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Community Advisory Committees


Name of Committee:	Inner City Community Advisory Committee (ICCAC)
Meeting Date:	11 April 2024
Notes:
Attendance (via Zoom):
Trustee Alexis Dawson, Ward 9; Omar Khan, Community Member; Valerie Laurie, Community Member; Cherie Mordecai Steer, Community Member; Robert (Bob) Spencer, Community Member; Crystal Stewart, Community Member; Latoya Aldridge, Community Member; Wendy Hernandez, The Neighbourhood Organization; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Farhana Jogiat / Asavari Datar, Catholic Crosscultural Services; Michael Kerr, Colour of Poverty; Sejal Patel, Toronto Metropolitan University
Also present were: Trustee Dan MacLean,Ward 2; Trustee Deborah Williams, Ward 10; Trustee Dennis Hastings, Ward 1; Akon Nsikan, Community Member; Ricardo Francis, Community Support Worker LC 1; David Forrester, Community Support Worker LC 1; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC 2; Karlo Cabrera, Centrally Assigned Principal, Ciareese Alberto, Health Access Thorncliffe Park; Equity, Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression; Lynn Strangway, Executive Superintendent LC 3; Jack Nigro, Executive Superintendent LC 4; Linda Stockdale, Administrative Liaison, Equity.
Regrets:
[bookmark: _Hlk132377245]Ayan Kaillie, Community Member; Ingrid Palmer, Community Member; Vicky Tourkolias, Toronto Public Library; Colour of Change; Ellen MacLean, Toronto Public Health; Karen Murray, System Superintendent, Equity, Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression and Early Years; Nura Aman, Community Support Worker LC 4; Esthela Cuenca, Community Support Worker LC 2; Lance Merraro, City of Toronto

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/ MOTION

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting was called to order at 9:06 a.m.  
	

	Land Acknowledgement
	The traditional lands were acknowledged.
	

	Welcome and Introductions of new and returning members.  Setting meeting norms
	Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions were made.
	

	Approval of Agenda
	The agenda was approved.
	Moved: Laurie Green
Seconded:  Valerie Laurie

	Declarations of Possible Conflicts of Interest
	No conflicts of interest were declared.
	

	Review and Approval of the Notes – Mar 21, 2024
	The notes from February 15, 2024, were approved. 
	Moved: Valerie Laurie
Seconded: Laurie Green

	David Lepofsky, SEAC Co-Chair
	SEAC mandate is to advise TDSB on how to meet the needs of children with disabilities, including:
1. Students/families with needs have hard time finding out what’s available to them and where to go to advocate,
2. “Exceptional students” definition meaning exceptions to norm. Exceptionality doesn’t include all disabilities.  Covered under Human Rights Code, but not under the Education Act—creates barriers,
3. Refusals to admit student if detrimental to students.
4. IEP is not offered clearly on letter that goes home - to bring in collaboration with families 
	

	Co-Chairs’ Report
	Trustee Alexis Dawson and Omar Khan presented the Co-Chairs reports.  
Trustee Dawson presented FBEC status regarding the current funding shortfall including cuts to Central staff, holding of cuts to Adult Continuing Education, delayed closure of Scarborough Ed. Centre, and advocacy of building closures with the Ministry.
Committee Co-Chair Khan shared that the National Food Program will be funded by the Federal Government - $200 million. Research Dept has presented French Immersion in Model Schools assessment, and impact to LOI Ranking.  Delegations on the requirement of more CSWs took place.
	

	Model Schools for Inner Cities Update
	Karlo Cabrera reported a new program of Hybrid Coaches, where teachers teach in the morning and available for Coaching in the afternoons.  Pre-Kindergarten summer school program has commenced with the posting of teacher and ECE postings. Programs in progress include: Voices Program with McMichael Art Gallery, Gift of Sight and Sound, Royal Ontario Museum School Visits and Clinic referral forms being reviewed by Legal Dept.
Cherise Alberto (Health Access Thorncliffe Park) presentation on school clinic program. Cherise acts as liaison with families, performs needs assessment once referral from family doctor is received. Four consulting and one developmental pediatricians’ support.
	

	Community Support Workers Update 

	Omar Omar reported that parents and school councils are working to implement Parent Innovation Grants. CSWs continue to organize workshops, school councils and literacy/numeracy initiatives across the Learning Centres.
	

	Presentation on Intersectionalities and Special Education
	Dr. Gillian Parekh, Associate Professor, York University presented.  Her background in Critical Disabilities Theory, suggests education focuses on ability, but hierarchies develop. Disability often considered an impairment.  Affirming language is the important ask. The disability justice framework present suggests that it’s not a singular issue of impairment, but connected to intersectionalities with racial, environmental, Indigenous justices. 
	

	Business Arising from March 21, 2024, meeting
	There was no Business Arising from the March 21, 2024, meeting.
	

	Other Business
	No new business.
	

	Next Meeting
	Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. 
	

	Adjournment
	Meeting was called adjourned at 10:55 a.m.  
	Moved:  Latoya Aldridge
Seconded: Laurie Green
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