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Community Advisory Committees


Name of Committee:	Inner City Community Advisory Committee (ICCAC)
Meeting Date:	17 November 2022 
Notes
Attendance: via Zoom:
Trustee Alexis Dawson, Ward 9; Trustee Matias De Dovitiis, Ward 4; Cherie Mordecai Steer, Community Member; Robert Spencer, Community Member; Crystal Stewart, Community Member; Ingrid Palmer, Parent; Omar Khan, Parent; Wendy Hernandez, The Neighbourhood Organization; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Michael Lacey, Toronto Public Health
Also present were: Ricardo Francis, Community Support Worker LC1; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC2; Suzan Joueid, Centrally Assigned Principal; Michelle Munroe, Central Coordinator, Parent and Community Engagement Office; Lynn Strangway, Executive Superintendent LC3; Jack Nigro, Executive Superintendent LC2
The following participated by electronic means: Trustee Alexis Dawson, Ward 9; Trustee Matias De Dovitiis, Ward 4; Cherie Mordecai Steer, Parent; Robert Spencer, Community Member; Crystal Stewart, Parent; Ingrid Palmer, Parent; Omar Khan, Parent; Wendy Hernandez, The Neighbourhood Organization; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Michael Lacey, Toronto Public Health; Ricardo Francis, Community Support Worker LC1; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC2; Suzan Joueid, Centrally Assigned Principal; Michelle Munroe, Central Coordinator, Parent and Community Engagement Office; Lynn Strangway, Executive Superintendent LC3; Jack Nigro, Executive Superintendent LC2

Regrets:
Ayan Kailie, Parent; Michael Kerr, Colour of Poverty, Colour of Change; Anna Kay Brown, Jane Finch Education Action Group; Josette Holness, City of Toronto; Sejal Patel, Toronto Metropolitan University; Vicky Tourkolias, Toronto Public Library; Farhana Jogiat, Catholic Crosscultural Services
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/ MOTION

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m.  
	

	Welcome and Introductions of new and returning members.  Setting meeting norms
	Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions were made.
	

	Approval of Agenda
	The agenda was approved.
	

	Update on Committee Membership
	Emmy Patin has resigned from the ICCAC.
Robert Spencer moved that Omar Khan be instated as the new Parent Co-Chair.  The nomination was seconded by Ingrid Palmer.  The motion passed unanimously.
	

	Declarations of Possible Conflicts of Interest
	No conflicts of interest were declared.
	

	Review and Approval of the Notes – October 20, 2022
	The notes from November 17, 2002, were approved. 
	

	Co-Chairs’ Report
	Trustee Dawson assisted with providing the Co-Chairs report.  
The Trustee highlighted points from the December 7 Board Meeting on addressing violence in schools, reiterating that the Board will not be reinstating the SRO program.
The Trustee mentioned that the deadline to complete the Federal Government survey on Food Sovereignty is December 16, 2022.

	

	CSW Update
	Ricardo Francis and Omar Omar, CSW’s for LC1 and LC2, provided the CSW update.


	

	Presentation on PR-531/PR-532
	Suzan Joueid, Centrally Assigned Principal, ESL, provided an overview of the review that’s underway for Procedure 532 (Handling Concerns About Learning Resources and Controversial Issues) and combining it with Procedure 531 (Selection and Approval of Learning Resources) to request the committee’s feedback by January 13, 2023.


	

	Presentation on Food Sovereignty
	Michelle Munroe, Central Coordinator, Parent and Community Engagement Office, gave a presentation on food sovereignty and how it impacts various communities.
	

	Business Arising from November 17 meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk124330857]Motions/Recommendations: National School Food Program motion
	Trustee Michelle Aarts outlined the research that went into the creation of the motion.  The Trustee noted that the average cost of a meal has risen to $2.00 (from $1.20) in 2022 and according to TFSS the province is only covering $0.25 per meal (grant to TDSB ~$7.6 million).  The City of Toronto has renewed calls for an increased Provincial funding and a federally supported National School Food program.  
Members agreed to the recommendation to no amendments.
The recommendation with the following amendments was passed:
Whereas in 2020 the Board resolved that ‘the Chair send a letter to the federal government to urge the government to follow through with its intention to invest in a national school food program’ (1), (without response);
Whereas in 2022 the City of Toronto increased its funding for student nutrition programs, and the Board of Health called on the provincial government to increase funding for school nutrition programs and reiterated its call for the Federal government to establish a national school food program (2);
Whereas the pandemic and inflation have deepened economic disparities and food insecurity, significantly increasing reliance on food banks and jeopardizing existing school food programs through significantly increased costs (3); and
Whereas the Federal government is consulting on a possible national school food policy (link) but has not indicated when they might implement a program or when funding might be available, nor indicated how they might address broader issues of food insecurity (4);
Therefore, be it resolved that: 
(a) The Chair write to the appropriate Ministries within the provincial and federal governments to highlight the immediate need for support for student nutrition and request increased funding, and reiterate calls for a fully funded, national school food program and programs that address food insecurity;
(b) The letter in Part (a) be shared with MPs, MPPs, and other relevant organizations.

1. https://www.tdsb.on.ca//Leadership//Boardroom//AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=M&Year=2020&Filename=200311.pdf
1. https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2022/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-225247.pdf
1. https://hungercount.foodbankscanada.ca/assets/docs/FoodBanks_HungerCount_EN_2022.pdf
1. Federal consultation on a National School Food Policy - https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/school-food/consultation-school-food.html

	Robert Spencer moved the following recommendation, with no amendments, be made, Omar Khan seconded the recommendation, and the Committee confirmed the recommendation:
The Inner City Community Advisory Committee recommends:
Whereas in 2020 the Board resolved that ‘the Chair send a letter to the federal government to urge the government to follow through with its intention to invest in a national school food program’ (1), (without response);
Whereas in 2022 the City of Toronto increased its funding for student nutrition programs, and the Board of Health called on the provincial government to increase funding for school nutrition programs and reiterated its call for the Federal government to establish a national school food program (2);
Whereas the pandemic and inflation have deepened economic disparities and food insecurity, significantly increasing reliance on food banks and jeopardizing existing school food programs through significantly increased costs (3); and
Whereas the Federal government is consulting on a possible national school food policy (link) but has not indicated when they might implement a program or when funding might be available, nor indicated how they might address broader issues of food insecurity (4);
Therefore, be it resolved that: 
(c) The Chair write to the appropriate Ministries within the provincial and federal governments to highlight the immediate need for support for student nutrition and request increased funding, and reiterate calls for a fully funded, national school food program and programs that address food insecurity;

(d) The letter in Part (a) be shared with MPs, MPPs, and other relevant organizations.

1. https://www.tdsb.on.ca//Leadership//Boardroom//AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=M&Year=2020&Filename=200311.pdf
1. https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2022/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-225247.pdf
1. https://hungercount.foodbankscanada.ca/assets/docs/FoodBanks_HungerCount_EN_2022.pdf
1. Federal consultation on a National School Food Policy - https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/school-food/consultation-school-food.html


	Working Group Updates
Membership
LOI
Child Care
	
Deferred to January 19, 2023, meeting
	

	Other Business
	There was no other business discussed.
	

	Next Meeting
	Thursday, January 19, 2023, at 6:00 p.m. 
	

	Adjournment
	Thursday, December 15, 2022, 11:05 a.m. 
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PR 531 Review and Update

Suzan Joueid
Andrea Sykes
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We acknowledge we are hosted on the lands of the Mississaugas of the
Anishinaabe, the Haudenosaunee Confederacy and the Wendat. We also
recognise the enduring presence of all First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples.

Nous reconnaissons que nous sommes accueillis sur les terres des
Mississaugas des Anishinabes, de la Confédération Haudenosaunee et des

Wendats. Nous voulons également reconnaitre la pérennité de la présence des
Premieres Nations, des Métis et des Inuits.




http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/Elementary/Treaty%20AcknowledgementFINAL.pdf



Critical Path

Critical Path- PR531/532




https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnvtRnp4ZMWjeQksYCNkVdxu5BD0B0vKd38T7P6hKbQ/edit?usp=sharing



531 Overview

Provides framework for all aspects of resource selection and
approval (Ministry Requirement)

Considers a wide range of of TDSB policy/procedure and
legislation

Provides a proactive approach and a tiered process for
responding to concerns about any type of learning resource
or concern: content, age/grade, copyright, digital concerns,
etc.





Procedure Goals

Building and Sustaining Trusting Relationships

Building system capacity around Selection and Approval of Learning
Resources

Developing context for wide range of policies, procedures and laws that
may impact resolution of concerns about learning resources

Developing context for the use of resources in learning experiences

Acknowledging and respond to concerns about learning resources from
internal and external community members.

Resolving concerns about learning resources in locally responsive ways
|





Major Changes

Merged PR531 & PR532

Addition of consideration of context of use as part of resource
selection in addition to criteria

Increased emphasis on proactive and intentional approach to
learning resources

When concerns arise: Increased clarity of stages and roles
throughout the process and increased emphasis on conversations
with requesters and on local school responses/responsibility for
both selection/approval and responses

Clearer responsibility for final report (AD and Director)





© NN =

Policy Structure

Rationale

Objective

Definition
Responsibility
Application and Scope
Procedure

Evaluation
Appendices
Reference Documents





" 1. Rationale

To support educators and administrators to select and approve
learning resources with a range of context and

To respond to concerns about learning resources

To address responses to concerns and/or review a learning
resource





2. Objectives

The revised PR531- Selection and Approval of Learning
Resources now includes PR532 content

- outlines the process for selecting and approving learning resources and
responding to concerns about specific learning resources including requests for
review of a specific learning resource.

- outlines the Criteria for Learning Resource Selection.

- outlines the process for responding to concerns about a learning resource





3. Definitions

Classroom Book Collection; School Library Collection

Conference for a Learning Resource Concern; Learning Resource
Concern Review

Requestor

Learning Resources; Supplement Learning Resource; Textbook
Professional Judgment





4. Responsibility

Associate Director- Learning Transformation and Equity





5. Application and Scope

This Procedure applies to parents and all staff, including
educators and administrators, when they are selecting,

approving and using learning resources and whenever a concern
about a learning resource arises.

Parents with concerns that are not related to learning resources
should consult the Parent Concern Protocol (PR505).





6. Procedure

Part A - General Processes for Learning Resource Selection and
Approval

Part B- Establishing Context for Use of a Learning Resource
Part C - Criteria for Selection and Approval

Part D- Responding to Concerns about Learning Resources
Part E - Requests to Review Learning Resources





Contexts of Resource Use

Selecting Resources for Use in Specific Learning Experiences
Selecting Textbooks

Selecting Resources for Classroom Collections for Student
Self-Selection

Selecting Resources for and Developing School Library
Collections





Resource Selection Criteria

Affirming and Reflecting Student Identities and Experiences;

T Additional context
Accessibility, Relevance, and Engagement for Students and for each criteria is

Program; provided within the
procedure

Nature and Degree of Bias;

Compliance with Legislation and Alignment with Curriculum and
TDSB Priorities and Policies;

Indigenous Perspectives and Production; and

Canadian Perspectives and Production.





TDSB staff need to
consider a wide range of
legislation, policy and
procedure as part of the
resource selection
process.

Student Development & Interest
Consider if the resource is appropriate to the
developmental maturity and lived

experiences of the students.

Centre First Nations, Métis, and Inuit perspectives:
Promising Practices in Indigenous Education.

Select resources from an Equity, Culturally Relevant, and
Responsive stance: A Toolkit for Selecting Equitable

and Culturally Relevant and Responsive Resources.
Plan for and engage in critical literacy

conversations with students prior to,
during, and after reading.

Select resources that are current, in good condition,
aesthetically appealing, and engaging.

Provide choice and encourage exploration
of wide ranging resource types.
Support students to develop
resource selection skills.

Digital Privacy Curriculum

& Security Review within current
Prioritize TDSB provided curriculum as outlined
resources.

in Ministry, Board, and
school documents.

Each Time

Read and adhere to

Terms & Conditions Utilize texts from multiple

(pay attention to age YO u Select sources, formats, and
restrictions). Consept perspectives (instead of
forms may be required. Resou rces _J a single text) to support
Discuss use of external . student critical literacy
resources requiring C onsi der development.

personal information with
administrators prior to use.

Ensure students see
themselves reflected in
the materials selected to
support curriculum

Look for authors, illustrators, and
creators based in Canada.

Copyright & Fair
Dealing

Utilize resources licensed by the TDSB
or local schools.

Accessibility &

Universal Design

Consider the suitability of the resource’s
format for student needs and learning goals.

Model respect for intellectual property in lesson creation
by attributing creators and adhering to terms of use
or Fair Dealing.

Use the Fair Dealing Decision Tool and Copyright Matters
to evaluate your use of resources created by others.

Provide choice that includes a variety of accessible
formats and/or the use of assistive technology tools.




https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LKaW35_epfWzu6T7e3_j3S6A-T2APXyoIuPa2jHL2TU/edit#heading=h.e04wargfd8u

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LKaW35_epfWzu6T7e3_j3S6A-T2APXyoIuPa2jHL2TU/edit#heading=h.e04wargfd8u



Learning Resource Concern
Review Committee.

Response Tiers for Concerns

Board level

Only able to be initiated after stages

Local Conference for a X
first tiers are not successful

2 Learning Resource Concern

Initiated by the requestor
School and board level

Different potential outcomes

Provides a framework for information
gathering, fulsome conversation with

the requestor and documentation

process

N Acknowledge and Talk
Two opportunities to reach

successful resolution built into the School and board level
process

Most concerns will be responded

to at this level

| I





Acknowledge and Talk

Educator or staff responsible for resource selection work with
requestor to:

- Acknowledge

- Understand

- Work with and resolve
- Document





Local Conference for a Learning
Resource Concern

Facilitated by administrators initially. Collaborative conversation.
May be led by superintendents if administrator led conference is
unsuccessful or support is required.

Initial context for conversation and documentation method is
included in appendix A: Background information about Learning
Resources

Goal of conference is to develop understanding of the concern and
work with the requestor to resolve the concern.





Learning Resource Review Committee

When requestors feel local and supported conversations

including a Local Conference have not resolved the concern, they
may submit a Request for Resource Review.

Central Process. Report provided to Associate Director/Director

Documentation or requests maintained centrally.
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ICCAC December 15, 2022
Community Support Worker (CSW) Team Update

Ongoing Parent/Caregiver Engagement Initiatives

Ambassador Program

Parent Academy Committee is launching the Parent Ambassador Program for 2nd year
Orientation meeting October 27 with 6 following sessions upon completion
Parents/Caregivers will be provided with a certificate

Supporting the ambassadors with a job or volunteer application has started is ongoing
Session 1: Parent Ambassador workshop on Equity and Anti-Oppression November 17
@6:30pm-8:00pm

The 2022-2023 Parent Ambassador Program wrapped up on December 8th 2022.

Next steps for parent ambassadors is to participate in their area of interests(ICCAC, PIAC,
Parent Academy, School council...etc.)

School Council Innovation Grant(formally known as Parent REaching Out Grant PRO)

Deadline for application is December 16, 2022 original deadline was December 9
Most Model Schools that CSWs support have applied for the grant

Supporting and Nurturing Parent/Caregiver Engagement in Literacy and Numeracy

To narrow the literacy gap, the More Joy Reading student program will run every
Wednesday from November 2 and successfully ended on December 14

More Joy Reading will restart in early February

The Raise a Reader part 1 is on November 29, 2022, followed by Raise a Reader part 2 on
January 24, 2023

Virutal Parent and Caregiver Literacy Information Session and Read to Succeed workshop
were held in different LCs on December 7

The success of these literacy programs is based on the participation of
parents/caregivers and the collaborations with Speech Pathologists, Literacy coaches,
and PORs (Chairs) in supporting this initiative

In addition, there are various numeracy and literacy programs supported by CSWs at
individual schools

The literature reflects the values of CSWs and the TDSB goals on diversity, inclusion, and
anti-oppression

Virtual Parent/Caregiver Literacy Information Session on December 7 this was joint
collaboration between LC1 CSWs and will be offered board-wide

Included in the CSW Holiday Newsletter will be literacy resources and links to Toronto
library resources





Newcomer families

Ongoing CSW support for our newcomer students and their families.

The Welcoming Committee in collaboration with CSW will be providing an in-person
parent/caregiver information workshop at Radisson Hotel that was originally scheduled
for November 25 is now occurring in January as there we number of new families
accounting for 75 new students to the TDSB

CSWs will continue to support board-wide Newcomer workshops for our new
community members with staff, school settlement workers, and external agencies
CSWs are also supporting with the referrals to TDSB translation and interpretation
services

Addressing Food Security and poverty reduction

Addressing Food Security (Food Security is a priority. Inflation has had a detrimental
impact on our families

We are closely working with our Student Liaison Officers from the Student Nutrition
Program, Settlement Workers, and external agencies to address the issue.

Other initiatives such as clothing swaps are in place to alleviate the costs to families.
Addressing the biases toward our most vulnerable community members.

Canada Revenue Agency presentations across LCs on November 30

Financial literacy Part 1 on basic financial literacy was held on November 30 and Part 2
on credit usage and history on December 7

November is Financial Literacy month. Providing parents/caregivers with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence to make responsible financial decisions

CSWs will be providing a Financial Literacy series across LCs

Sharing of employment, training, and educational opportunities

Nutritional workshops with Toronto Public Health

Sharing of resources and information on food sovereignty (food banks, community and
residential gardens, and methods to save money and prepare nutritious meals)

Update on TdsbHUB.ca

CSWs have also been increasing awareness among parents/caregivers and school staff.
We have seen more parents and community members using the hub website

The site is continually updated with current events, user-friendly interfaces, infographics,
and information to bring a greater understanding of School Councils, Parent/Caregiver
engagement, and the SIP

The Hub is great source for current information

In response to Indigenous Education month, there are additional resources available.





Mental Health and Well-being (MHWB) Parent Partnership Committee

® (CSWs to extrapolate information from the November Parent Conference and PIAC
Workshop to determine what would be of interest to parents/caregivers for January

® (CSW to promote and share the goals of the MHWB committee
the theme is Hope, thriving to Connectedness

e Emotional intelligence 8-week program starts January 17. Parents will be doing virtually
and students will doing in person. Topics covered include Self-awareness, Emotional
awareness, and Social awareness (empathy)

e The Mental Health & Well-Being Parent Partnership Committee (MHWB) in collaboration
with Paren Involvement Advisory Committee will be hosting a “Parent Voice”webinar in
February date to be announced.

School Improvement Plan (SIP)
® (CSWs 2022-2023 Priority
® (CSWs are aligning our work with the School Improvement Plan at their schools
® (CSWs continue their work with School Councils and schools to support the engagement
of parents/caregivers, in the SIP
e The tdsbHUB.ca has an infographic explaining the SIP and encouraging parent-caregiver
participation

School Council Bi-Laws
® By-Laws are due December 23, 2022
® CSWs have been supporting school council complete the bi-laws

Parent/Caregiver Survey

e Launched in September
Over 1600 respondents
Data from the survey is being shared with school administration and school councils
The data is being used to inform the work of staff, CSWs, and school councils
There was an overwhelming emphasis by parents on student literacy
Parents/Caregivers are still able to complete the survey

Student Census
e Currently on hold

More programs, workshops, and parent/caregiver engagement opportunities
e Bullying workshop for students, parents, and school staff.
Mental Health Workshops(dissecting the stigmas and bias)
Affinity Group for Eritrean Parents and Caregivers this ongoing monthly program
Affinity Group for Somali Parent Community this monthly ongoing
Mix and Mingle. Snack and chat morning meetings are having great success
Promotion of the Leonard Braithwaite Program - An Africentric curriculum to address
the achievement gap among Black Students
® Increasing awareness of French Immersion programs and its goal of increasing diversity





The CSW Holiday Newsletter we include links to literacy resources and various family
activities throughout the GTA most of them are free

Career fairs for parents/caregivers are encouraging student attendance of all ages

In response to recent events the ongoing efforts of CSWs of building parent/caregiver,
student and family relationships may be expanded to include high schools. Further
evaluations of this model are required
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