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Agenda 

• COVID-19 in Toronto to date 
• Grey Lockdown Control Level 
• Role of Toronto Public Health and Hospital 

testing partners in schools 
• Aerosol transmission 
• Questions 



COVID-19 in Toronto 

Data as of November 22nd, 2020 at 2 PM 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/ 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/
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COVID-19 in Toronto – rates by 

neighbourhood 

From October 1 to November 23rd, 2020 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/ 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/


COVID-19 in Toronto 

Update as of November 22nd at 2:00 PM 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/ 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-latest-city-of-toronto-news/covid-19-status-of-cases-in-toronto/


  

 

   

Schools and COVID-19 cases 

• Cases and Outbreaks of COVID-19 are smaller compared to 
the community and other institutional outbreaks 

• Schools are the source of about 10% of COVID-19 cases 
related to all outbreaks in the City. 
• Outbreaks in schools are made up of fewer cases 

compared to other institutions 

• In Ontario, schools accounted for 7% of all cases. That figure 
has stayed between 7 and 9 % since the second week of 
school. 



 
  

  

 
 

 
 
  

Schools and COVID-19 Cases 

• Secondary school outbreaks  do not appear to be the 
reason behind an increase in the percentage of 
teenagers whose COVID test results come back 
positive 

• Test-positivity rate by age group (week of Nov8): 
• 14 to 17 years - highest test-positivity rate of any age 

group in Toronto at 10.2% 
• Young adults ages of 18 to 23 years - 9.5% 
• Children ages 4 to 13 years – 5.4% 

• Reasons beyond school to explain higher rate in 
teenagers 



 
 

  

As of Monday November 23rd- Toronto is in Grey 
Control Lockdown Level 

News Release Nov 20, 2020 Hyperlinked 

Schools follow advice of Ministry of 
Education and local public health 

https://www.toronto.ca/news/city-of-toronto-supports-provincial-lockdown-measures-to-reduce-covid-19-transmission/


 

 
 

 

• Stay home except to: 
• Attend school/work 
• Pick up essentials like groceries 
• Attend health care 
• Exercise 

• Commitment to keep schools open while 
they continue to be safer places for 
students to learn and grow 



https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-response-framework-keeping-ontario-safe-and-
open#grey 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/covid-19-response-framework-keeping-ontario-safe-and-open#grey


 

  

  

  

 

 

 

What is the Role of Toronto Public Health in 

Schools During COVID-19 

• Support school boards and principals with COVID-
19 information needs and provide resources. 

• Investigate COVID-19 cases and close contacts & 
facilitate testing. 

• Investigate cases occurring at schools for suspect 
and confirmed outbreaks. 

• Work with school boards/schools to maintain 
COVID 19 public health prevention measures. 

• Provide Immunization Clinics (i.e. Flu Clinics) in the 
community. 

• Support Student Nutrition programs. 
• Respond to other school based communicable 

disease cases and potential outbreaks. 



  
 

 
 

 

  

 

TPH School Response 

Toronto Public Health has established: 
• A team of COVID 19 School Liaison Public 

Health Nurses to provide outreach, education 
and COVID-19 prevention services 

• A team of 
Communicable 
Disease 
Investigators to 
follow-up when 
there is a positive 
case(s) or outbreak 

Image from: Pixabay 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/liaison-public-health-nurse/


  
  

  
 

   

  

 

What is the Role of the TPH COVID-19 School 

Liaison Public Health Nurse (PHN) 

• Conduct assessments, consultations and provide education 
to schools related to COVID 19 prevention measures. 
Includes onsite visit to review IPAC measures. 

• Support school mental health and well-being. 
• Provide COVID-19 information sessions for school staff and 

parents/caregivers. 
• Provide the initial response when there is a laboratory 

confirmed COVID-19 case in a school. 
• Help support the CDI and Outbreak team when there is an 

investigation. 
• Provide testing support- communication and coordination 

role. 
• To find your public health nurse go to the webpage: COVID 

19 School Liaison Public Health Nurses 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/liaison-public-health-nurse/


 

  
 

 

What is the Role of the TPH Communicable 

Disease Investigor (CDI) 

Case & Contact Communicable Disease 
Investigators (C&C CDI) 

• Investigates and monitors cases and any 
high risk close contacts. 

Outbreak Communicable Disease 
Investigators (OB CDI) 

• Investigates the setting- and declares when 
there is an Outbreak (OB). 



 
 

 
  

  
 

Outbreak Classification 

Ministry of Health COVID-19 Guidance 

• An outbreak in a school is defined as two or 
more lab-confirmed COVID-19 cases in students 
and/or staff (or other visitors) in a school with an 
epidemiological link, within a 14-day period, 
where at least one case could have reasonably 
acquired their infection in the school (including 
transportation and before/after school care) 



 
 

  

 

 

  

School Outbreak Investigation 

In response to a reported case of COVID-19 in a 
student/staff/visitor in a school, the following will take 
place once there is verification of a lab-confirmed 
positive case: 
Initial Response 
School Liaison PHN will: 
• Contact the school to collect initial information. 
• The PHN will support the principals in making a 

decision to dismiss a cohort until the Outbreak CDI 
begins the investigation. 

• Reinforce important prevention measures. 



 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

    

 
 

School Outbreak (OB) Investigation 

Outbreak Investigation 
Once the Initial Notification and Information received, an 
outbreak investigator will begin an investigation: 

• Contact school and verify whether there was an exposure in 
the school setting and complete the investigation. 

• Identify who may have been exposed and ensure they are 
isolated. 

• Determine if the exposure is limited to a single case 
(monitoring), 2 cases with no school transmission (suspect 
OB) or 2 or more cases with transmission occurring in school 
setting (confirmed outbreak). 

• Monitor the setting until no further cases reported after 14 
days from the last confirmed case. 



  

 

 

What is the role of our Hospital Partners 

during COVID-19 

• To provide clinical services including 
treatment. 

• To provide Emergency services 
• To provide testing and clinical 

assessment. 
• Some provide community 

outreach and services. 

Image from: Creazilla 



  

  

 

Where can you go to be tested 

• Assessment Centers (these are 
arranged by our hospital partners) 

• Participating Pharmacies (need to meet 
requirements for testing at these sites) 

• Mobile Pop Up Centers 

Go to the TPH Website: COVID-19 
Testing for more information 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-what-you-should-do/covid-19-have-symptoms-or-been-exposed/covid-19-assessment-centres/


 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospital COVID-19 Assessment Centers in 

Toronto 

• Etobicoke General Hospital 
Drive Through 

• Humber River Hospital Church 
Site 

• Humber River Reactivation 
Center Finch Site 

• Michael Garron Hospital 
• Mount Sinai Hospital 
• Na-Me-Res Auduzhe Mino 

Nesewinong (Place of Healthy 
Breathing) 

• North York General Branson 
Site 

• Scarborough Health Network 
*Birchmount Hospital 
*Centenary Hospital 
*General Hospital 

• Sunnybrook Health Sciences 
Centre 

• UHN Toronto Western 
Hospital 

• Unity – St. Joseph’s Health 
Centre 

• Unity – St. Michael’s Hospital 
• Women’s College Hospital 

Go to the TPH Website: COVID-19 Testing for more information 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-what-you-should-do/covid-19-have-symptoms-or-been-exposed/covid-19-assessment-centres/


 

 
  

School Testing Model 

School testing is co ordinated centrally with Ontario Health (OH) 
(province).  OH has developed this process in Collaboration with TPH 



 

 
  
  

Testing Recommendations 

• TPH makes a testing recommendation for 
school. 

• TPH doesn’t do the testing. Testing is 
co-ordinated through the Province. 

• In Toronto –school testing is co-ordinated 
through the Toronto Region of Ontario 
Health. 



 
 

 
  

 

Testing Recommendations 

• Principal is included in the planning 
process and contributes important 
information about their school community 
relevant to testing. 

• When details confirmed, TPH provides 
letters with testing information for 
principals to share with impacted cohorts. 

• TPH will request from the principal a list of 
students and staff who are being 
recommended for testing. 



  

 

  
 

 
 

 

Testing scenarios for Schools 

Two options provided for testing: 

(1) Dedicated hours at an Assessment Center 
• Registration process determined by the testing 

facility – generally online with option for phone 
access 

(2) On-site testing at the school– provided to 
impacted cohorts or entire school 

• Hours, set up and registration process 
determined by school and testing partner 



Aerosol transmission of COVID-19 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/8de9-COVID19-Transmission-Aerosols-Ventilation.pdf 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/8de9-COVID19-Transmission-Aerosols-Ventilation.pdf


 

Aerosol Transmission 

From: https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-10-28/a-room-a-bar-and-a-class-how-the-coronavirus-is-spread-through-the-air.html 

https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-10-28/a-room-a-bar-and-a-class-how-the-coronavirus-is-spread-through-the-air.html


 https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-10-28/a-room-a-bar-and-a-class-how-the-coronavirus-is-spread-through-the-air.html From: 

https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-10-28/a-room-a-bar-and-a-class-how-the-coronavirus-is-spread-through-the-air.html


 

 

Public Health Measures in School 

Screening – staff, 

students, visitors 

Frequent cleaning 
of surfaces 

Between 
Cohorts 

Student/Staff/Visitor 

Face Mask Use 

Ventilation 
in classrooms 

Keeping students 
in cohorts 



Prevention Measures: Face Masks 



  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Qualities of a Good Cloth Mask –updated 

• Your mask should fit your face, covering your nose, 
mouth and chin without gaping. 

• Your mask should be comfortable, easy to breathe 
through, and not limit your vision. 

• Masks should be made of at least two layers of tightly 
woven fabric (such as cotton or linen), and, if possible, 
a middle “filter” layer. A three layer mask can provide 
added protection. 

• For masks with a pocket, add a disposable coffee 
filter, paper towel, or reusable filter cloth. 

• For masks without a pocket, cut/unstitch one end and 
tuck a filter in between the two layers. 

• https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/97f8-COVID-19-Guidance-for-Use-of-Face-Masks-and-Coverings-by-Public.pdf 

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/97f8-COVID-19-Guidance-for-Use-of-Face-Masks-and-Coverings-by-Public.pdf


 
                                     

                                

TPH Guidance Document for Schools 

• Guidance Document developed for 
Schools 

• COVID-19 School Prevention Checklist 
developed that 
follows guidance 
document 

https://www.toronto.ca/home/covid-19/covid-19-reopening-recovery-rebuild/covid-19-reopening-guidelines-for-businesses-organizations/covid-19-guidance-elementary-secondary-schools/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/9833-COVID-19-School-Reopening-Checklist.pdf


  

 
 

Thank You! 

Thank you for working to 
keep our school communities 

safe 
Image from: Wikimedia Commons 
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