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Community Advisory Committees


[bookmark: _Hlk115691702]
Name of Committee:	Environmental Sustainability Community Advisory Committee (ESCAC)
Meeting Date:	January 7, 202 6:30 p.m.
Notes
[bookmark: _Hlk85460593]A meeting of the Environment and Sustainability Community Advisory Committee convened on January 7, 2025 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. via Microsoft Teams Video Conferencing, with Trustee Manna Wong and Community Co-Chair Anne Keary presiding.
Attendance via Zoom:
[bookmark: _Hlk94102687][bookmark: _Hlk85460665]Manna Wong (Trustee, Ward 20), Anne Keary (Community Co-Chair), Emily Alfred (Toronto Environmental Alliance), Maria Bazilevskaya (Parent), Phil Dawes (Community Member), Jonathan Dostrovsky (Don Valley West for Environmental Action), Mieke Foster (Community Member), Michael Green (Seniors for Climate Action Toronto), Sunday Harrison (Green Thumbs Growing Kids), Dennis Hastings (Trustee, Ward 1), Hilary Inwood (OISE), Kate Leuschan Millar (Parent), Charles Lin (Impact Net Zero), Linda Naccarato (Community Member), Elena Solokhina (Community Member), Robert Spencer (Community Member)Karen Templin (Community Member), Sarah Urquhart (OISE), 

Also present were: Richard Christie (TDSB), Kristen Evers (TDSB), David Hawker-Budlovsky (TDSB), Andrea Keech (TDSB), Mahnaz Mirkhond-Chegini (TDSB), Alicia Roberge (TDSB), Gigi Shanks (TDSB), Jenn Vetter (TDSB), Mary Kokinakis (TDSB). 

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS / MOTIONS

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m.
	

	Land Acknowledgment
	The meeting began with a Land Acknowledgement
	

	Introduction
	Co-Chairs Anne Keary and Manna Wong and Participants
	

	Approval of November 5, 2024 minutes
	Minutes approved, without comments.
	

	ESCAC Review Update 













2024/25 Climate Action Report Update
	Richard Christie updated ESCAC on a recent motion approved by the Board of Trustees at their Nov. 13/24 meeting. The motion provides some new direction to staff in terms of reconstituting Community Advisory Committees.   
There was some preliminary discussion around revamping ESCAC’s goal to focus on both climate action and resilient school facilities and agreement that more discussion will be needed about the implications of the Board’s motion and how it impacts ESCAC. 



Richard provided an update on the Climate Action Report, drawing attention to a few of the key sections of the report – Climate Mitigation and Climate Adaptation and Resilient School Facilities.
Richard outlined the financial savings opportunities and GHG emission reduction opportunities; he shared highlights for how the savings strategy would counter the Board’s structural deficit.
Three dimensions to improve the resilience of school facilities, were presented.  
It was noted that the Ontario Provincial Climate Impact Assessment contains important best practices for lessening and avoiding climate risks posed to public infrastructure, which will be drawn upon for emphasis in the Climate Report.

	


 












	Reusable foodware and waste reduction

	Emily Alfred, Senior Campaigner with the Toronto Environmental Alliance presented on the topic of working to eliminate waste and shift away from disposables to reusables. 
Toronto Environmental Alliance is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to finding solutions to Toronto’s urban environmental problems. 
Emily shared research on reusables having less carbon impact versus disposables and outlined successful school initiatives and other reusable programs from other countries. She debunked the myth of “sustainable” single-use and brought to light the health impacts of plastics, especially on children.
Emily outlined the policy and by-law changes that need to happen at the municipal government level. 
There was discussion around a pilot project to investigate the adoption of reusables in schools. School daycares mentioned as a highly feasible area to also explore further. 
TEA presentation and slide deck: 


	

	Poplar Road JPS ground source heat pump system feasibility study
	Action: Item deferred to next meeting.
	

	Toronto Hydro revenue policy re: community net metering 
	Action: Item deferred to next meeting. 
	

	Hodgson MS Environmental Art Project
	Action: Item deferred to next meeting.
	

	City of Toronto's community school garden support policy
	Action: Item deferred to next meeting.
	

	Member Updates/Announcements
	Mention made of “Common Ground” film screening on Jan 10.
Suggestion made to incorporate the grounds/tree canopy into the Climate Report given the educational value of engaging students through very tangible means.
	




	Adjournment
	Meeting ended at 8:06 p.m.
Next meeting, February 4, 2025
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Reuse in Schools

Emily Alfred

Toronto Environmental Alliance






Over 35 years of building
A Greener City for All

Advocate for a green,
healthy and equitable city

Encourage the participation
of local people on local issues
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REUSABLE

Together, we're working to eliminate waste and
shift Toronto away from disposables to reusables.

We advocate for policy, connect locally and
research to amplify real solutions.





Shifting from single-use to reuse in schools

Problem with single-use

Reuse wins - climate, cost, health
Policy opportunities

Examples of reuse in schools
Next steps for Toronto






The Problem: Single-Use






Single-Use items

Only 9% of global plastic
is recycled

95% of plastic street litter
in Toronto is disposable
food & beverage
packaging

Canadians use 1.6 Billion
single-use cups every
year






The myth of “sustainable”
single-use.
“Compostable”
“Biodegradable”
“Bioplastic”

e Paper, wood, plastic products

e Upstream impact

e Toxic additives

e *NOT compostable*






Health impacts

Plastic impacts on human health,
especially children

Microplastics found in food, water, bodies

Toxic additives - e.g. ‘forever chemicals’
(PFAS) used in plastic, paper and
‘compostable’ foodware






The Benefits of Reuse

Reusable foodware

- Cups, plates, utensils etc -

has a lower environmental
impact than single-use foodware.






Reuseis
better for the
climate.

Disposable Products
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Reusables use
less water.





Toronto residents are ready!

90% of Torontonians support City action
to reduce single-use items

82% of Canadians support a ban on
single-use plastics
















0. Ban the worst

Ban & restrict the most toxic, ‘

non—recycldble and harmful FOAM BLACK PLASTIC
materials that have readily REMLEE ST RSN
available replacements!

Policy examples:
e France, EU, UK
e British Columbia

e Montreal PLASTIC PLASTIC SINGLE-USE
SHOPPING STRAWS AND STIR PLASTIC
BAGS STICKS CUTLERY






Federal plastic strategy & ban

e Ban on six single-use plastics since December 2023
e | Currently contested in courts by plastic industry

82% of Canadians support the ban

e Municipal regulations might cover the same materials






Toronto’s Single-Use Reduction Strategy

Support for businesses,
education, funding

By-laws: March 2024

O
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Ask-first accessories

Accept BYO cup, bag

The City of Toronto is reducing
waste from single-use items

As of March 1, 2024, Toronto businesses are required to:

Only provide items you really need
Before receiving single-use items such as utensils, napkins,
condiment packages, stir sticks and straws, you will be asked if

Accept your reusable cups and shopping bags
They accept clean reusable shopping bags and cups.

Questions?

Contact 311 or email reducewaste@toronto.ca.

A
m Tlllilll\ml toronto.ca/single-use Ig':“é%n
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1. Accessories on
request

Restaurants must ask before
they give out accessories -
utensils, napkins, condiments
etc.

*Bylaw in Toronto since
March 2024!






2. Bring-your-own
(BYO)

Accept customer-provided
cups, bags, containers.

*Bylaw in Toronto since
March 2024!

Policy examples:
e Edmonton (cups), Banff
e Netherlands
e Spain






3. Reusables for
dine-in.

Serve food and drink in
reusable foodware for
dine-in orders.

Policy examples:

e Edmonton, Banff, AB
Victoriag, BC
Terrebonne & Mascouche, QC
Cities in California, Washington
France, Netherlands






4. Reusables for
take-out.

Provide reusable foodware
for take-out orders.

Toronto examples:
e Suppli, Muuse, Friendlier

Policy examples:
e Germany
e Netherlands






Examples of reusables for take-out:






5. Reusables at events.

Reusables cups at venues,
events and festivals.

Policy examples:
e Banff, AB; Victoria BC
e France, Netherlands
e Cities in California
e Belgium, Slovenia

DreamZer





Toronto’s Single-Use Reduction Strategy

Next phase: early 2025*

Potential new by-laws:

e Reusable dishes for dine-in
e Reusables for venues, major events





Reuse in schools






Case Study:
Middleton, CT school district

US Pilot study by ReThink Disposable
10 schools (8 elementary, 1 middle, 1 high)
Phased transition started 2024

- Disposable dishes, trays, utensils
- Swapped for:
- Durable plastic plates, bowls
- Clamshells
- Steel utensils

*On-site dishwashing



https://cleanwaterfund.org/case-study/middletown-ct-public-school-district



Case Study:
Middleton, CT school district

Projected annual savings:
- 3,726,000 single use items
- 31,608 lbs waste

- $121,175 avoided costs
- 3.8 month payback

Additional labour $30,000 =

Net savings: $91,174 total
$9,117 per school




https://cleanwaterfund.org/case-study/middletown-ct-public-school-district



Case study:
Conscious Cafeteria Project

US Pilot study by Upstream & Ahimsa

15 elementary schools
- 13 using single-use plastic utensils
- 10 using disposable trays

- Average school:
- 493 students
- 61.4% students at lunch at school
- 6,456 meals served daily

The Conscious Cafeteria Report

A national pilot study on reusable foodware for
healthier, more sustainable schools

— Adopted stainless steel trays, utensils

9 Upstream U ahimsa.



https://upstreamsolutions.org/blog/the-conscious-cafeteria-report



Conscious Cafeteria Project

Stainless steel reusables:
~ $6 per tray
~$0.8 per utensil
Dishwashing:

On-site washing (11 schools) —
average 37 min additional labour [ day

Off-site washing with reuse service
provider (4 schools)






Example: Conscious Cafeteria Project

Results: Reuse saves money

$42,305 saved by all 15 schools After just 58 meals, schools start
seeing cost savings from stainless

= $2,800 USD average annually  steel utensils.

T

After just 79 meals, schools start
seeing cost savings from stainless steel
trays.






Example: Conscious Cafeteria Project

Average school avoided: After just 3 meals, stainless steel trays start
having a positive environmental impact.

- 73,747 single-use items . M o
- 3,300 lbs waste G‘ﬁ‘&”:}‘:ﬂ‘ |
- 19 tons carbon

- 9,747 gallons water After 9 meals, stainless

steel utensils start having
a positive environmental
impact.






Reuse in Toronto Schools?

Are reusables being used in TO schools?
Opyportunities for study, pilots?
Barriers and Opportunities

-  Future information needs?

Contact Emily: emily@torontoenvironment.org

Follow @TOenviro @ReusableTO



mailto:emily@torontoenvironment.org



RESOURCES

e Upstream Solutions -
https://upstreamsolutions.org/reuse-in-schools

e Centre for Environmental Health (US) - Toolkit
https://ceh.org/ditching-disposables-toolkit/

e Rethink Disposable - case studies
https://cleanwaterfund.org/campaign/rethink-disposable

o) Berkeley https://cleanwater.org/case-study/berkeley-unified-school-district-phase-one

o Middletown https://cleanwaterfund.org/case-study/middletown-ct-public-school-district




https://upstreamsolutions.org/reuse-in-schools

https://ceh.org/ditching-disposables-toolkit/

https://cleanwaterfund.org/campaign/rethink-disposable

https://cleanwater.org/case-study/berkeley-unified-school-district-phase-one

https://cleanwaterfund.org/case-study/middletown-ct-public-school-district
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