TDSB Certificate of Bilingual Studies in French Immersion - Students who 
successfully complete the French Immersion program are eligible for the 
Certificate of Bilingual Studies in French Immersion.   

➔ To receive their certificate, students must complete 10 courses in French 
Immersion:  

FOUR (4) French courses of the program (Grades 9 to 12).  SIX (6) 
remaining credits may be completed at any level in other subjects offered where 
French is the language of instruction.  

 
Q#26:  How do I attend another French Immersion school if I do not wish to attend  

 Danforth C&TI? 
 

➔ If a student wishes to attend a French Immersion program at a school other than 
the one designated for their home address, the parents/guardians/caregivers 
may apply via the Out-of-Area Admissions procedure prior to the deadline.  

➔ For information regarding the Out-of-Area Admissions procedure, including 
forms, please visit the Out-of-Area Admissions page. 

➔ Please follow the process as indicated within the timelines specified on the online 
application. 

➔ There is no guarantee of placement via the Out-of-Area Admissions procedure. 
No transportation is provided. 

 

Q#27: What happens if my child opts to not continue with French Immersion at 
secondary? 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-your/School/Out-of-Area-Admissions
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➔ Your child returns to their English designated secondary school by address. 

 
Q#28:  Why is the first year of implementation in 2026 for Danforth CTI?   
 

➔ The new French program for Danforth CTI will be implemented for September 
2026 to ensure a viable cohort of students. 

Q#29: Why not expand the program at Malvern CI? 

➔ Expanding the French Immersion program at Malvern CI is not an option given 
the school’s current and future enrolment and accommodation pressures.  

➔ The current enrollment at Malvern CI is 134% utilization. The projected 
enrollment for September 2025 is 141% utilization.  

➔ Additionally, the school currently has 4 portables on site and is expected to 
receive 2 more in September 2025.  

➔ The school will continue to experience long-term growth that will affect the 
accommodation pressures at the school. 

 

Q#30: Why is the TDSB redirecting Thorncliffe Park ES into Valley Park MS, if   
Valley Park MS is also facing accommodation pressures? 

 

➔ The purpose of the French Immersion pathway changes is to address 
accommodation pressures as well as better align students with a closer French 
Immersion program. 

➔ Valley Park MS is the closest middle school with an established French 
Immersion program to Thorncliffe Park PS. 

➔ Students in the Thorncliffe Park PS regular English program already feed into 
Valley Park MS. 

➔ We will continue to monitor the situation at Valley Park MS and explore solutions 
to provide accommodation relief. 

Q#31:  Is transportation provided for secondary French Immersion students? 
 

➔ As per the Transportation of Students Policy P020, Transportation (TTC) is not 
provided for Grade 9 to 12 French Immersion programs.  

 

https://ppf.tdsb.on.ca/uploads/files/live/93/185.pdf

