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	Stories of Climate Change Education 
Toronto District School Board - Climate Literacy & Leadership Program

	Woburn CI’s STEP club empowers students in climate action and justice

	Kari O’Grady, Gr. 9-12, Woburn Collegiate Institute
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	Learning Outcomes: (1-2 for students)
· Woburn STEP executive members will develop leadership training and experience as they manage project goals
· STEP initiatives will expand to the broader community, from school level to neighbourhood
	Climate Concepts & Actions:
· Run an “Exploring our Gardens” event where students, parents/guardians/caregivers and community members can tour Woburn’s garden spaces
· Participate in a community art mural installation project
· Learn more about pollinator gardens, native plant species, and growing a community vegetable garden

	Learning Activities: (brief description of main activities)
This year we expanded the urbanized garden, tended by the students and community volunteers.  Local community members both contribute and profit from this garden, as they participate in the summer maintenance and harvest. This has been a beneficial collaboration, encouraging newcomer youth and local racialized or low income residents to socialize, learn from each other, and promote the respect for the land.  There are opportunities to learn about food sustainability and land stewardship, as well as networking to learn about local businesses, organizations, and governmental services geared to support these groups.

Through an LSF grant, Woburn students participated in planting a new pollinator garden in the quad. They learned about native species, garden maintenance, and sustainability while learning new skills and earning volunteer hours.
STEP club students also hosted an “Exploring our Gardens” event where students, parents/guardians/caregivers and community members can tour Woburn’s garden spaces. This included games for children, donations from the local community, and plenty of opportunities to spread the love of gardening and network. Finally, Woburn students were invited to participate in a mural contest at a local park.  Students submitted their artwork design, which was approved by the city. Then students and community members came together to paint the mural.

STEP club is very proud of our growth as leaders this year, and we are looking forward to a great 2025!

	Lessons Learned: (1-2 about CCE teaching practice)
· The power of community and networking
· What can be accomplished when we come together as a team
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Celebrating the completion of the

Climate Hub mural at Woburn Park by
design contest winner, Alexis
Romero, a Woburn Cl student and
2024 Woburn Climate Action Youth
Ambassador (WCAYA) volunteer.




