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Community Advisory Committees


Name of Committee:	Inner City Community Advisory Committee (ICCAC)
Meeting Date:	28 April 2022
Notes
Attendance: via Zoom:
Trustee Michelle Aarts, Co-Chair; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Ayan Kailie, Parent; Omar Khan, Parent; Dan MacLean, Trustee Ward 2; Cherie Mordecai Steer, Parent; Ingrid Palmer, Parent; Emmy Pantin, Parent Co-chair; Sejal Patel, Toronto Metropolitan University; Robert Spencer, Parent; Crystal Stewart, Parent; Fiona Yang, Catholic Crosscultural Services 
Also present were: Amber Anklesaria, Guest; Krischanda Bemister, Graduate Student, Research Manager, Toronto Metropolitan University; David Forrester, Community Support Worker LC1; Hugh Keane, Community Support Worker LC3; Valerie Laurie, Guest; Ian MacPherson, Community Support Worker LC4; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC2; Meaghan Phillips Shiner, Guest; Sandy Spyropoulos, Executive Superintendent LC4; Jennifer Zurba, Principal Blake St. PS/Quest Alternative PS
The following participated by electronic means: Trustee Michelle Aarts, Co-Chair; Laurie Green, St. Michael’s Hospital; Ayan Kailie, Parent; Omar Khan, Parent; Dan MacLean, Trustee Ward 2; Cherie Mordecai Steer, Parent; Ingrid Palmer, Parent; Emmy Pantin, Parent Co-chair; Sejal Patel, Toronto Metropolitan University; Robert Spencer, Parent; Crystal Stewart, Parent; Fiona Yang, Catholic Crosscultural Services; Amber Anklesaria, Guest; Krischanda Bemister, Graduate Student, Research Manager, Toronto Metropolitan University; David Forrester, Community Support Worker LC1; Hugh Keane, Community Support Worker LC3; Valerie Laurie, Guest; Ian MacPherson, Community Support Worker LC4; Omar Omar, Community Support Worker LC2; Meaghan Phillips Shiner, Guest; Sandy Spyropoulos, Executive Superintendent LC4; Jennifer Zurba, Principal Blake St. PS/Quest Alternative PS
Regrets:
Diane Banks, Toronto Public Library; Anna Kay Brown, Jane Finch Education Action Group; Rachel Chernos Lin, Trustee Ward 11; Trixie Doyle, Trustee Ward 14; Josette Holness, City of Toronto; michael kerr, Colour of Poverty, Colour of Change; Aamir Sukhera, The Neighbourhood Organization
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/ MOTION

	Call to Order / Quorum
	Meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 
	

	Welcome and Introductions of new and returning members.  Setting meeting norms
	Everyone was welcomed to the meeting and introductions were made.
	

	Approval of Agenda
	The agenda was approved.
	

	Declarations of Possible Conflicts of Interest
	No conflicts of interest were declared.
	

	Review and Approval of the Notes – March 24, 2022
	The notes from March 24, 2022 were approved.
	

	Co-Chairs’ Report
	Trustee Aarts provided the Committee with a copy of the Co-Chairs report ahead of the meeting.


Trustee Aarts added that there is now a new e-Learning online course component for students to receive their Ontario Secondary School Diploma.  The e-Learning component began in the 2020-21 school year, and all students must earn at least two online learning credits as part of the requirements for an Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD), unless they have opted out or been exempted.  This online learning requirement also applies to adult learners entering the Ontario secondary school system starting in 2023-24 school year unless they have opted out.
She also informed the Committee that the Board has received the preliminary 2022/2023 budget with a deficit in excess of the 1% that the Ministry of Education (MOE) allows.  She indicated that the MOE provides funding to school boards based on enrollment, this amount doesn’t cover the cost of contractual obligations covered by the various Collective Bargaining Agreements with the TDSB and that is part of why there is a shortfall. 
Emmy Pantin informed the Committee that there are a few public policy consultations taking place and encouraged member to participate.

	

	Research Presentation:
Model Schools for Inner Cities Data
	Sejal Patel, Associate Professor, School of Early Childhood Studies, Faculty of Community Services, Toronto Metropolitan University and Krischanda Bemister, Graduate Student, Research Manager, Toronto Metropolitan University provided a presentation on the research conducted on MSIC from 2010 to present.  The research report, Structural Supports for Learning Coaches: Lessons Learned from the Model Schools for Inner Cities, was published in December 2021.  

	

	MSIC Update
	Deferred to May 19, 2022 meeting
	

	CSW Update
	Deferred to May 19, 2022 meeting
	

	Business Arising from March 24 meeting
Motions/Recommendations
	There was no business arising from the March 24, 2022 meeting. 
	

	Working Group Updates
Membership
LOI
Child Care
	Membership Working Group:
Ayan Kailie was nominated as a new member by Emmy Pantin, Omar Khan seconded the nomination.  The Committee confirmed the nomination.  Ayan accepted the nomination.
Trustee Aarts indicated that there is still one (1) parent/community member vacancy and one (1) Organizational vacancy 
LOI Working Group:
Omar Khan provided a draft report on the work done by the LOI Working Group.  The draft report was provided ahead of the meeting.


Omar presented the work to the Committee and brought forward a recommendation to treat French and Gifted programs separately for the purposes of calculating the LOI.



	Omar Khan moved the following recommendation be made, Sejal Patel seconded the recommendation and the Committee confirmed the recommendation:
Whereas Model school supports provide additional staff, programs and funding that greatly benefit schools in need;
Whereas TDSB knows French program families will reduce LOI rank based on its own research;
Whereas Specialized programs added to existing model schools have caused the loss of model school status and hence supports, even though school need persists;
Whereas TDSB's equity policy aims to provide opportunities for all students in all schools, removing systemic barriers, 
Whereas the LOI calculation for elementary schools with specialized programs is erecting a systemic barrier to equity;
Whereas Specialized program students in elementary schools are mostly separated from mainstream students;
Whereas Alternative schools inside existing schools are already treated as separate schools for the purposes of LOI calculation;
Be it resolved that the TDSB review and calculate a new LOI ranking for elementary schools where each French and gifted program is treated as a separate school for calculation purposes for the upcoming school year; and
Be it resolved that this report should be used in the upcoming LOI policy review to consider how LOI is calculated in future.

	Other Business
	There was no other business discussed.
	

	Next Meeting
	Thursday, May 19, 2022 at 6:00 p.m.
	

	Adjournment
	At 11:15 a.m. it was moved to extend the meeting by 5 minutes.
Thursday, April 28, 2022 at 11:25 a.m. 
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LOI Working Group of the ICCAC

DRAFT Report for Discussion at ICCAC. April 2022

PLEASE DO NOT CIRCULATE – SEND COMMENTS TO OMAR.KHAN@GMAIL.COM



Dear ICCAC Members,

This first draft of our report is a joint effort of many, and we all would appreciate your feedback and support. Many parts of the report remain bullet points, to be fleshed out. We wanted to gather ICCAC feedback before the complete report is written. 

Omar Khan (chair of LOI Working Group)



LOI Working Group Members: 

· From the ICCAC: Omar Khan (chair), Robert Spencer, Laurie Green and former member David Clandfield

· From Blake St School Council:  Valerie Laurie, Ethan Siller, Meaghan Phillips, Amber Anklesaria, Ian Macpherson, Jennifer Zurba

Executive Summary

· To be written after report complete 

The Problem

The Blake Street Junior Public School (Blake Street) school council noticed that the school was going to lose its Model School status because their Learning Opportunities Index (LOI) rank was dropping quickly, and would likely fall below the rank 150 cut-off for Model Schools (2020 rank: 147, 2011 rank: 27). This was happening despite the school having a large number of students with high need. Blake Street serves a largely racialized, lower-income community, including 6 Toronto Community Housing buildings. A French Immersion program was placed in Blake St in 2014 by the Board, and every year a grade for French was added, until the addition of grade 6 in 2020. Based on TDSB research stating that “the majority of students enrolled in the FSL [French as a Second Language] programs came from a two-parent household; had parents with a higher level of education; and came from a family with a higher socio-economic status (SES) compared to TDSB students in general,” the Blake St parents concluded that the addition of French Immersion and the influx of out-of-catchment, middle-class, mostly-white students was quickly changing the LOI rank of the school. In discussions with other parents, they learned that a similar change was occurring at a number of Model Schools that had introduced French or gifted programs, including Queen Victoria PS, Ryerson CS, Parkdale J&SPS, DA Morrison MS, Queen Alexandra PS, amongst others. 

In March of 2021, the Blake St school council brought a motion to the ICCAC, requesting a review and revision of the LOI methodology. The parents point out that TDSB’s Enhancing Equity Task Force recommended in 2017 that the TDSB ensure equitable educational access, experiences, and opportunities for all  students in all schools , with specific recommendations to remove systemic barriers between schools by examining practices that result in inequitable access to specialized programs and improve access to resources and supports so that schools can offer a variety of specialized programs to all students. Yet, they point out, what is happening at Model Schools getting French and gifted programs is out-of-catchment, generally higher socioeconomic status families are getting access to specialized programs and simultaneously those children most in need and served by Model Schools programming are losing their supports – the exact opposite of the board’s equity goals. Those lost supports include staff and money. On the staff side, there are additional staff, teacher supports, and a community support worker. The extra money helps pay for things like class trips, performances, discounted access to programs, and more. 

This working group was formed to explore the problem and, if warranted, suggest possible actions to the Board to remedy the problem. 

Background

Before going into the detail on the findings of the working group, there are a number of topics where some knowledge will be assumed. We briefly outline these topics and provide links to further details.  

Equity

· Include a brief definition of equity in education, and TDSB’s goals on equity

Learning Opportunities Index

· Brief summary 

Model Schools

· What is a model school

· What do schools get when they are a model school

· Money

· Coaches, other supports

· 1.5 teachers. help reduce class sizes

· Community support worker

· What have been the measured effects of the program

· Effects after 3 and 10 years (link to research)

· Recent state of the program

Funding For Education Equity – The Learning Opportunities Grant and LOI related grants

· Insert part of David Clandfield’s notes (see here and here), to summarize how this works right now

Specialized Programs: French and Gifted

· Briefly describe French (French Immersion and Extended French) and Gifted programs 

· Discuss the allocation trends of these programs, i.e. it seems they are put in schools with some empty space



The Investigation

· Describe who is in the working group 

· ICCAC members and former member

· Blake St School Council members and other parents from Blake St

· Our Roadmap:

· April 2021: Gathering Concerns of Community Members (meeting notes)

· May 2021: How LOI is calculated, TDSB Research (initial discussion, notes from working group meeting)

· June 2021: Learning about Model Schools, on the ground (Model Schools principal and CSW)

· Feb 2022: Motion at ICCAC asking TDSB to commit to beginning review of the P067 LOI policy before December 2022 (see motions in meeting minutes)

· Feb 2022: Reviewing Notes, Developing Draft Recommendations

· March 2022: Funding: Provincial Learning Opportunities Grants (LOG) and its connection to LOI and Model Schools, David Clandfield, former ICCAC member. (notes)

· Feb 2022 to April 2022: Discussing Draft Recommendations with Stakeholders

· May 2022: Revising Recommendations and Report, submitting to ICCAC and The Board

In discussing what aspects of our investigation to include in this report, the group decided to focus on how the LOI is calculated, and how equity initiatives and Model Schools in particular are funded. Our investigation covered more than this, and we encourage the reader to refer to our meeting minutes to dive deeper. 

How LOI Is Calculated

· Go into more detail on how the LOI is calculated in the context of a normal school

· Explain what happens if an alternative school is added to an existing school building (new school on LOI list)

· Explain what happens when a French or gifted program is added

· French and gifted are separate programs in the school, kids do not take classes with mainstream students

· Yet from the perspective of the LOI calculation, all the kids are lumped together 

· Explore some outcomes of this, see tables below

		School

		Specialized Program

		Year added

		LOI 2020
Rank

		LOI 2017
Rank

		LOI 2014
Rank

		LOI 2011
Rank

		LOI 2009
Rank



		Blake Street JPS

		French Immersion

		2014 with SK FI, adding one grade each year until 2020 (when program was fully phased in with addition of grade 6)

		147

		96

		39

		27

		35



		Queen Victoria PS

		Gifted 

		2009 with one grade 4 class; by 2017 gifted comprised 20% of the school population

		200

		151

		125

		64

		52



		Ryerson Community School

		Extended French

		

		158

		125

		48

		21

		22



		Parkdale J&SPS

		French Immersion

		

		183

		118

		99

		86

		74



		DA Morrison PS

		French Immersion

		

		214

		124

		140

		114

		141



		Queen Alexandra PS

		Extended French

		

		169

		90

		58

		32

		36





Table 1: LOI Rank changes in some elementary schools with new specialized programs

		School

		Host School

		Year added

		LOI 2020
Rank

		LOI 2017
Rank

		LOI 2014
Rank

		LOI 2011
Rank

		LOI 2009
Rank



		Downtown Vocal Music Academy

		Ryerson Community School

		2012 with grades 4-6 students; 2013 grade 7; 2014 grade 8 

		193

		143

		151

		-

		-



		East Alternative School of Toronto

		Blake Street JPS

		

		427

		393

		412

		421

		416





Table 2: LOI separately calculated for certain specialized programs housed inside existing schools







Funding: Provincial Learning Opportunities Grants (LOG) and its connection to LOI and Model Schools 

· Budget discussion, take from David’s document and the work that Robert, David and Laurie are doing



Summary

Based on the investigation, the working group strongly believes that an unintended, inequitable outcome of the introduction of French or gifted programs into some Model Schools has been the loss (or impending loss) of Model School status, and hence all the associated supports, in those schools. It was also quite clear to the working group that the LOI computation appears flawed in elementary schools with French or gifted programs. However, since the Model Schools program has a sharp cut-off at 150, changing the LOI calculation will alter the rankings, and some other schools will lose their status. This line of discussion led to the suggestion of a two-pronged approach to resolving the original problem raised by the Blake St team:

1. Short-term: Revise how LOI is calculated in elementary schools with French or gifted programs. Initiate an LOI policy review as soon as possible (and not in 2025 as it is currently scheduled)

2. Longer-term: Discussions at the Board level on how funding, particularly from the LOG Demographic Allocation, is allocated for equity initiatives and in particular Model Schools



Working Group Recommendations

Moratoriums Related to Model Schools with Specialized Programs Until After LOI Review

· TDSB reviews the effects on the LOI score when specialized programs are added to Model Schools. 

· The review includes a study where TDSB separate mainstream and French and gifted programs in elementary schools for LOI calculation purposes, and recalculate the LOI for elementary schools. E.g. in this calculation, there would be two Blake St schools, Blake St Mainstream and Blake St French Immersion. The study will be made public.  

· Based on these findings, TDSB considers changes to the LOI calculation and Model School identification 

· Until the LOI Review is complete, we recommend that:

· TDSB imposes a moratorium on removing Model School status at all current Model Schools affected by specialized programs

· TDSB imposes a moratorium on expanding specialized programs in Model Schools to students outside the original school catchment. 

· If the policy review calls for changes to LOI calculation and/or Model School identification, the moratoriums continue until changes are implemented

· TDSB introduces into Model Schools only those specialized programs that are based on the desires of current school families     

Transparency

The subcommittee’s meetings with TDSB Research answered some questions but left many questions unanswered, or unclear. Currently, the LOI calculation is opaque and cannot be fully understood from publicly available documents. Furthermore, because LOI scores are not comparable year-over-year, school communities cannot determine from the LOI data why changes have occurred. When asked about releasing data, concerns about privacy were raised, but they do not appear warranted, as all the variables used are aggregate statistics at the school level. Therefore, we recommend that:

· For every school, TDSB releases the values for the 6 component variables used in the LOI calculation (Median Income, % families getting social assistance, % families below low income measure, adults with low education, adults with university degree, lone-parent families). TDSB releases current and historic variable data

· TDSB Research releases a technical document describing how LOI is calculated, in sufficient detail that LOI scores could be replicated by an outside expert with access to the values for the 6 component variables     



LOI Review Panel

We recommend that:

· TDSB forms an advisory panel for every LOI review. The panel should include, but not be limited to, 

· Community members from Model Schools

· Member(s) of the ICCAC

· Third-party researchers (such as academics) with expertise in quantitative measurement of educational inequality

Funding

· There are no specific funding related recommendations yet. We are still discussing this, with Robert, David and Laurie putting together some recommendations



DRAFT - PLEASE DO NOT CIRCULATE – SEND COMMENTS TO OMAR.KHAN@GMAIL.COM
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What are the next steps?

Model School Status and LOI
April 2022

LOI Working Group of the ICCAC 











AMBER Introduce ourselves:
Last year we brought our motion to the ICCAC asking you to look into the way the LOI of certain Model Schools has been greatly impacted by the introduction of magnet programs like French Immersion and Gifted programs. You all listened and took up the mantle. Since then, we’ve done research and we’ve learned a lot and we’re ready to move forward. We know that losing Model School status means losing money, but we know that losing that money also means losing so, so much more.
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What would Blake lose if we lost our LOI status?

Support from a Community Support Worker (Ian)

Chess programs for all students

Purchase of culturally relevant and responsible books

Teacher release time for Professional Development opportunities

Hearing and Vision screenings

Extra Special Education staffing allocations

Funded field trips - AGO, ROM, Science Centre

Exposure to the Arts

Prologue performances

Murals with artists - community building, self-representation of students, equity based learning and conversation embedded into classroom programming

Partnerships

Jays Cares - Winter Clothing

TFSS - Breakfast/Snack Program

Potential to be responsive to the needs of the community in the future

2









VALERIE  Losing Model School status also means school communities are at risk to lose access to food security programs, pediatric hearing and vision screenings, extra Special Ed allocations, free field trips to important institutions like the ROM, AGO, and Science Centre - valuable places of learning where many of our students simply won’t be able to go without those partnerships. Being a Model School also means children experiencing need receive winter clothing from the Jays Cares Foundation, opportunities to bring arts to students via Prologue performances, hands-on, community building and arts instruction with mural painting, and in-school performances from the National Ballet, and special relationships with Young Peoples’ Theatre, and, and, and... Partnerships that have gone so very far to engage our students and give every single one of them the benefits of the arts, expression and even warm clothing to keep them safe outdoors. Certainly not least, we’d lose access to our wonderful Community Support Worker who has been so integral to our Council and our school-wide equity work ensuring our community thrives. Because Model Schools are really about building a community encompassing the the ethos of belonging, dignity, and justice and providing the supports necessary for that crucial, purposeful work.



Diversion of Funds



LOI Staffing Allocation - 0.5

LOG funding is being used to reduce class sizes (morning only) in order to meet Ministry’s Class Size Mandates
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VALERIE One of the things our journey to this point has confronted us with is constantly being told “there are finite funds, so the LOI has to be cut off at 150 because there just has to be a cut off.” But in all of our digging, we’ve found that Model Schools only accounts for a small percentage of LOG funds. It’s apparent the TDSB has been using LOG funds as a bit of a slush fund to make up funding shortfalls in other areas. This LOI Staffing Allocation of half a teacher to be used in the mornings in order to meet Ministry class size mandates, that, btw, is NOT given only to Model Schools, is clearly a way that the board is choosing to divert funds out of the LOG pot of money because the GSN isn’t enough to attain class size requirements. While obviously class size has an effect on Equity and fewer students in a classroom allows kids to more easily get the support they need from their teachers than in an over-crowded rooms, the LOG funding is not meant to be used to lower class sizes to meet the bare minimum staffing requirements. This .5 of a teacher is used at each Principal’s discretion each year to create class sizes that fit Ministry mandates. There is never a guarantee that this staff is being used to support the kids LOG funding is meant to support. Eg. This year at Blake, it was used to reduce class sizes in French Jr grades because otherwise the staffing allocation provided by the Board wasn’t enough to meet those mandates. It’s a case by case basis, and Principals are between a rock and a hard place when having to come up with staffing models that fit the allocations the board provides, but this LOI staffing allocation is a misappropriation of funds to make up for classroom funding from the Ministry that is too low to begin with.
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Why this is An Equity Issue?



TDSB’s Equity Policy states that “ensuring equitable learning opportunities, supports and an inclusive learning culture for every student in every classroom, school is the only way to provide improved achievement and wellbeing for all our students”.



Losing Model School status due to an inflated LOI is systemic racism and needs to be addressed NOW. 



While we are caught up in bureaucracy, this violence is being enacted upon our most marginalized children and families.
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AMBER The TDSB refusing to acknowledge the inadequacies of the current LOI algorithm and how it is applied is the effective erasure of the existence of the vulnerable kids the equity statement is meant to help, by ignoring the data showing the harm in the system as it is. These are predictable outcomes of centralized decision making that are the responsibility of the TDSB to remedy. This is systemic racism. This is anti-Black and anti-Indigenous racism. This is violence and we can and must act now. And now, Omar Khan. Omar, thank you for taking such a strong lead on this committee and making sure it’s kept moving forward. Omar is going to break down this data and how the system has been enacted thus far. 
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School ABC LOI Indicators Calculation

5



		Postal Code		# of Students

		A1A 1A1		5

		A2A 2A2		9

		…		…

		N1N 1N1		6

		Total Students		280



External agencies: StatsCan and Environics produce an estimate for each indicator reflecting postal codes of kids in school

		Median Income		% low income families		% families social assistance		% Adults Low Education		% Adults University Degrees		% Lone-Parent Families













Now, imagine School ABC adds a French Immersion program…

“Overall, the majority of students enrolled in the FSL [French as a Second Language] programs: 

came from a two-parent household

had parents with a higher level of education; and 

came from a family with a higher socio-economic status (SES) 

compared to TDSB students in general.”



— Toronto District School Board research, 2015
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		Postal Code		# of Students

		A1A 1A1		5

		A2A 2A2		9

		…		…

		N1N 1N1		6

		Total Students		280



School ABC+French Immersion LOI Indicators Calculation
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		Median Income		% low income families		% families social assistance		% Adults Low Education		% Adults University Degrees		% Lone-Parent Families



+

-

-

-

+

-

		Postal Code		# of Students

		A1A 1A1		5

		A2A 2A2		9

		…		…

		N1N 1N1		6

		P1P 1P1		4

		Q1Q 1Q1		7

		…		…

		Z1Z 1Z1		5

		Total Students		330





out of catchment

French Immersion











The reality with French and Gifted Programs in Model Schools
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		School		Specialized Program		Year added		LOI 2020
Rank		LOI 2017
Rank		LOI 2014
Rank		LOI 2011
Rank		LOI 2009
Rank

		Blake Street JPS		French Immersion		2014 with SK FI, adding one grade each year until 2020 (when program was fully phased in with addition of grade 6)		147		96		39		27		35

		Queen Victoria PS		Gifted 		2009 with one grade 4 class; by 2017 gifted comprised 20% of the school population		200		151		125		64		52

		Ryerson Community School		Extended French				158		125		48		21		22

		Parkdale J&SPS		French Immersion				183		118		99		86		74

		DA Morrison PS		French Immersion				214		124		140		114		141

		Queen Alexandra PS		Extended French				169		90		58		32		36



LOI Rank Decreases!!!!











What happens if an alternative school is added in an existing school?

Alternative schools, even in the same building with the same admin team, are treated as separate schools for purpose of LOI
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School ABC and Alternative School PQR LOI Indicators Calculation
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		Median Income		% low income families		% families social assistance		% Adults Low Education		% Adults University Degrees		% Lone-Parent Families

		-		+		+		+		-		+

		+		-		-		-		+		-



		Postal Code		# of Students

		P1P 1P1		4

		Q1Q 1Q1		7

		…		…

		Z1Z 1Z1		5

		Total Students		50



		Postal Code		# of Students

		A1A 1A1		5

		A2A 2A2		9

		…		…

		N1N 1N1		6

		Total Students		280



External agencies produce separate estimates for each school

School ABC

Alternative School PQR















Motion: Treat French and Gifted Programs as Separate Schools for LOI

WHEREAS Model school supports provide additional staff, programs and funding that greatly benefit schools in need,

WHEREAS TDSB knows French program families will reduce LOI rank based on its own research,

WHEREAS Specialized programs added to existing model schools have caused the loss of model school status and hence supports, even though school need persists,

WHEREAS TDSB's equity policy aims to provide opportunities for all students in all schools, removing systemic barriers, 

WHEREAS the LOI calculation for elementary schools with specialized programs is erecting a systemic barrier to equity,

WHEREAS Specialized program students in elementary schools are mostly separated from mainstream students

WHEREAS Alternative schools inside existing schools are already treated as separate schools for the purposes of LOI calculation



BE IT RESOLVED THAT TDSB review and calculate a new LOI ranking for elementary schools where each French and gifted program is treated as a separate school for calculation purposes for the upcoming school year and

BE IT RESOLVED THAT this report should be used in the upcoming LOI policy review to consider how LOI is computed in future.
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April Updates from the Board:



Covid Protocols:

· Masking in the TDSB – The TDSB takes its direction from the province, which does not require masks, however given the increase in COVID-19 cases and the high number of absences, we as a system, are asking that all staff and students wear a well-fitting mask when indoors in schools to limit the spread of COVID-19 and help minimize disruption from COVID-related absences.

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/News/Article-Details/ArtMID/474/ArticleID/1793/Masking-at-the-TDSB 

· Layers of Protection: Letter from Toronto Public Health

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/News/Article-Details/ArtMID/474/ArticleID/1794/Layers-of-Protection-Letter-from-Toronto-Public-Health 

Secondary Online Learning Graduation Requirement

· The Ontario Ministry of Education has introduced a new graduation requirement for secondary students to complete two e-Learning credits as part of the 30 credits required for the Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD). It applies only to students who entered Grade 9 on or after September 1, 2020 which means that they are now in Grade 9 or Grade 10. 

· Students may withdraw/opt out of this new requirement without penalty and graduate with an OSSD

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/High-School/GradesExamsDiplomas/Getting-your-Diploma/Online-Learning-Requirement 

Developing the 2022-23 Budget

· Budget Development Presentation - https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership/Boardroom/Agenda-Minutes/Type/A?Folder=Agenda%2f20220407&Filename=8.pdf 

· 2022-23 Budget Full Website - https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Business-Services/Budgets-and-Financial-Statements/Developing-the-2022-2023-Budget 

· Preliminary Budget (April 26th) - https://www.tdsb.on.ca//Leadership//Boardroom//AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=A&Folder=Agenda%2f20220426&Filename=5.pdf 

· 2021-22 Pandemic Funding Update - https://www.tdsb.on.ca//Leadership//Boardroom//AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=A&Folder=Agenda%2f20220426&Filename=6.pdf  

Human Rights Annual Report 2020 - 2021 (includes data from the student reporting portal)

· https://www.tdsb.on.ca//Leadership//Boardroom//AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=A&Folder=Agenda%2f20220406&Filename=6.1.pdf 

Combatting Hate and Racism – Student Learning Strategy

· https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Equity-Anti-Racism-and-Anti-Oppression/Student-Learning-Strategy 

Annual Report on Mathematics, 2021-2022

· https://www.tdsb.on.ca//Leadership//Boardroom//AgendaMinutes.aspx?Type=A&Folder=Agenda%2f20220406&Filename=6.2.pdf 

Board Self Improvement

· Recommendations for Continuous Improvement - https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Leadership/Boardroom/Agenda-Minutes/Type/A?Folder=Agenda%2f20220420&Filename=15.3.pdf 

Policy Consultation - Student Attendance, Safe Arrival and Safe Departure Policy (P085)

· https://www.tdsb.on.ca/Community/Public-Consultations/Student-Attendance-Safe-Arrival-and-Safe-Departure-Policy-Review 

Backpack and School Supplies Drive (fundraiser)

· https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Partnership-Opportunities/Business-Development/Backpack-and-School-Supplies-Drive 

Technology Access for All (fundraiser to augment the TDSB 1:1 student device program)

· https://www.tdsb.on.ca/techaccessall 

Elementary Summer School 2022

· Program Dates: July 4-29, 2022; Registration is online.

· Program delivery method is in-person this year.  One remote (online) program is available.  Please see full list of programs at https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Innovation/Elementary-Summer-School 
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