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Two Row Wampum - 1613 

This agreement was between the Houdenosaunee and the Dutch, and it represents their ships sailing down the river together. The idea is that they were to have equal space, sovereignty and self-determination, and that one would not interfere with the other.
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Image from: Onondaga Nation: Two Row Wampum: Guswenta
There were many different Treaties made in what we now call Canada, including The Two Row Wampum. Some Treaties were made between Animals and People, some were between different First Nations, and others were between First Nations and Settler Governments. Those treaties were promises and agreements made between the two groups of people to share the land and its resources. 
• In the Two Row Wampum, the three rows of white beads symbolize (mean) peace, friendship, and respect. The two purple rows represent the Haudensaunee and Dutch. 
• Were the promises of the Two Row Wampum kept? How do you know? 
(Read the excerpt from Treaty Information below for more info) 
• How might things be different for First Nations People if they had been kept? Write a one paragraph answer and share it with someone in your family.






Treaty Information 
13. Treaty Obligations. Treaties create obligations and duties for the treaty partners. After negotiations, both the Crown and the First Nations had agreed to obligations in the treaties. The First Nations peoples agreed to share their land with the newcomers; the government agreed to deal with the changes that First Nations peoples encountered as a result of the influx of settlers and occupation of their lands, and agreed to protect their existence as distinct societies.
14. THE TREATIES ARE A LEGAL UNDERTAKING. The treaties are recognized by Canadian law as a legitimate way of reconciling the interests of First Nations peoples with the interests of the migrating newcomers. The treaties are recognized as solemn, sacred and lasting agreements that create legally enforceable obligations. Since 1982, treaty rights are protected by the Canadian Constitution (the supreme law of the land) in Section 35, which recognizes and affirms “existing Aboriginal and treaty rights.” 15 
15. TREATIES ARE SUPPORTED BY INTERNATIONAL LAW. The treaties are international in status, responsibility, duty and application. Treaties are recognized and supported by international law as documents which support, uphold and confirm First Nations’ universal and international status as peoples. Treaties were negotiated on a nation-to-nation basis, therefore they are international in nature.16 
16. THE BENEFITS FOR NEWCOMERS. As a treaty settlement, the crown believed they were to receive: 1) peaceful access to lands for settlement, farming, railways and development; 2) peaceful settlement in the West; 3) minimal costs for westward expansion and prevention of costly wars with First Nations peoples; and 4) protection for western lands by stopping American expansion, as well as other benefits. 
17. THE BENEFITS FOR FIRST NATIONS PEOPLES. As a treaty settlement, First Nations peoples believed they were receiving: 1) physical survival of their nations; 2) peaceful relations with the newcomers through ongoing equitable relations; 3) respect for cultural and spiritual survival as distinct nations by the preservation of their distinctive traditions and institutions; and 4) a transition to a new lifestyle by learning different technologies within education, economics and health, as well as other benefits. 
18. THE PROVISIONS OF TREATY. The treaties are not frozen in time and are understood to be evolving to suit the conditions of the day. They are, however, also unchangeable. In matters of interpretation Canada’s Supreme Court has ruled that interpretations of treaty shall be made in favour of the intended beneficiaries: First Nations peoples. The most common provisions of the written treaties for First Nations peoples and the newcomers can be found in the chart on page 14 

From: Treaty Essential Learnings 
https://www.horizonsd.ca/Services/SafeandCaring/Documents/TELS.pdf , Pg 13



Wednesday, September 23 

Grid paper for family agreement can be found on the next page.

• Talk about what you know about promises and agreements with your family. 
• With your family, talk about one thing that is important to all of you, something you agree on. How will you keep that agreement with your family? Decide on one image to represent your agreement, then design and draw it on the grid paper. 
• Afterward, talk about how you would feel if the agreement was not kept? How would you be able to continue to trust the people you had the agreement with if they broke it?
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Thursday, September 24 
Read the text “The Powerful Impact of Activism: Autumn Peltier on Walking for Water and Standing Up to Make a Difference for the Environment” from ETFO Voice, Spring 2018. With thanks and used with permission from ETFO. 

After reading the text, talk about it with someone in your home. These questions will help you: 
• Who is Autumn Peltier? Why do you think the interviewer, Izida Zorde, chose to interview her? 
• How is water important in your life? What does Autumn say about the importance of water? 
• What actions have Autumn and her aunt taken to teach people about protecting waters? 
• She states, “There are many First Nations communities that cannot drink their water. Canada is one of the richest countries in the world. Why should our people be living in these conditions?” What actions can you do to bring attention to this? 
Autumn states: “Anybody can do this work” and “that everyone must help with the clean water issue, recycling and taking care of the environment.” 
Write a journal entry about what actions you can take to support this work. The following questions can be used to guide you: 
· What can you do personally to protect water? 
· What can you do in your home to teach others about water? 
· What can you do locally (in your community, school, etc) to teach people about the importance of water, and what they should do to help protect it? 
· What actions can you take to help heal waters?


Friday, September 25 

Students are to look at Water is Life (Fish) Poster and Water is Life (Frog) Poster from [Onaman Collective] (below)

Look at the posters Water is Life, and think about: 
• What does it mean to you? 
• What message is it sharing with the viewer? What do the poster designers want us to think, feel, and/or do? 
• How is it designed? 
Using your own ideas, pictures, and words, you will create a poster that is about saving, protecting, and/or healing water. Here are some guiding questions to help you: (You may want to make a plan first with notes, then create your poster from your plan.) 
· Who or what will you have on the poster? Why? [people, animal, plants] 
· What is the message of your poster? What do you want people to learn, think about, or do? 
· What words and images will you have? 

Afterward, share this with someone in your home and tell them what your poster is about.
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Friday, September 25 
Given what you learned this week, write a letter that you would send to the Prime Minister. Consider what you may ask him questions about and what facts you may provide him with. Remember to organize your letter with an opening, supporting arguments and a summary.


Dear _________________

Paragraph One: Opening facts, questions and introduction to arguments
Paragraph Two: Arguments for one point you make
Paragraph Three: Arguments for a second point you make
Paragraph Four: Arguments for a third point you make
Paragraph Five: Wrap it up and summarize the letter

Thank you,

Your Name
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