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Community Advisory Committees


Name of Committee:	Inner City Community Advisory Committee (ICCAC)
Meeting Date:	18 May 2023
Notes
Attendance (via Zoom):
Omar Khan, Community Member; Trustee Matias De Dovitiis, Ward 4; Cherie Mordecai Steer, Community Member; Robert (Bob) Spencer, Community Member; Crystal Stewart, Community Member; Ingrid Palmer, Community Member; Kaushi Attygalle (for Robin Liu Hopson), People For Education; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Lance Merraro, City of Toronto; Michael Lacey, Toronto Public Health; Sejal Patel, Toronto Metropolitan University; Vicky Tourkolias, Toronto Public Library; Farhana Jogiat, Catholic Crosscultural Services
Also present were: Valerie Lance, Community Member; D. Spencer, Community Member; Caroline A, Community Member; Shelly Alleyne, Community Member; Eden Haggos, PIAC Rep Ward 16; Ricardo Francis, Community Support Worker LC 1; David Forrester, Community Support Worker LC 1; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC 2; Nura Aman, Community Support Worker LC 4; David Cameron, Senior Manager, Research and Development; Diana Panagiotopoulos, System Superintendent, Virtual Learning & Re-Engagement; Reiko Fuentes, Centrally Assigned Principal, Secondary Program and Admissions; Stephanie Fearon, Coordinator, Model Schools for Inner Cities / Equity, Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression; Lynn Strangway, Executive Superintendent LC 3; Jack Nigro, Executive Superintendent LC 4	
Regrets:
[bookmark: _Hlk132377245]Trustee Alexis Dawson, Ward 9; Ayan Kaillie, Community Member; Wendy Hernandez, The Neighbourhood Organization; michael kerr, Colour of Poverty, Colour of Change; Anna Kay Brown, Jane Finch Education Action Group; Farhana Jogiat, Catholic Crosscultural Services; Michelle Munroe, Central Coordinator, Parent and Community Engagement; Karen Murray, System Superintendent, Equity, Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression and Early Years;

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/ MOTION

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m.  
	

	Land Acknowledgement
	The traditional lands were acknowledged.
	

	Welcome and Introductions of new and returning members.  Setting meeting norms
	Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions were made.
	

	Approval of Agenda
	The agenda was approved.
	Moved: Laurie Green
Seconded: Bob Spencer

	Declarations of Possible Conflicts of Interest
	No conflicts of interest were declared.
	

	Timed Item: 6:10 p.m.
Business Arising from April 20, 2023 Meeting:
Motions/Recommendations:  Motion on LOI Scoring
	David Cameron, Senior Manager, Research and Development, answered questions from the Membership regarding the LOI Policy Review and how the motion is already embedded in the process.
	

	Review and Approval of the Notes – May 18, 2023
	The notes from May 18, 2023, were approved. 
	Moved: Laurie Green
Seconded:  Bob Spencer

	Co-Chairs’ Report
	Trustee Matias De Dovitiis and Omar Khan presented the Co-Chairs report.  
The Trustee provided from the May 10th PSSC meeting where the recommendation put forth by Student Trustees asked for an additional course, IDCU: Deconstructing Antiblack racism passed.  The Trustee spoke about the continued budget deliberations and encouraged willing members to attend the June 12th FBEC meeting which was called to hear delegations on the proposed budget.  The Trustee highlighted that May is Asian Heritage Month.
The Parent Co-Chair asked members to complete the MYSP Renewal survey currently open to the TDSB community
The link to the MYSP renewal survey is provided here.
	

	Update on Committee Membership: Valerie Lance
	A motion to have Valerie Lance fill one of the vacant community membership seats on the ICCAC was passed.
	Moved: Bob Spencer
Seconded: Michael Lacey

	Presentation of 2023-2024 ICCAC Meeting Dates
	A list of the planned ICCAC meeting dates were presented to the committee.


	

	CSW Update
	CSW’s Ricardo Francis/Nura Aman (LC1) and Omar Omar (LC4), provided the CSW update.


	

	Timed Item – 7:10 pm
Presentation on the Central Student Interest Programs (CSIP)
	Diana Panagiotopoulos, System Superintendent, Virtual Learning & Re-Engagement, and Reiko Fuentes, Centrally Assigned Principal, Secondary Program and Admissions, provided the membership with a CSIP implementation update 

     
	

	MSIC Update
	Stephanie Fearon, Coordinator, Model Schools for Inner Cities / Equity, Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression, gave a presentation that included an overview of the May programs being undertaken by the MSIC office, current community partnerships, a description of the Beyond 3:30 Program.  Members’ questions were also answered, including how Model Schools can request these programs at their locations.
LINK TO DOCUMENT
	

	Other Business
	There was no other business discussed.
	

	Next Meeting
	Thursday, June 15, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. 
	

	Adjournment
	Thursday, May 18, 2023, 8:01 p.m. 
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ICCAC Meeting Dates: 2023/2024

Below are the proposed ICCAC dates for the 23/24 school year:

		September 21, 2023

		6:00 pm



		October 19, 2023

		9:00 am



		November 16, 2023

		6:00 pm



		December 14, 2023

		9:00 am



		January 18, 2024

		6:00 pm



		February 15, 2024

		9:00 am



		March 21, 2024

		9:00 am



		April 18, 2024

		9:00 am



		May 16, 2024

		6:00 pm



		June 20, 2024

		9:00 am
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ICCAC May 18, 2023
Community Support Worker (CSW) Team Update


Ongoing Parent/Caregiver Engagement Initiatives


Supporting and Nurturing Parent/Caregiver Engagement in Literacy and Numeracy
The success of the literacy programs is a result of parent, caregivers, and student participation
and collaborations with Speech Pathologists, Literacy coaches, Chairs, and School Councils


● CSWs are working on a holistic approach to student learning that encompasses
parent/caregiver engagement in the learning process


● Healthy Relationship Series evenings 6-8pm May 17th, 24th & 31-For Parents/Caregivers
with Children with Special Education Needs


● Math Skills Success begins with Building Mathematical Minds Part 1 was March 21
providing parents/caregivers with strategies to make learning math at home a positive
experience for everyone. Results Building Math Minds Part 2 Data will be presented on
April 25, 2023 - over 350 participants


● More Joy Reading May 3. More Joy Reading is an interactive program with
parents/caregivers, students, various school staff, and CSWs runs Mondays 4:30 - 6pm
and Wednesdays 7pm - 7:30pm with a stunning night of 159 attending the online
program.


● Read Aloud is an extension of The Raise a Reader. This is in-person series of workshops
with an intentional focus on encouraging parents and children's reading engagement
with staff providing culturally relevant materials and individualized support, taking place
in 8 schools. Some schools have completed their series, while others are taking place at
present. This program extends beyond Model Schools and is offered by Donna Cardoza,
Community Support Worker and Coaches attached to the schools.


● The LC1 bi-weekly newsletter provides updated information on the latest free online
literacy and numeracy resources with the assistance of our Coaches and Speech
Pathology


● Tea & Tech. Tuesdays and Thursdays- Parents will receive support from the CSW for
applications, completing forms, Zoom, Email, Internet, 211, etc.)


● The literacy books for Model School parents and caregivers are being shared across the
TDSB. The literature reflects the values of CSWs and the TDSB goals of diversity,
inclusion, and anti-oppression







Newcomer families
● Board-wide Newcomer workshops will be further assisted by CSWs through working


together with school settlement workers, collaboration staff, and other external agencies
to support our new community members.


● CSWs are also supporting the referrals to TDSB translation and interpretation services
● Kingsview CS received 33 newcomer students on May 17th


Addressing Food Security and poverty reduction
● Culturally Relevant Poverty Informed Parent-Caregiver Virtual Conversation is a 3 session


program put on by CSWs Nura Aman and Duane Spencer. A discussion on the influence
of culture on parenting, the impact of single-parent families, and student/parent
differences that arise from traditional values that come in conflict with values in their
new country of residence final offering is on May 15


● Food Sovereignty about accessibility, sustainability, and affordability presentations and
providing seedlings to grow vegetables and herbs on balconies and in gardens at
Elmbank and North Kipling


● Over 60 food hampers were distributed in Etobicoke


Mental Health and Well-being and the (MHWB) Parent Partnership Committee
● A comprehensive list of culturally sensitive, religious relevant, LGBTQ-inclusive list


mental resources has been compiled and shared with CSWs, Model Schools, staff,
parents/caregivers


● The Mental Health and Well-being Committee had a successful and informative day
providing presentations and an information table at the Parent Involvement Advisory
Committee Conference on May 6


More programs, workshops, and parent/caregiver engagement opportunities
● CSWs continue to provide parents/caregivers with requested resources and address


community needs
● CSWs play a role in celebrating and highlighting Asian Heritage through their support of


various events. These events could comprise artistic performances, educational talks,
and more that aim to promote Asian Heritage and its significance.


● Ongoing collaboration with Social Workers continues with supporting home visits
● PIAC (Parent Involvement Advisory Committee) had a very successful Bridging the Gap


Part II conference at Earl Haig SS on May 6, 2023. It was the first in-person conference
since COVID. The CSWs were instrumental in promoting the event.


● Focus on Youth CSWs have been working with parents/caregivers and staff to ensure the
placement of model school students.


● Multicultural Event at Fairbank Memorial Community Schools
- a showcase of cultural diversity
- taste of delicious food, beautiful clothing, artifacts, and music from around the


world
- everyone in the school community is invited, residents, seniors, etc.
- over 15 countries represented







● First Aid and CPR training
- Certificate for those who complete 6.5 hours program


● School council-led Parent Innovation grant workshops continue across the Board
● The Joys of Parenting Workshop 2: Home School Partnership success online May 9
● The Parents and Caregivers as Partners Conference 2023 continues its preparation of


keynote speakers selected the presenters have had their submissions vetted. The online
conference is on October 21 and 22, 2024


● Information sessions Welcoming New parents to our kindergarten programs across the
Board


● Councils Connecting for Change - A Saturday, April 29th breakfast virtual networking
meet-up for School Councils, led by Steve Safarlie, Community Support Worker. Saturday
Councils Connecting for Change - Fundraising with the final workshop in June.


● Elia MS continues with their amazing Student Circles for each grade.
● Omar Omar has some great things happening at his Jane and Finch schools:


- Daystrom PS with a fantastic Family Wellness Night(300+ families in attendance)
- Gracedale PS with 10 Literary workshops in one night with 400+ families in


attendance
- Humber Summit MS with and Mother’s Day Gala, (henna, threading,


mindfulness, dinner, and food hampers)
- Father's Day Gala at Humber Summit (Chess, Cricket, Dominos, and sports


activities)
- Blacksmith PS exploring the world of 3D printing with their students


● Cyber Safety with Toronto Police Services (well attended)
● Every first Monday of the month there is a virtual Parent/Caregiver Village various have


the opportunity to share tips on how to navigate the TDSB
● Mental Health Workshops(dissecting the stigmas and bias)
● Affinity Group for Eritrean Parents and Caregivers this ongoing monthly program
● LC4 Virtual Meet and Greet conversation circle on going every 2nd Monday
● Affinity Group for Somali Parent Community this monthly ongoing
● Mix and Mingle. Snack and chat morning meetings are having great success
● Promotion of ongoing informative and thought-provoking workshops and presentations


by the Centre of Excellence and Black Student Achievement (CEBSA)
● Increasing awareness of French Immersion and programs and their goal of increasing


diversity
● Board-wide CSW Newsletter sent out monthly is complimented by the bi-weekly LC


providing current information on career, education, mental health, literacy/numeracy,
and training fairs for parents/caregivers, staff, and students
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Central Student Interest Programs: 
Implementation Update 


May 18, 2023


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







Over 7,000 applications were received, 
approved, processed and considered for 


Central Student Interest Programs. 


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







Students 
self-identifying as 


one or more of the 
historically and 


currently 
underserved groups 


were successfully 
prioritized and 


seated in programs.


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







Every Central Student Interest Program 
initially surpassed the 20% enrollment 


target for applicants self-identifying as First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit, as well as Black, 
Middle Eastern and Latina/Latino/Latinx.


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







Grade 9 Arts-focus 
programs are receiving 
students from 22% 
more TDSB middle 
schools than last year. 
11 of the 31 new 
schools have not sent 
any students to an 
Arts-focus program in 
the past three years.


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







Students from 
nearly every single 


TDSB Elementary 
School (203/214 or 
94.9%) applied to a 
Math, Science and 


Technology 
program for entry 


in September 2023.


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







Central Staff are 
supporting the 


development of two 
new  Arts-focus 
Central Student 


Interest Programs in 
the northwest and 


northeast of the city 
in areas that have not 


had geographical 
access to arts 


programs.


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update







TDSB has made a significant shift in admission 
practices as a means of becoming a more 


equity-focused system.  


Evidence provided in this update demonstrates that 
P100’s application process is a success!


Central Student Interest Programs: Implementation Update
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