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Revised Trustee Determination and Distribution ï 2018 Municipal Election 

To: Special Committee of the Whole Board (Public) 

Date: 9 August 2018 

Report No.: 08-18-3467 

 

Strategic Directions 

Å Build Strong Relationships and Partnerships Within School Communities to Support 

Student Learning and Well-Being 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that for the 2018 municipal election: 

a) A total of 22 trustees be determined for the Toronto District School Board; and, 

b) That trustees select and approve one of the trustee distribution options presented in 

Appendix B for submission to the Ministry of Education by August 14, 2018 in 

accordance with Bill 5, The Better Local Government Act and Ontario Regulation 

412/00, Elections to and Representation on District Boards. 

Context 

On February 7, 2018, the Board approved new trustee ward boundaries that aligned with the City 

of Torontoôs decision to increase the number of councillors to 47. This decision necessitated 

changes to City ward boundaries. The Board is required to align its electoral boundaries with any 

changes to the municipal ward boundaries. Both the City and the TDSB conducted extensive 

consultations with the community on the proposed municipal and school board boundary changes. 

The municipal and school board boundary changes were in effect prior to the start of the municipal 
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and school board electoral process and well before the opening of candidate nominations and the 

start of the campaign period.  

 

However, in late July 2018, the Ontario government announced its intention to introduce 

legislation to reduce the number of municipal councillors to 25 from 47.  The government also 

announced the new electoral boundaries would mirror the existing City of Toronto 

federal/provincial electoral boundaries. Shortly after the government introduced the enabling 

legislation, Bill 5, The Better Local Government Act, and on July 30, 2018 subsequent changes 

were made to Regulation 412, Elections to and Representation on District Boards. 

 

As a result, these changes require the Toronto District School Board to once again realign its 

trustee ward boundaries using the 25 provincial/federal boundaries in the City of Toronto.  

 

The TDSB has been advised it must complete the boundary changes, approve the new alignment 

plan and communicate this approval to the Ministry no later than August 14, 2018.  The TDSB 

must also submit its completed realignment plan ï also formally called a Determination and 

Distribution report ï along with ward maps to the Minister of Education, the school board election 

clerk, and the secretary of all other school boards in the Boardôs jurisdiction by August 17, 2018.   

 

Torontoôs other school boards are also required to realign their trustee boundaries.  Toronto 

school boards that do not approve a realignment plan by August 14 will have one imposed on 

them by the provincial government.  

 

Staff has prepared options for boundary changes based on the following guiding principles: 

Distribution of Schools, Distribution of Students, Distribution of Electoral Population and the 

Geographic Alignment of Provincial Riding Boundaries to Current TDSB Ward Boundaries.  

Existing Learning Centre boundaries and community/neighbourhood groupings were also 

considered. 
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The Toronto District School Board is entitled to have 22 elected trustees for the 2018 Municipal 

Election, based on its electoral population. 

 

Action Plan and Associated Timeline 

The Board must communicate its intended determination (number) and distribution (geographic 

allocation) to the Minister of Education by August 14, 2018.  The Determination and Distribution 

report must be submitted to the Minister of Education, the school board election clerk, and the 

secretary of all other school boards in the City of Toronto no later than August 17, 2018 

 

Resource Implications 

Å Not applicable 

Communications Considerations 

Once approved, a map of the new trustee wards and a list of schools by the new trustee wards will 

be posted on the Boardôs website and shared with the system through the System Leadersô 

Bulletin and Direct Line.   

 

Communications will deploy a multi-level communications plan including direct email to parents, 

employees, website posting, media release to Toronto print, electronic, and social media.  Staff 

will also be reviewing the cost and copy deadline for community print and on-line newspaper 

notices/advertising. 

 

Board Policy and Procedure Reference(s) 

Å Not applicable 

Appendices 

Å Appendix A:  Summary of Options 

Å Appendix B:  Options for TDSB Trustee Wards 
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Å Appendix C:  TDSB Schools by Provincial Riding 

Å Appendix D:  Bill 5, The Better Local Government Act  

Å Appendix E:  Regulation 412, Elections to and Representation on District Boards 

From 

Lori Barnes, Executive Officer, Governance and Board Services at lori.barnes@tdsb.on.ca or at 

416-397-3516 

Andrew Gowdy, System Planning Officer, Strategy and Planning at andrew.gowdy@tdsb.on.ca or 

at 416-394-3917 

 

mailto:lori.barnes@tdsb.on.ca
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