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PRIOR LEARNING RECOGNITION AND ASSESSMENT

PLAR is:
● An opportunity for students to obtain credit(s) toward the Ontario Secondary 

School Diploma for knowledge & skills acquired outside of a secondary 
school classroom through personal/educational experiences

● A formal evaluation and accreditation process of the Ontario Secondary 
Curriculum

PLAR is not: 
● An opportunity to learn course content, guided by a teacher
● An independent study
● Based on the quantity of experiential learning or expertise in a discipline 

(e.g. athletics, arts)



Prior learning is assessed and evaluated to determine whether 
the student has met the Ontario provincial curriculum 
expectations.

Students and parents should review the overall and specific                                          
expectations for the targeted course prior to submitting the 
Application Package

Students may have extensive knowledge of a subject area 
that is not aligned with the Ontario curriculum on which
they will be evaluated.

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/subjects.html
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/curriculum/secondary/subjects.html


•Students must be currently enrolled and attending a 
TDSB secondary school or Continuing Education 
program

•Students must have completed the prerequisite 
course prior to beginning the PLAR  challenge (or in 
progress

Who is eligible to challenge a credit?



What courses can students challenge?
• Students can challenge any grade 10, 11, or 12 course that 

is currently taught in the Toronto District School Board at 
a day school, and is developed from an Ontario Ministry 
of Education curriculum document

•

Students are eligible to challenge...
• A maximum of four credits through the PLAR challenge 

process
• A maximum of two credits in any one discipline

https://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca/en/


Students are not eligible to challenge courses:

• previously passed
• previously failed
• which overlap significantly with another completed 

course
• where a credit has been earned at a higher level

* please see other exemptions on Fact Sheet 



Courses Excluded through PLAR
• Grade 9 and Level 1 Apprenticeship Training
• Transfer & Locally Developed Courses 
• Cooperative Education Courses 
• Multi-credit Technological Education
• International Baccalaureate
• English as a Second Language (ESL)
• English Literacy Development (ELD)
• Interdisciplinary (IDC) courses
• French as a Second Language (FSL) if the student has earned one or more credits in 

Français (French as a First Language)

NB: Extended/Immersion French students who challenge Core French will be 
removed from the Extended/ Immersion Program



How PLAR is recorded on the transcript 
+ Full Disclosure

For Grade 10 Courses Challenged:
● Percentage grades for successful challenges are recorded

For Grade 11 & 12 Courses Challenged:
● Percentage grade for successful & unsuccessful 

challenges are recorded

May 1, 2026 is the last date for student to withdraw from the 
Challenge without a mark appearing on the transcript.



PLAR Process
The Student:
• Access the application online at on TDSB PLAR site.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR/

• Consult with your Guidance Counsellor when completing the 
Application

• Submit the application and all required documentation to the 
Guidance office by 4:00 pm on February 26, 2026

• Confirm commitment to continue to the evaluation stage by 
April 1, 2026 if the PLAR challenge application has been successful.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR/


PLAR Process
The School:

• Informs students and parents of PLAR policies and procedures

• Reviews application prior to submission and confirms the package is ready for 
submission

• Submits the complete package to the PLAR office

• Notifies the student and family of successful and unsuccessful challenge 
application packages 

• Records the final mark on the Ontario Student Transcript for students who have 
advanced to the evaluation step of the challenge



A. Application Form

• Ontario Student Transcript
• Prerequisite completed
• Prerequisite in progress
• I.E.P. (where applicable)
• All signatures on form

Application 
Package 
Includes:



B. Knowledge and Skills Profile

• Two references 
• Evidence of relevant learning 

related to overall curriculum 
expectations of the course

• Samples of work with the 
connection to overall curriculum 
expectations explained

• Student paragraph (100-200 
words)

Application 
Package 
Includes:













Samples of work may include video 
(.mp4), audio (.mp3), images (.jpg or 
.png), or writing (.doc, .pdf) samples. 
Samples must be submitted as shared 
files (hyperlinks) from the student's TDSB 
Google Drive.  Set the sharing permission 
to  ‘TDSB - Anyone in this group with this 
link can view.’





The Challenge Process: Next Steps
● Scheduling & Coordination: Once approved, the assessor 

and student will collaborate to schedule all required meeting 
times.

● Time Commitment: Students should expect 10–20 hours of 
direct assessment and tasks.

● Timeline Variables: Total duration depends on:
○ Availability of student, assessor, and facility.
○ The depth and quality of evidence provided.



How You Will Be Assessed
Your assessor will design a customized assessment package using the 
Ontario Achievement Chart. You must demonstrate your proficiency 
through multiple methods (e.g., tests, interviews, or portfolios) across four 
key categories:

● Knowledge & Understanding: Subject-specific content and 
comprehension.

● Thinking: Use of planning and critical/creative thinking processes.
● Communication: The expression and organization of ideas and 

information.
● Application: The ability to transfer knowledge and skills to new 

contexts.



www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca



As an example :Below is a summary of Expectations 
required to PLAR a Grade 10 Music Credit  









TDSB PLAR Website
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High
-School/Guidance/PLAR/ 

Ministry of Education 
Website:
www.edu.gov.on.ca

Curriculum Website:
www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca

PLAR 
Additional 
Resources

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR/
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca
http://www.dcp.edu.gov.on.ca


PLAR Key Dates
STEP 1: APPLICATION PROCESS

January 14, 2026 - PLAR Challenge applications available online 
(https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR). 

February 26, 2026 - Applications, with appropriate documentation, must be submitted by 
4:00 pm to the school Guidance Office.

March 25, 2026 - Principal or school designate notifies applicants if their application was 
successful or unsuccessful in proceeding to step 2, the PLAR Assessment. Unsuccessful 
applicants may file an appeal within 5 days.

Successful applicants will move on to step 2 of the process.

April 1, 2026 - Final date for successful students to confirm, in writing, that they are 
committed to undertake the challenge process. Final date for unsuccessful students to file 
an appeal with their Learning Network Superintendent.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/Guidance/PLAR


STEP 2: ASSESSMENT PROCESS

April 7, 2026 to April 10, 2026 - PLAR Assessors contact students to schedule assessments.

April 13, 2026 to May 8, 2026 - Students complete PLAR Assessments

May 1, 2026 - Last date for students to withdraw from Challenge without a mark appearing on 
transcript.

May 27, 2026 - Students to receive final mark



Q & A

Subject-based questions will be addressed during 
the subject-specific Breakout sessions immediately 

after this presentation.



Ready to Challenge? Next Steps
After learning more in the breakout session, and after you have 
reviewed and understood the requirements of the PLAR process, 
please complete the Application forms and portfolio package 
attachments with appropriate documentation to your home 
school guidance office by 4:00 p.m on February 26, 2026. 

If you require more information or assistance please connect with 
your school’s Guidance department.



The Arts: Dance, Drama, Media Arts, Music, 
Visual Arts
Miranda.Blazey@tdsb.on.ca

English
George.Janeteas@tdsb.on.ca

French and International Languages
Liliana.Martins@tdsb.on.ca

Health & Physical Education
Kevin.Dunn@tdsb.on.ca

Mathematics & Computer Science
Jason.To@tdsb.on.ca

Science
Marsha.Ireland@tdsb.on.ca

Social and World Studies & 
Humanities
Melissa.Moorhouse@tdsb.on.ca

Tech & Business
James.Corbett@tdsb.on.ca

Program Coordinator Contact Information

mailto:Miranda.Blazey@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:George.Janeteas@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:Liliana.Martins@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:Kevin.Dunn@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:Jason.To@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:Marsha.Ireland@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:Melissa.Moorhouse@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:James.Corbett@tdsb.on.ca


We wish you good luck!


