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MAY HIGHLIGHTS
· Important Dates, Check It Out Video, Special Education Drop-in Sessions, ASD Summer Skills Development  & Link to Parent Guides & Videos
· DHH Services, Supporting Transitions & Practical Ways to Build Relationships
· Psychological Services-Supporting Students with Hyperactivity and Impulsivity
· TDSB SLP Services-May is Speech and Hearing Month & ADHD Session
· TDSB Summer School & OT/PT Services
· Epilepsy Information Series: Implications of Epilepsy: Beyond Seizures
· TDSB Virtual Fair-Resource Fair
· Planning for Graduation
· Student Spotlight, May is Community Living Month & May is Mental Health Awareness Month
· National AccessAbility Week & Red Shirt Day
· Scholarship Information
Upcoming Important Dates:
ELEMENTARY PD DAYS:
June 6, 2025:  Professional Development
SECONDARY PD DAYS:
June 26, 2025:  Professional Development 
June 27, 2025:  Professional Development 
SCHOOL YEAR HOLIDAYS:
(as per Ministry of Education) 
Good Friday: April 18, 2025 
Easter Monday: April 21, 2025 
Victoria Day: May 19, 2025
WHAT’S NEW
ASD Summer Skills Development Program
The summer session of the ASD Skills Development Program will run from July 2 - 25 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. Principals are asked to share the ASD Summer Skills Development Program - Parent Letter which includes the link for registration to the families of the students with ASD going into Grades 4 - 10 (currently students in Grade 3 - 9). Registration deadline is Friday, May 30, 2025. Spaces in the program are limited.
CHECK IT OUT!!
Removing Barriers: Planning for ALL -Dr. Shelley Moore

Special Education and Inclusion Parent/Guardian/Caregiver Video Series
These videos provide an overview of our Guides to Special Education, designed to help families understand the programs, services, and supports available to students. From learning about Individual Education Plans (IEPs) to navigating the Identification, Placement, and Review Committee (IPRC) process, these resources are here to support you every step of the way. We also encourage you to explore the full guides on the Special Education and Inclusion Website, where you will find additional Special Education resources for families.




D/HH Services
Provincial D/HH Basketball Tournament
The D/HH program at Northern SS hosted a provincial basketball  tournament on April 16, 2025, which included all three provincial schools for the Deaf and the Northern team and team of TDSB students who receive support from D/HH itinerant teachers. It was an exciting day of round robin play. Each team gave their all, but the TDSB team of itinerant students coached by Principal Rohan Robinson were undefeated and emerged victorious in the championship round. It was a great opportunity for students to connect with other D/HH students from across the province. 
Thanks to Northern SS for planning and hosting the tournament! 

Supporting Transitions 
All high school students and parents (or other support persons) who have questions or concerns about the transition to university for students with disabilities are invited to attend the Academic Accommodations and University workshop, hosted by York University.  
Participants will learn about:
· Documentation required to access academic accommodations;
· The supports and accommodations available through Student Accessibility Services at York;
· Transition planning.
This workshop will take place from 7- 8 pm on Wednesday, May 14, 2025. 
To participate, please complete the Registration Form. 

	Practical Ways to Build Relationships

	Start with Small Conversations: Take a moment to greet students by name and ask about their weekend. Little details like their favourite music or hobbies can create meaningful connections and show you care about their lives outside of the classroom.

	Be Consistent and Fair: Clear expectations and consistent consequences build trust and create a safe space for students. When they know what to expect, they’re more likely to engage fully. Every day is a fresh start for everyone.

	Celebrate Successes: Recognize not just academic achievement, but also development in skills like problem-solving and self-regulation. This boosts confidence, and long-term growth.

	Create a Safe Space for Growth: Make sure students know it's okay to make mistakes. Like reading or math, students can also learn how to further develop their self-regulation skills. Encourage a supportive environment where mistakes are opportunities to grow.

	Empower Student Voice: Give students space to share their thoughts and challenges. Encourage open exchanges to strengthen trust and help everyone grow together.








Psychological Services
Supporting Students with Hyperactivity/Impulsivity
Hyperactivity/Impulsivity difficulties can show up in the classroom as blurting out answers, interrupting others, or having difficulty staying seated. Here are some tips to help struggling students succeed.
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Speech Language Pathology (SLP) Services
May is Speech and Hearing Month!
This year’s theme is: SLPs & Audiologists: 
Doing More Than You Think
Speech Language Pathologists do more than you think when it comes to supporting communication differences and celebrating the unique voices of all our students! 
This month, we’re focusing on stuttering, a type of speech difference that affects the way a person talks. Our goal is to share information and offer practical ways you can support students who stutter both at school and at home. For more information and resources, including how to access TDSB’s Speech and Language Services, please visit our website. 
TDSB Deaf and Hard of Hearing staff have created short daily announcements for this month that can be incorporated into school-wide morning messages. 
To learn more about Speech and Hearing Month, please see Speech-Language and Audiology Canada’s website.
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Spring Session for Families with Students with Special Education Needs:
Strategies and resources to support students diagnosed with
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
Wednesday, May 28, 2025, 10:00 am to 11:30 am  Registration Link
Thursday, May 29, 2025 – 6:30 am to 8:00 pm  Registration Link









#TDSBsummer2025
The Elementary Literacy and Numeracy Summer School Program offers the opportunity for students to continue learning in the summer. Programs run from July 2 to July 25, 2025, from 9:00am to 12:00pm.
Programs are offered in-person at various locations to students in Kindergarten to Grade 8. A remote program is available for students in grades 6 to 8.
Registration is online. To fill out an application, please click on the school registration form link at the bottom of this page.
Registration for all Secondary Summer Programs opened on April 22, 2025, at 10:00 am.
Secondary Summer School classes will be held from July 2 to July 25, 2025, Monday to Friday, from                8:45 am to 3:30 pm. 
Through the Continuing Education Secondary Credit Department:
· All Grade 9 and 10 credit courses will be delivered through synchronous learning;
· All Grade 9 to 12 credit courses, students will attend face-to-face classes with a 
teacher at selected locations. 
Select Grade 11 and 12 online Summer credit courses will be delivered asynchronously 
through e-Summer Program. These classes are only available in July.





TDSB OT/PT Services 
Supporting Children Through Transitions
From Welcome to Kindergarten Open Houses, to Post 21 graduation, supporting our students through these many life changes and stages need preparation to ensure smooth transitions. 
Be prepared with these checklists from the OT/PT Google Site: OT/PT Checklists for Transitions   
You can share the OT/PT Public Google Site and download the linked resources for parents/caregivers as they are registering their child for kindergarten to ease the transition to big school. 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) is characterized by a persistent pattern of inattention and/or  hyperactivity and impulsivity that interferes with functioning and development.  
Help support our students with ADHD with some of our new resources:
ADHD and Sensory Processing 
ADHD and Movement 
ADHD and Fine Motor Development 
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 IMPLICATIONS OF EPILEPSY: BEYOND SEIZURES – Epilepsy and Memory (Children)
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RESOURCES
Planning for Graduation/Graduation Fair 
for Students with Disabilities/Special Education Needs
Who?
All TDSB students with disabilities and/or special education needs who are planning ahead for graduation and their families 
In-Person Event
Join us for a special in-person planning event to support students as they prepare for graduation and life beyond school!
✨ Explore Information Booths Featuring:
     🌟 Community Support Services and Post-21 Programs
     💼 Employment Assistance Agencies
     🎓 Academic Institutions & Accessibility Services Offices
     ☕ Refreshments will be provided!
Come discover resources, ask questions, and connect with supportive organizations that are here to help with your next steps.
*Click the hyperlinks above to see which agencies will be in attendance. 




When & Where?
🗓 Wednesday, May 14th, 2025
🕔 5:00 PM – 8:00 PM📍 Avondale Public School,171 Avondale Avenue; Toronto, ON M2N 2V4
Avondale PS is a barrier-free, fully accessible location.
🚗 FREE parking is available on site.
 If you have any questions, please contact specialed@tdsb.on.ca. 
Register at: https://bit.ly/gradfairMay14 or by using the QR code below. Walk-ins are also welcome.
Register here:
[image: QR code for registration - accessible via https://bit.ly/gradfairMay14 ]










RESOURCES
Student Spotlight
Please take some time to view this video about Matteo, a student at Oriole Park PS. Matteo is supported by staff at his school and others. His story is one that centres high expectations, belonging, and joy. Matteo and his family work alongside the staff and students at Oriole Park to nurture a space where all students feel welcomed and valued. Dad’s words are below:

Matteo's Story: HOW I LEARN - April, 2025 - 10 min
This film demonstrates the power of community and celebrates Oriole Park’s great contribution to Matteo’s learning and feeling of belonging. 
For four years now I have been making new films about learning differences and inclusion to mark World Down Syndrome Day.  Using this film as a conversation starter,  I have visited many Toronto area schools and given volunteer presentations about learning differences and inclusion. The presentation includes screening the film, discussion and interactive dramatic role play, where students get a chance to play the part of Matteo and his peers.
I believe this film has great power to encourage discussions about tolerance, acceptance, and learning together. It is my hope that this film can be screened throughout TDSB schools and beyond and be leveraged to support efforts for inclusion and equity. 






May is Community Living Month
Community Living Month is a province-wide annual awareness campaign to recognize the accomplishments of the Community Living movement. Join Community Living Ontario and our 124 local associations across Ontario as we show why #AuthenticInclusion matters for people who have an intellectual disability and their families!
The Community Living movement strives to promote authentic community inclusion for the more than 250,000 people who have an intellectual disability and their families in Ontario. Community Living Ontario has been advocating for over 70 years for a society where people who have an intellectual disability belong and have equal rights, respect, acceptance, a sense of self-worth and opportunities for growth.
While intellectual disabilities can often be associated with negative stereotypes and assumptions, Community Living promotes the belief that the gifts, uniqueness and innate value of each person should be celebrated, supported and acknowledged as essential to the completeness of the whole community.
For more information, please visit CommunityLivingToronto








RESOURCES
May is Mental Health Awareness Month
During Mental Health Awareness Month, NAMI joins the mental health community to reaffirm our commitment to building our understanding of mental illness, increasing access to treatment and ensuring those who are struggling know they are not alone.

National AccessAbility Week: May 25 – 31, 2025
 National AccessAbility Week (NAAW) takes place every year starting on the last Sunday in May. It is a time when accessibility and inclusion is promoted across communities and workplaces and a time to celebrate the contributions of Canadians with disabilities. It is also an opportunity to recognize the efforts of Canadians who are actively removing barriers and ensuring persons with disabilities have an equal chance to participate in all aspects of Canadian society.
The increased social and economic inclusion of persons with disabilities has positive economic and social benefits, for persons with disabilities, for business, the economy, and society in general.







Marking Red Shirt Day: May 28, 2025
Red Shirt Day is an annual event in celebration of National AccessAbility Week. It is a day when people across Canada come together and wear red in schools, workplaces and spaces everywhere in order to create a visible display of solidarity: to show their support for persons and families of those who are living with disabilities, celebrate the achievements of people living with disabilities, and to pledge their commitment to help create a fully accessible and inclusive society that honours and
values the contributions of people of all abilities in all aspects of life in Canada.  Red Shirt Day
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Rick Hansen Foundation Scholarship
Rick and Amanda Hansen believe that people of all abilities should have the right to a barrier-free education. The Rick & Amanda Hansen Scholarship for Youth with Disabilities provides financial support to Canadian youth with disabilities to pursue post-secondary education. Funding of up to $10,000 per year (up to a maximum of $40,000) is available for youth with disabilities looking to complete a 1 to 5 year post-secondary program at a publicly funded institution in Canada.
Applications are currently open and will be accepted for the 2025 - 26 academic year until Wednesday, May 14, 2025, at 11:59 P.M. Pacific Time.
Further information and the application for this scholarship can be accessed here.
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Provide Structure, Routine, and Transition Warnings

Use class-wide or personal visual schedules to outline daily activities.
Pictures or charts can help children anticipate and prepare for
transitions.

Try visual timers or non-verbal warnings. Signals such as dimming the
lights 5 minutes before a transition can help students begin to mentally
shift activities.

Set Clear Expectations and Reinforce Them

Clearly articulate classroom rules and expectations. Use simple language
and visual aids to reinforce these rules.

When giving task instructions, make sure they are broken into concise.
and manageable steps. Check for understanding regularly.

Offer immediate, constructive feedback to help children understand the
impact of their behavior and how to improve. Reinforce positive
behaviors with praise or small rewards.

Incorporate Opportunities for Movement

Have short, structured breaks for physical activity (e.. stretching,
dancing, exercise} throughout the day to help children release excess
energy. Incorporate hands-on learning when possible.

‘The use of small fidget toys, alternative chairs or seating, or allowing
standing during work periods, may be helpful. Students may need
support to learn to use these strategies appropriately at first.

Explicitly Teach Social Skills
Use role-playing exercises or structured games to teach and practice
social skill, such as taking turns, listening and sharing.
Teach techniques for managing emotions, lie deep breathing, counting
toten, or positive self-talk to help children cope with frustration.

Collaborate with Support Staff and Parents
Maintain open communication with parents and support staff to ensure
a consistent approach to managing behaviours. Consult with school
counselors or special education teachers when needed to develop and
implement effective strategies.

For more information and resources, please check out our Google Site at:
https://sites.google.com/tdsb.on.ca/ psychologicalservices/home
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Strategies for Parents and Teachers

Get the child's attention early. Children can't
remember what they don't pay attention to in
the first place.

Establish routines to help children know the when
and where of activities.

Keeping things in the same places will
help children know where to find them.

Help the child learn memory strategies. For
example, when you teach left and right, have
them hold both hands up in the shape of an L.
The hand with the forward-facing L is the left
one. To_help them remember how to read a
word with two consecutive vowels, tell them,
“When two vowels go walking, the first does
the talking.”

Ask the child questions about events that
encourage them to remember details. When
you talk about a recent movie, for instance, ask
“What was your favourite part?” or “What did
the hero do?” Fill in the details if they cannot
provide them

Find ways to relate the content you're discussing
to things the child already knows. Connect new
information to the child's own life and interests.
Bring in concrete examples for the child to
explore so the content becomes a meaningful
part of their experience.

Adapted from “Cognitive Deficits in Chidren with Epilepsy”
(Mary L Smith, Anne Galagher, and Maryse Lassonde)
Version Date: July 2015

Use hands-on activities. Children remember

content better when they experience it for
themselves.

Use tools that best suit the child. If a child has
verbal memory problems, use pictures,
photographs, ilustrations, videos, or diagrams.
Encourage them to create images or “pictures in
their head. If a child has visual memory problems,
use verbal or descriptive strategies.

Repeat information. Children remember information
better if they have practice using it more
frequently. Provide the child with activities that
will allow them to practice previous information
often

Writing things down in_ order to remember them is
a practice called “external memory.” Teaching
the child to keep an assignment notebook and a
student calendar can help them remember to do
things. Older children can use aids such as
timers on watches that signal them to do specific
events or a calendar app on a smart phone.

Children retain information better if they actively
think through new information, rather than
simply repeating it

Evaluate your student's understanding of
concepts in ways that do not rely solely

memory. For example, use projects and open
book tests that emphasize memorization
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Saturday, May 3, 2025

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

John Polanyi Collegiate Institute
2 640 Lawrence Ave W,
North York, ON M6A 1B1.

REGISTER BY APRIL 25, 2025 TO SECURE YOUR SPOT
Walk ins Are Welcome!

Food Provided F R
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;  Prizes
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CONTACT USAT: ' virtualfairinfo@tdsb.on.ca
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+. EPILEPSY
Epllepsy Toronto* C Toronto

SChOI arshlps See the Person

+ Applications
Now Open!

Recognizing students with *
epilepsy who have overcome
barriers and continue to
demonstrate resilience in

coping with the challenges of

epilepsy.

APPLY TODAY! (' EPILEPSYTORONTO.ORG/SCHOLARSHIPS )
Deadline: May 12, 2025

ADE ADEGBITE

MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP

Two scholarships of
$1500 each.

CHEUNG-POON

MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP

One $1200 scholarship
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