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1. RATIONALE

The Home Instruction Policy (the ‘Policy’) was developed in support of the Board’s legislative duties and obligations under the Education Act and the corresponding Ontario Regulation 298 (Operation of Schools – General) to provide access to curriculum programming and/or remediation for students who are of compulsory school age (18 years old and below) and who are unable to attend school full-time for medical and/or social-emotional reasons. These reasons include short-term physical, long-term physical, and special circumstances.

1. OBJECTIVE

To establish the Board's commitment to providing home instruction services for all eligible pupils in accordance with the requirements of Ontario Regulation 298 (Operation of Schools - General).

1. DEFINITIONS

Board refers to the Toronto District School Board, which is also referred to as “TDSB.”

Home Instruction Services refers to support at home for students from Kindergarten to 18 years of age who are registered in school and unable to attend for medical and or social-emotional reasons. 

Long-term Physical Circumstances refers to a long-term disability or illness (e.g., cancer treatment, brain injury) which prevents regular school attendance. 

Short-term Physical Circumstances refers to a temporary physical condition (e.g., broken leg or surgery) which prevents regular school attendance. 

Social-Emotional Reasons refer to a range of complex difficulties (e.g., severe anxiety, depression) which prevent regular school attendance.

Special Circumstances refers to social, emotional, behavioural or legal issues which prevent regular school attendance. 

TDSB refers to the Toronto District School Board, which is also referred to as the “Board”.

1. RESPONSIBILITY 

The Director of Education holds primary responsibility for overseeing this Policy. Within the Director’s Office, the responsibility for the day-to-day management and coordination of the Policy is assigned to the Associate Director: Leadership, Learning and School Improvement, and subsequently, the Centrally Assigned Principal: Leadership, Learning and School Improvement. 

1. APPLICATION AND SCOPE 

This Policy applies to all students from Kindergarten to 18 years of age who are registered in school with the TDSB. 

1. POLICY

5. Home instruction services will be provided to students from Kindergarten to 18 years of age who are registered in a TDSB school but who are unable to attend school full-time for medical and/or social-emotional reasons. These reasons include short-term physical, long-term physical and special circumstances.

5. Home instruction services may be suggested by the school principal, or designate, after a student has been absent for 15 consecutive days. 

5. Home instruction will not be permitted for students who are attending school on a part-time basis.  

5. Home instruction services will not be provided to a student who is on a refusal to admit from their school. A student on a refusal to admit can attend a program offered through Caring and Safe Schools.

5. Only Ontario Certified Teachers (contract or occasional) employed by the TDSB may be eligible to provide home instruction services for TDSB students.

5. Home Instruction will occur face-to-face, when possible, and may occur outside of the school day (e.g., evenings, weekends).  

5. Schools principals, or designates, are responsible for initiating the home instruction application.

5. Home instruction teachers will only be paid for hours of instruction. 
5. Home instruction services may be provided for a maximum of three (3) months. A review, including new medical documentation, will be conducted to extend home instruction services.

1. SPECIFIC DIRECTIVES

The Director of Education is authorized to issue operational procedures to implement this Policy.

1. EVALUATION

This Policy is to be reviewed and updated as required, but at minimum, every four (4) years.

1. APPENDICES

Not Applicable

1. REFERENCE DOCUMENTS

Legislation:
· Education Act
· Ontario Regulation 298 (Operation of schools – General), s. 11 (11)

Procedures:
· Home Instruction (PR554) 

Home Instruction Policy (P060)	Page 1 of 3
G02(R:\secretariat\staff\g02\03\PR501.doc)sec.1530


Home Instruction Policy (P060)	Page 2 of 3
G02(R:\secretariat\staff\g02\03\P060.doc)sec.1530
