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Community Advisory Committees


Name of Committee:	Equity Policy Community Advisory Committee (EPCAC)
Meeting Date:	February 26, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk86676796]A meeting of the Equity Policy Community Advisory Committee convened on Monday, February 26, 2024 from 6:40 p.m. to 7:36 p.m. with Co-Chair Dennis Keshniro presiding. This meeting was held via Zoom.
Attendance (via Zoom):
Dennis Keshinro (Community Co-Chair), Neethan Shan (Trustee Co-Chair), Michelle Aarts (TDSB Trustee), Bryon Weinberg (Parent), Charlene Dunstan (Parent), Feven Haddish (Parent), Janina Cherkewich (Parent), Jean-Paul Ngana (Parent), Joella Connaught (Parent), Sharon Beason (Canadian Parents for French), Rachel Mansell (The Mosaic Institute), Sophia Ruddock (Parent), Eleanor Yang (Chinese Canadian National Council of Toronto), Sukhpreet Sangha (Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund), 

Staff Resource Persons: Elizabeth Addo (System Superintendent), Ryan Eaton (Human Rights Assistant) 

Observers: Dan McLean (TDSB Trustee), Rochelle Chester (observer)
Regrets:
Aleem Punja (Parent Co-Chair), Mahejabeen Ebrahim (Human Rights System Lead), Alicia Khargie (Jane/Finch Community and Family Centre), Hemangi Shroff (Blank Canvases), michael kerr (Colour of Poverty-Colour of Change), Shahinaz Abbas Osman (Parent)
 
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATIONS / MOTIONS

	Call to Order / Quorum / Reading of Meeting Norms
	Meeting called to order at 6:40 p.m.
	

	Lank Acknowledgment
	The meeting began with a Land Acknowledgment
	

	Declarations of Possible Conflict of Interests
	No declarations made
	

	Approval of Agenda
	Agenda approved, without comments
	

	Approval of May 29, 2023 Minutes
	Minutes approved, without comments
	

	Review Terms of Reference/Committee Purpose and Need
	EPCAC Support Staff and Trustee Co-Chair briefly reviewed Section 1. Mandate from the EPCAC Terms of Reference. 
	

	Selection Process Completion/Results of Vote
	Eligible EPCAC voting members participated in online votes (initial vote and subsequent tie breaker) in the month of January 2024 for applicants to select 3 Parent and 3 Community roles for EPCAC. Online votes were completed by Google Forms and successful applicants were invited to join EPCAC.
Only 2 Community applicants submitted forms. The committee invited both to join.
The new members are as follows:
· Community Representatives
· Eleanor Yang – Chinese Canadian National Council of Toronto
· Suhkpreet Sangha – Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund
· Parent Representatives
· Bryon Weinberg
· Feven Haddish
· Joella Connaught
	

	Co-Chair Vacancies 
	EPCAC Staff Support person notified the committee that the Parent and Community Co-Chairs terms have ended and for any eligible members to put their names forward to be voted on during the upcoming meeting.
	

	Trustee Co-Chair Board Update
	TDSB’s budget process is underway and town hall meeting occurred for public feedback
TDSB is welcoming recommendations towards any suggestions or changes with regard to Community Advisory Committees (“CAC”)
The Multi-Year Strategic Plan process is wrapping up and soon to be formalized for upcoming schools years
The RBH Portal report was presented to the Board which includes data snapshots of human rights related incidents at schools
The TDSB is advocating for the Nutrition and Child Care Centres to continue funding of programs from the Ministry
Secondary Alternative Schools (high schools) are currently struggling to operate as the Ministry does not provide direct funding. Alternative Schools are typically shared with another high school and their focus is on student that are disengaged. TDSB staff have introduced initial framework and consultations that will be available in the near future.
	

	Procedure PR741 – Community Advisory Committees (CAC) and the Board of Trustees (new)
	EPCAC Staff Assistant introduced the new Procedure 741 which establishes base procedures for all CACs at the TDSB. It was suggested for EPCAC members to review during their own time. EPCAC’s Terms of Reference is due for full review and can now be updated at a future date, if applicable.
	

	Other business
	Trustee Michelle Aarts invited all EPCAC members to watch the upcoming Special Education Advisory Committee meeting on Monday, March 18th, 2024, as it pertains to budget and other important topics.
	

	Next Meeting Date
	March 25, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom
	

	Adjournment
	February, 26, 2024 at 7:36 p.m.
	



1
image1.jpeg
!

Toronto
o District

School

Board




