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Community Advisory Committees


Name of Committee:	Inner City Community Advisory Committee (ICCAC)
Meeting Date:	15 February 2024
Notes:
Attendance (via Zoom):
Trustee Alexis Dawson, Ward 9; Omar Khan, Community Member; Ayan Kaillie, Community Member; Valerie Laurie, Community Member; Robert (Bob) Spencer, Community Member; Crystal Stewart, Community Member; Ingrid Palmer, Community Member; Latoya Aldridge, Community Member; Wendy Hernandez, The Neighbourhood Organization; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Ellen MacLean, Toronto Public Health; Sejal Patel, Toronto Metropolitan University; Farhana Jogiat / Asavari Datar, Catholic Crosscultural Services.
Also present were: Shannon Quesnelle, Senior Director, Operations, Toronto Foundation for Student Success; Sandra Pierre, Programs Director, Toronto Foundation for Student Success; Akon Nsikan, Community Member; Ricardo Francis, Community Support Worker LC 1; David Forrester, Community Support Worker LC 1; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC 2; Babak Nikmard, Community Support Worker LC 3; Karlo Cabrera, Centrally Assigned Principal, Equity, Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression; Lynn Strangway, Executive Superintendent LC 3; Jack Nigro, Executive Superintendent LC 4; Jenesse James, Executive Assistant LC 3.
Regrets:
[bookmark: _Hlk132377245]Cherie Mordecai Steer, Community Member; Vicky Tourkolias, Toronto Public Library; michael kerr, Colour of Poverty, Colour of Change; Lance Merraro, City of Toronto; Karen Murray, System Superintendent, Equity, Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression and Early Years; Jay Williams, Coordinator, Model Schools for Inner Cities / Equity, Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression; Nura Aman, Community Support Worker LC 4; Esthela Cuenca, Community Support Worker LC 2

	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/ MOTION

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m.  
	

	Land Acknowledgement
	The traditional lands were acknowledged.
	

	Welcome and Introductions of new and returning members.  Setting meeting norms
	Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions were made.
	

	Approval of Agenda
	The agenda was approved.
	Moved: Valerie Laurie
Seconded:  Wendy Hernandez

	Declarations of Possible Conflicts of Interest
	No conflicts of interest were declared.
	

	Review and Approval of the Notes – January 18, 2024
	The notes from January 18, 2024, were approved. 
	Moved: Crystal Stewart
Seconded: Alexis Dawson

	Co-Chairs’ Report
	Trustee Alexis Dawson and Omar Khan presented the Co-Chairs report.  
Trustee Dawson presented a report which discussed the TDSB’s budget for the 2024/25 school year, detailing that without an increase in provincial funding, the TDSB currently has a starting deficit of $35 million which already takes into account cuts to staff in the areas of Vice-Principals, Social Workers, and Community and Youth Workers. The Trustee provided committee member with a link to the key pieces of the 2024/25 budget and mentioned ways in which community members can advocate, including a template for writing the Province and the telephone number to call the Premier’s Office (416-325-1941).
Committee Co-Chair Khan brought updates regarding upcoming meetings of the LOI Working Group, updates to the committee’s membership, and opportunities for committee members to involve themselves in the support of the committee.  Co-Chair Khan also related that ICCAC committee member Latoya Aldridge would be deputing at an upcoming SEAC meeting.
	

	Toronto Foundation for Student Success (TFSS) Presentation
	Guest Presenters Shannon Quesnelle, Senior Director, Operations, TFSS, and Sandra Pierre, Programs Director, TFSS, gave a presentation that included an overview of their program and its mission. The presentation included information on TFSS’s Beyond 3:30 program which is mainly offered to students in grades 6 to 8 but was recently expanded to students in grades 3 to 5.  Beyond 3:30 strives to give students a safe space for that vulnerable timeframe between the end of the school day and when parents arrive home, a time when they are often targeted.  Students are offered academic help, a fulsome nutrition program (they are provided with a snack as well as being taught how to choose and prepare wholesome foods so they can bring the knowledge to their families and communities), and recreation.  Currently, there are 1200 students supported by the program.
TFSS also presented on the Gift of Sight and Sound program which currently supports 150 model schools within the TDSB.  CSW’s are key to this program’s success as they are relied upon to liaise between the schools and the parents in communicating the program’s plans at each school.
TFSS answered questions on funding, partnerships, and support opportunities.
	

	Model Schools for Inner City (MSIC) Update
	Karlo Cabrera, Centrally Assigned Principal, Equity, Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression gave a presentation that included updates on their school as the heart of the community goal, describing student participation in a screening of “Beyond Their Years:  The Incredible Legacies of Herb Carnegie and Buck O’Neil” and the presentation of I Am Big by Itah Sadu. Recent activities have included The ABCs of Literacy and Operation Warm (a winterwear clothing drive), along with opportunities for city-wide experiences through the Family Adventure Passport program.  Updates were provided on support services being offered to model schools, including their continued work with community partners where clinics have yet to open.
	

	Community Support Worker (CSW) Update
	CSW’s Ricardo Francis (LC1) and Omar Omar (LC2) provided the CSW Update which informed committee members on the status of School Council adoption rates within model schools. CSW’s are working toward full adoption by their next report to this committee, noting that many schools which lack a response often have their CSW away on leave and therefore do not have full support of the process.
	

	Other Business
	There was no other business discussed.
	

	Next Meeting
	Thursday, March 21, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. 
	

	Adjournment
	Meeting was called adjourned at 10:54 a.m.  
	Moved: Ayan Kaillie
Seconded: Valerie Laurie
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