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Dear Parent/Guardian

Welcome to the 2021-22 school year!  I hope that you and 
your family had a safe and enjoyable summer.

As the elected public school board trustee for your 
community, my role is to advocate for you and your 
children, and to represent the needs of all students and 
parents/guardians in the Toronto District School Board.

As we prepare to return to a more normal school year, the 
TDSB is doing everything possible to ensure the health and 
safety of all school community members, while also 
providing the best academic experience possible for 
students, supporting mental health, well-being and 
considering the needs of families and staff.  We will 
continue to take our direction from Toronto Public Health 
and the Ministry of Education and provide updates in a 
timely manner.

For the most up to date information on learning models, 
mental health and well-being resources, health and safety 
measures, our pandemic recovery plan and so much more, 
please refer to This www.tdsb.on.ca/school-year-2021-22.  
webpage will continue to be updated with relevant 
information and resources to help support you and your 
family.  

I want to thank you in advance for your understanding, patience 
and partnership as we work together to welcome both students 
and staff back to school, and overcome any challenges that may 
arise due to the on-going pandemic.

To stay informed, please sign up for my e-newsletter by emailing 
me at david.smith4@tdsb.on.ca and visit my webpage at  
www.tdsb.on.ca/ward17. For system-wide news about the 
Toronto District School Board, subscribe to TDSB Update at 
www.tdsb.on.ca/TDSBupdate and follow the TDSB on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.  You will also continue to receive 
important information and updates from your school and the 
system via email.
Thank you,

David Smith
Trustee, Ward 17, Scarborough Center

On June 1st, 2021, the TDSB launched the first ever 
Centre of Excellence for Black Student Achievement.
 

The Centre is housed at Winston Churchill Collegiate, 
home of the Africentric Leonard Braithwaite program. 
It is focused on impacting access, opportunities and 
changing outcomes for Black students across TDSB. 
Major support for students begins with the adults and 
leadership development. We believe when staff have a 
raised consciousness of anti-racism, and specifically 
Anti-Black Racism, achievement and well-being for 
Black students will increase. We are also focusing on 
how we approach pathways and transitions, special 
education, student discipline and how to build a 
strong foundation in the Early Years in ways that 
support Black students.

The Centre of Excellence for Black Student 
Achievement is founded through a Board initiative 
and Provincial partnership. Trustee Smith will 
actively be engaged to monitor and assist in aiding our 
young people to achieve their potential and excel 
academically. All parties have a role to play in meeting 
measurable outcomes and elevating our Black 
students and their achievement. Trustee Smith wants 
to highlight the role of  Centrally Assigned 
Superintendent Jacqueline Spence and Centrally 
Assigned Principal Karen Murray in spearheading the 
Centre and all aspects of curriculum, programming 
and student success. If you have any questions, please 
feel free to reach out to them. 
 jacqueline.spence@tdsb.on.ca 
and  karen.murray@tdsb.on.ca.

Trustee David Smith would like 
t o  w e l c o m e  M s .  S h e r y l 
Robinson Petrizini as our new 
Executive Superintendent for 
Learning Network 3.  Ms. 
Petrizini has been a long 
serving teacher, vice-principal, 
principal and superintendent 
for over 25 years of service.  Let 
us wish her well in her new role 
as executive superintendent to 
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FALL NEWSLETTER

Toronto District  School Board 
Welcomes the New Director

After 16 months and going through 3 interim directors of the 
Toronto District School Board (TDSB), we were fortunate to 
find an honourable and distinguished member within our 
ranks to undertake this permanent responsibility.  For the last 
29 years, she has served as a teacher, a principal, a 
superintendent, an executive superintendent, and as an 
associate director for the TDSB before leaving to serve as the 
interim director of the Peel District School Board for one 
school year.  

at hand.  She is always looking out to ensure that the needs of 
every single student within our system are met and has 
demonstrated numerous times throughout her illustrious 
career, her desire to go beyond required norms when it comes 
to servicing our students.  Her compassion, her kindness, her 
respect, her love and understanding of all her fiduciary duties 
and compliance have made her an outstanding selection for 
this role.
  

Finding someone to undertake the gigantic responsibility of 
managing the TDSB was an arduous process to the committee 
of eleven members and we looked in every possible corner of 
Ontario and across Canada to find a suitable candidate.  
Managing the Toronto District School Board has many pieces 
to bring together.  We were looking for someone who could 
bring these pieces together since this is the largest board in 
Canada and many other boards look to us for wisdom and 
experience.  We believe that Ms. Colleen Russell-Rawlings is 
deemed the most suitable candidate to bring us to that place 
and we look forward to supporting and working very closely 
with her as Trustees of the Toronto District School Board.

Janay Tonnos             Francesca (Franca) Capano       Navdita (Navi) Siriam 

The 2021 - 2022 school year will be starting with a number 
of changes in our schools on an administrative front in 
Ward 17.  We will be having changes which came as a result 
of retirements and transfers.  These include:

· David and Mary Thomson C.I., Attif Choudhry (P)
· David and Mary Thomson C.I., Eric Lee (VP)
· Wexford C.I./School of the Arts, Karen Ireland (VP)
· Manhattan Park Junior Public School, Janay Tonnos (P)
· Terraview-Willowfield Public School, Francesca Capano (P)
· Maryvale Public School, Navdita Siriam (P)
· St. Andrews Public School, Sherene Sahib (P)
· Glamorgan Junior Public School, Andrea Statton (VP)
· Ellesmere Statton Public School, Georgina Solomon (VP)
· Glamorgan Junior Public School, Aldo Petrucci (P)
· Huntersglen Public School, John Hunter (P)
· Knob Hill Public School, Manuel Liu (VP)

Trustee David Smith has worked very closely with Board 
staff to ensure that the replacements to these schools have 
met all the necessary criteria in servicing our community.  
He would like to congratulate each and everyone in their 
new assignments and would like all responsibilities to be 
maintained and sustained while servicing these individual 
communities.

Attif Choudhry

Moving of Ace1 from 
St. Andrews Public School

To the residents of the St. Andrews community, I would 
like to share with you an update with regards to the Ace1 
students that have been housed at St. Andrews for the past 
25 years.  They are scheduled to leave that facility in the 
2022 school year.  We are still working on some of the 
pieces for a smooth transition and for the St. Andrews 
elementary students return to their regular classroom 
instead of being housed in portables.  I believe that 
portables are temporary units in times of need but I will be 
very delighted to see all students back in the building as it 
was designed for our students.  I'd like to thank the Ace1 
administrators and students that were involved in the 
problems experienced at St. Andrews for showing their 
kindness and respect to our staff and the elementary 
student community.  While there, they lived together in 
harmony in the same housing over the years and I am 
appreciative of their approach to the environments they 
had been placed in.  The St. Andrews community is a 
vibrant community and has shown great signs of growth 
over the past several years.  I'm therefore seeking to 
reclaim the space that had been offered to the Ace1 
program. I know the parents are happy to have their 
children return to that safe space from all the concerns they 
have expressed to me and are looking forward to having all 
portables removed from the site.

New Executive to Learning Network 3

ensure that every student's needs are met in every possible way.  
It is our hope to have a long-serving relationship with trustees, 
staff and superintendents alike to ensure that our community 
and students is well taken care of.  Congratulations!

Trustee David Smith would like 
to congratulate the graduating 
class of 2021.  “YOU DID IT!!” 
Even though these are difficult 
times, you stayed the course as 
a virtual learner in completing 
all your assigned tasks for the 
transitions through all levels.  
Every single category got the 
job done!!  Trustee Smith is 

Congratulations Graduating Class of 2021

quite pleased with all the accomplishments being achieved in 
this school year. 
 
It is the highlight of every school year for Trustee Smith to be 
there, to witness and deliver the Trustee David Smith Award of 
Excellence that he was not able to do due to the virtual 
graduation.  However, he endeavors to get back on track at the 
earliest opportunity to ensure that every student is recognized 
for their accomplishments.  I would like to thank the parents, 
guardians and other members of the families of Ward 17 for 
helping our students be able to reach this unprecedented 
milestone.

TRUSTEE DAVID SMITH ANNUAL FUNFAIR
The annual funfair of Trustee David Smith was cancelled for a second year in a row because of COVID-19 restrictions and 
staying in compliance with the Toronto Public Health for large clusters and close gathering.  This funfair has been known 
to be an icon for our students for the past 12 years that they look forward to for the closure of the school year.  Trustee 
Smith looks forward to having this event to bring that sense of enjoyment and excitement to all of Ward 17 and beyond.  
He is therefore looking forward to having a bigger and brighter funfair next year if everything is in place and the approvals 
are granted.  Many parents and students alike have called asking if there would be a funfair this year. Unfortunately, the 
team had to apologize in letting them know that we are unable to create such fun and excitement as per usual.  Please 
check my webpage below for updates as to planned activities over the school year.  

Over  the  course  of  the  Covid-19 
pandemic, which as a result caused the 
closure of schools, as we enter a virtual 
space, the TDSB has invested in over 

NEW DAVID AND MARY THOMSON CI 

Centre of Excellence for 
Black Student Achievement

RETURNING OF LAPTOPS AND CHROMEBOOKS

80,000 chrome books and laptops which were issued 
systemwide to students who were in need of these devices.  
As we are getting ready to reopen schools in September 
2021, the IT department has sent out to parents, guardians 
and students for the safe return of those laptops in order for 
them to be cleaned up and serviced before the new school 
year.  Trustee David Smith is requesting that all devices be 
returned.  To make it easy for anyone, you can drop your 
technology off at any one of our TDSB schools.
.  
The Board and senior staff are working on a long 
term/strategy that would allow each and every student in 
the TDSB to be assigned a laptop or chrome book in the 
future.  However, that plan is not in its final stage as of yet.  
Trustee Smith will try to inform you as soon as that 
information becomes available or you can continue to 
check in on the TDSB website listed below.

Karen Ireland   Eric Lee

 Sherene Sahib               Andrea Statton           Gergina Solomon

Ms. Russell-Rawlings

Please join me in welcoming Ms. 
Colleen Russell-Rawlings as our 
new Director of Education for the 
Toronto District School Board.  

I have worked closely with Ms. 
Russell-Rawlings for over 11 years 
and can attest  that  she is  a 
professional at her task and duties 

Trustee Smith believes that education is the surest  way to help children succeed.
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Trustee David Smith continues to work with the transportation 
department and other members of the Board to ensure that our 
transportation (buses) are going to be much more effective and 
efficient in getting students to school on time in the 2021/2022 
school year.  As you are aware, COVID-19 has continued to cause 
buses not to be working on schedule for reasons including not 
having sufficient drivers for assigned routes. This is a matter that 
we are looking very closely at trying to amend before the start of 
the school year.   As a result, our carriers have given us assurance 
that they will try in every possible way to meet all timelines and 
schedules.  Please let us continue to show great poise and patience 
as we try to return to normalcy of our transportation force.  As you 
are aware, the new school year always starts with a number of 
wrinkles.  However, we are hoping that every student that 
requires transportation will be served on time.

Trustee Smith would like to express sincere gratitude and thanks to the outgoing principal of 
David and Mary Thomson C.I. Trustee Smith wishes to recognize principal Papaconstantino 
for his hard work and dedication over the past 11 years.  Principal Papaconstantino began his 
administrative duties through Ward 17 at Bendale B.T.I. He then moved onto Winston 
Churchill C.I. where he was instrumental in achieving the installation of the Leonard 
Braithwaite program, the first Afro-centric high-school program in Canada.  Principal 
Papaconstantino completed his last 8 years in Ward 17 at David and Mary Thomson.  During 
this tenure, principal Papaconstantino was a project manager for the completion of David and 
Mary Thomson's new school and athletic field.  Throughout his tenure, he has demonstrated a 
consistent understanding of the importance of students' needs, development, and concerns.  
Principal Papaconstantino has been promoted to a centrally assigned principal role in 
Learning Network 2 in the Northwest.  Trustee Smith would like to wish him all the best in this 
new experience and endeavour.

her exemplary work in servicing her schools and keeping the 
Trustee fully apprised of work in her schools in Ward 17.  
Because of her tenacity, her courage, her work ethics and clear 
understanding of the students needs, I'm hereby recognizing 
her and would like to thank her for all that she has done.  The 
information that I present was not only from my observation 
but from community members whom have called me and have 
informed me of some of the things she has done to help them out 
in times of need within her learning network.  I'm very 
delighted by the caring concerns that she continues to 
demonstrate in serving the schools that are within her care and 
so I'd like to express my heartfelt thanks to her for a first-year 
superintendent who has done a great job in serving her 
communities and schools.  In closing, I'd like to say 
congratulations and keep up the good work in community 
building. 

Thanks to Outgoing Principal William (Bill) Papaconstantinou

Trustee David Smith encourages residents, if you would like to receive my newsletters or update. You may contact me at: david.smith4@tdsb.on.ca or you may call at 416-395-8787

Transportation

Trustee Smith recognizes 
Pargat Mudher, father of five 
and a long-standing advocate 
for community building in 
Scarborough.  We would like to 
thank him for the years of 
service and contributions and 
hope that he continues to be a 
beacon to encourage students 
i n  c o n t i n u e d  p o s i t i v e 
direction.  

Shout out To Pargat Mudher 
for Contributions to the Community

SAFETY IN OUR COMMUNITY
Trustee David Smith, along with the Toronto Police 
Services, is preparing for a safe return to school.  We are 
therefore asking all motorists to yield to pedestrians in 
school safety zones and obey the posted speed limits.  The 
Toronto Police Services will be patrolling school zones, 
monitoring speed, conduct and parking rules to ensure 
that these areas remain safe for our students and 
pedestrians.  In addition, there are cameras in school 
safety zones that are monitoring your speeds as you go 
through.  We should all try to avoid getting ticketed since 
the fines are very steep.  They can be avoided by keeping 
within the speed limits within a school safety zone.   

We encourage parents to walk their children to school to 
relieve some of the vehicle congestion in the school zones, 
and to maintain a healthier and safe environment.  If 
children are riding bikes to school, please ensure that they 
are wearing helmets and remind them to follow bike safety 
rules. Thank you for paying extra attention to this area of 
student and community safety.

caretakers, lunchroom supervisors, etc.
Trustee Smith believes clean air ventilation is an 
important piece during these times.  There are several 
steps that should be followed to ensure that we are 
meeting our goals and objectives in safeguarding our 
students and staff.  These include:  

·  windows and doors be left open whenever possible.
·  A cool-down assigned area
· Austin Air Purifier HEPA filters placed in every
  classroom

During these unprecedented times of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we have invested in a number of Austin Air 
Purifiers (HEPA filters) that are assigned to every 
workable classroom to ensure that there is clean-air 
circulation to those in closed spaces.  Trustee Smith has 
gone through a number of inspections of schools in 
Ward 17 to ensure that these purifiers are installed. He is 
happy to report that in his walkabout, these fans are well 
in place to receive our children in the new school year 
and wishes to thank the care-taking staff for all the hard 
work they have done to ensure that every classroom is 
properly served.  The filters in the HEPA filters will be 
changed on a regular basis to ensure there is no trapping 
of dust or any other substance that may inhibit or 
compromise the air-quality within each and every 
school. 

The trustee is a strong advocate of tree-planting and 
lawn maintenance of the school grounds.  He believes in 
the planting of sufficient trees to promote the release of 
fresh oxygen while filtering out carbon dioxides. 
Maintenance of the lawns and school grounds has 
always been paramount in the mind of the trustee to 
ensure that student health and well-being are always 
being taken care of in the highest order. 
 

Let us all as parents/guardians continue to remind our 
children to not lower their guard during these times.  
They must remember to wear their masks, wash their 
hands, sanitize and to keep a safe distance.

HEPA Filters and Clean 
Air/Environment

The 2021 school year has not gone 
by without notice.  As we all are 
a w a r e ,  d u r i n g  t h e  C o v i d 
pandemic, there have been many 
restrictions on how we were able to 
perform our duties.  However, 
some of us have gone beyond our 
duties to ensure that our student 
community and families have 
been well maintained and looked 
after in a professional, kind, and 
caring manner.  Today, I would 
like to recognize Ms. Liz Holder for 

The TDSB budget for the 2021/2022 school year is estimated at 
3.5 billion dollars. Trustee David Smith has added a chart to 
show you the breakdown as to how our dollars will be allocated 
to the various categories.
The largest part of the TDSB budget always goes into the hiring 
of teachers which this year will be 76% of the budget.  This 
amounts to 2.7 billion dollars.  This money will go into 
instruction which relates to staffing costs, staffing training, 
providing learning material for the students and equipment for 
the classrooms.  Trustee David Smith has provided you with a 
link below that will allow you to gather further information on 
the important pieces in the budgetary process.  Trustee Smith 
continues to encourage members of the constituency to attend 
the pre-budget consultation meetings where they can give their 
input for consideration to the budget process prior to approval. 

Trustee Smith strongly believes 
i n  a  h e a l t h y  a n d  c l e a n 
environment for  student-
learning.  The Trustee will 
continue to monitor and ensure 
that these exercises are carried 
out on a regular basis.  He will 
endeavor to ensure every 
student's needs are met while 
they are in care of the Toronto 
District School Board under the 
direction of our teachers, 

BACK TO SCHOOL PLANS
Trustee David Smith believes that now that we are getting 
ready to go back into schools in 2021/2022, we, as parents, 
need to start reminding our children about going to bed early, 
the importance of getting a good night's sleep for a functional 
day to be successful in the school environment.  Trustee Smith 
has always said, “He who fails to, prepares to fail”.  Boys and 
Girls, let's get that rest!  Let's be prepared to take on this new 
year.  I know you can do it!  I believe you can do it so let's work 
together to take on every single school day in a clear and 
positive way.  Please go through your checklist to make sure 
that you have all the required pieces that you will need for your 
daily activities.

Trustee David Smith reminds students and parents of the new 
school safety measures including all students wearing face 
masks, physical distancing, hand washing and being clear that 
these measures are for health and safety reasons by the 
authority of Toronto Public Health. Trustee Smith is aware 
that residents may become weary from the various directions 
from health officials and may be aware of the necessary steps.  
However, we need to familiarize and remind our children on a 
daily basis about our expectations to keep them safe from 
harm.  

The TDSB trustees and staff 
worked tirelessly day and 
night to come up with a safe 
s c h o o l  o p e n i n g  p o l i c y .  
Trustee  David  Smith  i s 
encouraging everyone to be 
aware that we all have a role to 
play in keeping everyone safe.

Trustee David Smith would like to 
thank Ms. Novlette Mitchell for 
working alongside him in Ward 17 
as the community liaison and 
outreach staff for the past 10 years.  
Happy 10year anniversary!  Ms. 
Mitchell has been exemplary in a 
professional, kind, and caring 
manner to the Ward 17 community. 
She is extremely approachable, 
front-facing and is welcoming to all 
new Canadians and people from all 
backgrounds.  She is willing to 
participate in every activity and is 
someone you can depend on.  
Thank you for your years of service 
to the community.  I also want to 
congratulate you on embarking on 
another community piece by 
serving as president of the new 
chapter of the Lions Club. You are 
indeed a community builder, and I 
look forward to working with you 
for many more years to come.

Recognizing 
Community 
Outreach Staff 
for tenures of 
Service towards 
Ward 17

He is also recognized for his volunteer work and for being 
the Parent Involvement Advisory Council (PIAC) 
representative for Ward 17 Scarborough Center.  If you 
would like any information about PIAC, you can reach 
Pargat using the contact information listed below.

Construction at our 
Schools in Ward 17

Trustee David Smith in consultation with Facilities department has 
created a designated list of construction work to be undertaken in various 
schools in Ward 17. This list is would be shared with constituents for a clear 
understanding of work being done and continues to be done in schools 
throughout our community. If you require further information, please 
email to david.smith4@tdsb.on.ca 

On Saturday, July 17,2021 TDSB 
Trustee David Smith met Skyler 
Williams, spokesperson for 1492 
Land Back Lane, and other First 
Nations People, at the First Nations 
l a n d  r e c l a m a t i o n  c a m p  i n 
Caledonia, Ontario. Since July 19, 

Haudenosaunee Land Defenders have been peacefully 
reclaiming land along the Haldimand Tract, just south of 
Caledonia. The Haldimand Tract was land given to Six 
Nations, in 1784, for supporting the British during the 
American Revolution. “However, the Canadian government 
has unlawfully sold the land to developer Mackenzie 
Meadows.” The Haudenosaunee people have voiced that these 
“injunctions serve as a colonial mechanism to deny its people 
their ancestral lands and resources, which fundamentally 
violates their rights as sovereign.” “Land Defenders must be 
acknowledged and respected. Governments must honour 
their past agreements, and stop the state’s violent imposition 
of its power on Land Defenders who are exercising their right 
to protect these lands.”

1492 LAND BACK LANE

Acknowledgement of 
Superintendent
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