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Community Advisory Committees


[bookmark: _Hlk115691702]
Name of Committee:	Environmental Sustainability Community Advisory Committee (ESCAC)
Meeting Date:	March 24, 2025 6:30 p.m.
Notes
[bookmark: _Hlk85460593]A meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Community Advisory Committee convened on March 24, 2025, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom Conferencing, with Community Co-Chair Anne Keary presiding.
Attendance via Zoom:
[bookmark: _Hlk94102687][bookmark: _Hlk85460665]Anne Keary (Community Co-Chair), Jonathan Dostrovsky (Don Valley West for Environmental Action), Mieke Foster (Former TDSB Employee), Michael Green (Seniors for Climate Action Toronto), Hilary Inwood (OISE), Dan MacLean (Trustee, Ward 2), Bob Spencer (Community Member), Stefan Sommer (CUPE 4400/JMLEC), Karen Templin (Community Member), Sarah Urquhart (OISE), Markus Caldwell (Community Member), Minaz Akani (Good Futures Collective), 	Comment by Evers, Kristen: This is how she identified herself in a previous ESCAC meeting registration. You can check the Zoom registration report for this meeting to confirm. 
Also present were: Richard Christie (TDSB), Kristen Evers (TDSB), David Hawker-Budlovsky (TDSB), Mary Kokinakis (TDSB), Mahnaz Mirkhond-Chegini (TDSB), Alicia Roberge (TDSB), Jenn Vetter (TDSB). 
Regrets: Linda Naccarato (Community Member), Manna Wong (TDSB Trustee & Co-chair) 



	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS / MOTIONS

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.
	

	Land Acknowledgment
	The meeting began with a Land Acknowledgement
	

	Introductions
	Co-Chairs Anne Keary and Manna Wong and Participants
	

	Approval of February 4, 2025 minutes
	Request made to identify those ESCAC members that 
have worked for the Board in the past, as “Former TDSB Employee.”

	

	Climate Action Report 
	R. Christie described the process for reporting the 2024/25 Climate Action Plan to Board: the report will be presented to Executive Council, then to the Planning and Priorities Committee and finally the Board. 

Although the 2024-25 Climate Action Plan details goals and objectives over seven areas of focus, this ESCAC meeting provided a high-level overview of the following sections: 

Buildings – R. Christie
Projections were shared of unavoidable electrical and natural gas price increases – and while rising rates cannot be avoided, consumption is an area that can be controlled. 

When compared to Ontario averages, the TDSB’s energy intensity per square foot is about 20% higher than its peers even when special circumstances (such as steam plants, pools, ageing buildings) are taken out of the equation.

By changing how energy is managed offers savings potentials over the next seven years amounting to an estimated savings of $36M; a very real and attainable goal, backed by the data derived from the LC1 Pilot project.   

Three top measures outlined as key to achieving the 20% energy reduction goal include: 

-Central control over BAS Schedules
-Strategically invest State of Good Repair and SCI Funding (meeting Ministry criteria while looking for projects with high energy savings potential)
-Reliable Maintenance Funding Source (reinvesting 50% of energy savings into a dedicated maintenance fund)

Cooling and mechanical ventilation was highlighted as another important area of the Report, from a risk management perspective. With the inevitable likelihood of increased frequency of extreme heat, as well as the threat of future pandemics, the time is now to get started on addressing the negative future impacts on students. HEPA filters combined with improved mechanical ventilation are argued to offer optimal benefits. 

Transportation– K. Evers
After buildings, the transportation sector is the City of Toronto’s second leading source of emissions. 

Funded by the Environmental Legacy Fund, investments will continue to made into expanding the TDSB’s own fleet to electric.   

Growing TDSB’s network of electrical vehicle charging stations on TDSB property is another area we are continuing to grow, as detailed at the last ESCAC meeting. 

Climate Education – A. Roberge 
Recent EcoSchools climate education activities, such as the EcoSchools Middle Schools Conference, were highlighted click here.

City of Toronto Youth Climate Action Grants and Tree Education Grants were mapped out showing area rollouts; solar panels also mapped through ArcGIS shared and noted that data is being shared with schools. 

Battery Recycling program outlined and the Toronto Environmental Alliance pilot partnership on reusable dishware. Murals and EcoSchools newsletters, certifications, school visits and other special projects (such as community ecoFairs) and many partnerships (including OISE) were highlighted. 

Teacher workshops shared (e.g., Making the Invisible Visible in Climate Change Education; and Climate Literacy and Leadership Program) as well as Climate Camp, happening again this summer at Mono Cliffs Outdoor Education Centre. 

School energy conservation remains top of mind, especially with smart meter data availability. The TDSB’s 20% energy reduction goal will be the focus of a school campaign to engage staff and students. 

Recommendation was made to improve communication between the City and school boards on environmental engagement activities. There is a City/School Board Committee and it was suggested that the TDSB’s 2024-25 Climate Action Plan be shared with this group.  

	  

	Member Updates/Announcements


	Upcoming events: 
Kew Beach eco community event in September (Jenn Vetter to connect with Bob Spencer)
Dan Maclean’s ecoFair on May 10 at Dixon Grove JMS
Manna Wong’s ecoFair on May 3rd at L’Amoreaux CI

	

	Adjournment
	Meeting ended at 8:08 p.m.
Next meeting – May 13, 2025
	



Next Meeting: May 13, 2025, 6:30 pm 
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