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Land Acknowledgement



Who is She?

Tara Mabon (she/her)
Project Lead, Youth Climate Action 
Grants



TransformTO Net Zero Strategy

The City’s TransformTO Net Zero Strategy has set Toronto on a 
path to reduce community-wide greenhouse gas emissions to net 
zero by 2040.

The Net Zero Strategy the responds to the climate emergency 
declaration from 2019.



2030 Short-term Goals



Where Toronto’s Emissions Come From

Heating single family homes is the single largest source 
of emissions in Toronto. Most of those emissions are 
from natural gas used for space and water heating. 

Transportation emissions accounts for 35% of overall 
community-wide emissions, with most of those coming 
from gasoline used in passenger cars and trucks.

The remaining 9% of emissions are generated by waste. 
Emissions come from landfills, organics and yard waste 
processing and wastewater treatment processes.  



• Launched in 2022
• Open to TDSB & TCDSB schools
• Up to $1,000 per project
• Student-led projects, activities and events 

that help Toronto achieve its GHG emission 
reduction goals

• 87 projects at 70 schools have been funded 
since launching

Youth Climate Action Grants Overview



Student-
Teacher 

Collaborations

Student 
Councils

School Clubs 
and Teams

Classroom 
Projects

Student Groups 
that Partner with 
Parent Councils

Who Can Apply?

Student-led groups, including;



Help reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions in Toronto

What 
projects are 

eligible?

Created and delivered by students

Educate and engage students, 
families and community members on 
climate change and climate actions



Eliminating single-
use and takeaway 

items

Sharing and 
repairing

Food gardens 
and promoting 

local foods

The 3Rs (reduce, 
reuse and/or 

recycle)

Climate change 
learnings

Cycling and low-
carbon transport 

promotion



Community 
Education & 
Engagement

Twentieth 
Street Junior 

School – Garden 
Empathy 

Connection



Demonstrations 
& workshops (in 
person/online)

Community 
planting & 

maintenance 
days

Dedicated social 
media & web 
page, video 

content

Toolkits, how-to 
guides, lesson 

plans

Seed sharing, 
plant giveaways

Citizen science 
projects

Community bike 
trains/rodeos

Second hand 
swaps/free 

markets



Key Steps
& Timeline

Karen Kain 
School of the 
Arts – Giving 
Local Mimico 
Creek a Voice



1

2

3

4

5

Submit a request for funding application by 
October 31, 2025 (11:59 p.m.)

Get feedback about your project idea

Submit a full grant proposal by 
November 28, 2025 (11:59 p.m.)

Full grant proposal review

Project approval

Woburn 
Junior Public 
School – Eco 

Wraps

https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/youth-climate-action-grants/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/youth-climate-action-grants/


October 1

Request for 
Funding 

Applications open

October 31 
by 11:59pm (midnight)

Request for Funding 
Applications 

deadline

November 28
by 11:59 pm 
(midnight)

Full Grant Proposal 
deadline

December 

Application Review

Key Dates

January 2026

Project Approval

February-June 2026

Projects 
implemented

June 2026

Final Reports Due. Project complete!*

Priority will be given to projects completed before the last day 
of the current school year; however, we will consider 

applications for projects that will be completed within one year.



Creating a 
Project 
Budget



Research your 
budget items to 
accurately 
estimate 
project costs

Proposing a Budget

Make sure 
items are 
eligible and that 
you do not go 
over allowed 
amounts

The maximum 
amount of 
funding a group 
can request is 
$1,000



Budgets cannot exceed $1,000. 
• Project supplies such as paper, pens, poster boards
• Raw materials such as wood, screws and soil
• Rental or small equipment purchases
• Event promotion/communication
• Space rental
• Skilled labour (for example, hiring a contractor to 

build a garden box)*
• Food and refreshments (no bottled water)*
• Honouraria for voluntary services*

*Up to 25% of total grant request

Eligible Costs

St. Basil-The-
Great College 
School – St. 

Basil’s Birds at 
Risk Project



Past 
Projects

St. John Paul II 
Catholic 

Secondary School 
– SJPII Community 

Garden



Loretto Abbey – Repair Cafe



Bloor Collegiate Institute –
Miniature Wind Turbine 



Ogden Junior Public School –
Ogden Grows



Everything you need to know lives at 
toronto.ca/youthclimategrants 

https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/water-environment/environmental-grants-incentives/youth-climate-action-grants/


416-392-1127

toronto.ca/youthclimategrants

climateactiongrants@toronto.ca

Thank you!
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