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If you wish to receive this guide in hard copy or large print, please contact the principal of your child’s
school. Through the principal for your child’s school, you can also access translators to assist with the
interpretation of this guide. If, after reading this guide, you require more information, please contact the
principal for your child’s school.

Throughout this guide, the word “parents” includes guardians and caregivers.

Some of the information in this guide has been directly copied from the Ontario Ministry of Education’s
website and other documents created by the Toronto District School Board’s (TDSB’s) Special
Education and Inclusion Department.
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The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) is committed to upholding principles of equity, human
rights, and inclusion in all our programs. We are dedicated to providing an equitable, accessible, and
inclusive education experience for all students according to their unique needs, including speech and
language support when necessary.

This guide will help you understand how TDSB’s Speech Language Pathology (SLP) Services can
support your child, if needed. If you require more information after reading this guide, please contact
your child’s teacher or principal.

As a parent, you know your child best. Your input is essential in shaping your child’s education.
Please work closely with your child’s teacher(s) and the principal of your child’s school to share
information that would assist school staff to support your child.

TDSB SLPs work with students, educators, and families to improve speech, language, and literacy
skills. They provide tailored suggestions to help each student succeed. TDSB SLPs do not provide
one-on-one therapy.

SLPs support with assessment and consultation in the following areas:

Speech (articulation, stuttering, voice)

Oral Language (comprehension and expression)

Early Literacy

Alternative Communication and Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) Devices
(for students with specialized communication needs)

Social Communication

If your child is having challenges at school, the school will follow the Referral Process. If your child
requires SLP services, their needs will be addressed on an individual basis. TDSB SLPs use a tiered
approach to service. Each tier or level of support provided is based on individual student needs:

Tier 1 (School-Wide Support): General support and workshops for all students, parents, and
educators on speech, language, and literacy topics.

Tier 2 (Group Support): In-class support, modeling strategies, or small group sessions based
on school-wide needs.

Tier 3 (Individualized Support): For students needing focused, one-on-one assessment and
support. A student can be referred for a SLP assessment or consultation after a School
Support Team (SST) meeting. TDSB SLP Services do not provide one-on-one therapy.
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Supports for Parents

TDSB SLPs offer a number of supports for parents, including resources, workshops and virtual
events on a variety of topics, including kindergarten readiness and language development.
Information on these resources are shared by school principals and can also be found on this
website.

External Services

In certain cases, TDSB collaborates with external services such as School-Based Rehabilitation
Services (SBRS) or Holland Bloorview for specialized speech therapy. TDSB Speech Language
Pathologists (SLPs) manage referrals as needed. Some additional external services are:

e SBRS: School Based Rehabilitation Services are funded through the Ministry of Children,
Community and Social Services. SBRS SLPs provide speech therapy services within TDSB
schools, during the school day.

Therapy services are provided through private companies contracted to the Children’s
Treatment Network or Grandview Kids. Eligibility for consideration of speech is determined by
TDSB SLPs based on SBRS criteria. A referral to SBRS speech therapy services MUST be
completed by a TDSB SLP.

e ACWA: Surrey Place’s Augmentative Communication and Writing Aids Program provides S-
LP consultation to students with Developmental Disabilities using AAC to communicate both at
home and within the school.

Referral to ACWA may be completed by an Occupational Therapist or SLP.

e CWAS: Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation Hospital’'s Communication and Writing Aids
service provides students requiring alternative access to AAC consultation within the home
and at school.

A referral is required if the individual is not a client of Holland Bloorview or has not been seen
within the last year. Referrals are accepted from physicians, nurse practitioners, speech
language pathologists, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, and psychologists.

e PSL: Preschool Speech and Language Program is provided by Surrey Place to children
before they enter school. TDSB SLPs work with PSL to support the transition of children with
speech and language needs from preschool to school.

More Information

Speech Language Pathology is a regulated health profession. Please visit the College of Audiologists
and Speech Language Pathologists of Ontario to learn more about the profession and what being a
regulated health professional means for you and your child.

If you have additional questions about SLP Services, please connect with the principal of your child’s
homeschool who will provide you with more information in collaboration with staff from SLP Services.
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http://bit.ly/slpconnection
http://bit.ly/slpconnection
https://www.ontario.ca/document/mccss-service-objectives-children-special-needs/services-delivered-school-based
https://www.ctnsy.ca/
https://www.ctnsy.ca/
https://grandviewkids.ca/
https://www.surreyplace.ca/services/augmentative-communication-writing-aids-program/#questions-
https://hollandbloorview.ca/services/programs-services/augmentative-and-alternative-communication
https://hollandbloorview.ca/services/programs-services/augmentative-and-alternative-communication
https://www.surreyplace.ca/services/preschool-speech-and-language-program/
https://www.caslpo.com/
https://www.caslpo.com/
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Find-your/School

