
                                           

   
 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  
  

 

 

   
 

  

   
   

 
  

 

  
 

 

   
  

Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review for Eglinton 
Junior Public School, John Fisher Junior Public School, and 

the Bannockburn Building (12 Bannockburn Avenue) 

To: Planning and Priorities Committee 

Date: 23 June, 2021 

Report No.: 06-21-4127 

Strategic Directions 

 Provide Equity of Access to Learning Opportunities for All Students 

 Allocate Human and Financial Resources Strategically to Support Student 
Needs 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that: 

a) John Fisher Junior Public School become a dual-track school, beginning with 
Junior Kindergarten in the English program (and expanding by one grade per 
year up to and including Grade 5), effective September 1, 2022; 

b) The portion of Eglinton Junior Public School’s existing junior attendance area 
north of Broadway Avenue (including the north side of Broadway Avenue) be 
assigned to John Fisher Junior Public School, beginning with Junior Kindergarten 
(and expanding by one grade per year up to and including Grade 5), effective 
September 1, 2022; 

c) New students included in Part b) above with an older sibling attending Eglinton 
Junior Public School (in the same year that the younger sibling enters the school) 
be allowed to attend Eglinton Junior Public School until they graduate; 

d) The Bannockburn building be re-opened as Bannockburn Public School effective 
September 1, 2023, initially as a Junior Kindergarten to Grade 3 French 



  
   

   

 
    

 

     
 

 

 
    

   
 

  
  

   
    

 

 

    
 

 
    

   
 

   

  
 

 
   

 
  

  

Immersion centre, and expanding by one grade per year up to and including 
Grade 6 in September 2026; 

e) Senior Kindergarten to Grade 3 French Immersion students at John Fisher Junior 
Public School residing within the Bedford Park Public School/Blythwood Junior 
Public School shared attendance area, Bedford Park Public School attendance 
area, and John Wanless Junior Public School attendance area be redirected to 
Bannockburn, effective September 1, 2023; 

f) Senior Kindergarten to Grade 3 students with an older sibling in Grades 4 to 6 
attending John Fisher Junior Public School in September 2023 be allowed to 
remain at John Fisher Junior Public School until they graduate; 

g) The John Fisher Junior Public School Special Central Placement Process, 
approved by the Board of Trustees in March 2017 to relocate students wishing to 
withdraw from the French Immersion program at John Fisher Junior Public 
School in light of construction at 18-30 Erskine Avenue, be ended effective 
September 1, 2022; and 

h) The reversal of residential development redirections in Eglinton Junior Public 
School’s and John Fisher Junior Public School’s proposed attendance areas be 
considered in 2024-25, pending a review of accommodation pressures and 
space availability at the two schools. 

Context 

Rationale for the Review 

The Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review is a study in the Long-Term 
Program and Accommodation Strategy for 2020-2029, approved by the Board of 
Trustees in November 2020. It is a continuation of an extensive Program Area Review 
that was first undertaken in 2015-16. The first phase of the Program Area Review 
resulted in a series of grade changes, boundary changes, program adjustments, and 
capital projects including a replacement school at Davisville Jr PS, an addition at 
Hodgson MS, as well as internal renovations at Forest Hill Jr and Sr PS. 

Accommodation pressures have persisted at local schools, particularly at Eglinton Jr 
PS. The school has continued to operate with exemptions to primary class sizes, no 
music room, and classes being delivered in resource-sized rooms. Because the site is 
very small at 1.6 acres and cannot accommodate portables, 14 new residential 
developments in the school’s attendance area have been assigned to two holding 
schools, Whitney Jr PS and Rippleton PS. There are 22 proposed developments that 
still need to be accommodated within the next five years. A Special Central Placement 
Process was established in 2017 to prevent students leaving French Immersion at John 



   
  

    
  

   
   

    
 

 

  
    

     
   

    
 

  
    

 
  
    

 
  

     
 

    
   

   
   

    
   

 

  

  
     

   
 

Fisher Jr PS from attending Eglinton Jr PS and adding to the enrolment pressure (these 
students are placed at other nearby schools). 

The focus of this phase of the Yonge-Eglinton review is to continue looking at options to 
address overcrowding at Eglinton Jr PS and to balance growing student enrolment 
among local elementary schools in the area. In addition to Eglinton Jr PS, the review 
included John Fisher Jr PS and the Bannockburn building located at 12 Bannockburn 
Avenue. These schools are located in Ward 8 (Trustee Laskin) and Ward 11 (Trustee 
Chernos Lin). 

Preliminary Work of the Local Feasibility Team 

A Local Feasibility Team (LFT) composed of staff representatives of the impacted 
schools and the appropriate central departments, met on three occasions in February 
and March 2021 and developed a recommended scenario to address the pressures in 
the Yonge-Eglinton area that involved using John Fisher Jr PS to accommodate 
students from Eglinton Jr PS and the Bannockburn building to accommodate students 
from John Fisher Jr PS. 

John Fisher Jr PS is a French Immersion centre located within the Eglinton Jr PS 
attendance area and is in an ideal location to receive Eglinton Jr PS students because it 
is within walking distance. As a French Immersion centre, John Fisher Jr PS does not 
have an English Program attendance area. An English Program attendance area is 
needed to determine which Eglinton students will be accommodated at John Fisher Jr 
PS. An attendance area will be created by splitting the Eglinton attendance area in two, 
using Broadway Avenue as the dividing boundary. 

Space needs to be freed up at John Fisher Jr PS to receive the Eglinton students. To do 
this, French Immersion students will be accommodated in the Bannockburn building. 
The Bannockburn building is a core holding site that is currently leased out but will 
become available for TDSB use in the summer of 2022. The building will be re-opened 
as a French Immersion centre to accommodate John Fisher students. It is in a great 
location to receive the John Fisher students who live in the northern portion of the John 
Fisher French Immersion catchment area. A French Immersion catchment area will be 
created for the Bannockburn centre by merging the northern portion of the John Fisher 
French Immersion catchment area with the eastern portion of the Glen Park French 
Immersion catchment area. 

Work of the Program Area Review Team 

A Program Area Review Team (PART) was established in March 2021 involving the 
staff of the LFT and parent representatives of the impacted schools. The objective of the 
PART was to continue the work of the LFT in evaluating scenarios to address the 
pressures in the Yonge-Eglinton area through public consultation. The PART carefully 



  
   
    
  

  
 

   
  

 

   
 

   

   
  

  
 

 

   
    

  
  

   
  

 
 

  
   

  
 

  
     

   

  
 

   
   

  

analyzed actual and projected enrolment data, capacity and utilization data, and the 
recommended scenario by the LFT. The PART sought advice and feedback on the 
LFT’s recommended scenario from parents of the impacted schools and the broader 
community over the course of four working meetings and a public meeting. Two 
feedback surveys were also opened to school and community members to provide 
feedback. Two Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) documents were prepared to 
address questions received throughout the PART process; they are posted on the 
Program Area Review page of the TDSB’s website (https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-
Us/Strategy-Planning/Search-All-Reviews?id=166). 

The feedback showed mixed views. Most of the responses received in the consultation 
process indicated support for the recommended scenario, but there was also significant 
support for preserving John Fisher Jr PS as a French Immersion centre. 

The PART was in support of the major concepts of the LFT’s recommended scenario. 
The PART made some refinements to the scenario such as modifying the proposed 
French Immersion catchment areas. After thorough discussion and analysis, the PART 
members achieved consensus on all recommendations. 

Commentary on the Recommended Changes 

If approved, the boundary change between Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS, in 
conjunction with continued development redirections, will decrease and stabilize 
enrolment at Eglinton Jr PS. Enrolment is projected to decrease to 75% in this scenario 
by 2028, and remain stable at this level into the foreseeable future. In this scenario, 
John Fisher Jr PS will become a dual track, English and French Immersion school, with 
enrolment projected to stabilize at around 80% by 2027. At that time, the balance of 
French Immersion students to English students is projected to be approximately 60% to 
40%. 

It is important to note, however, that this recommendation assumes the continued 
redirection of residential developments away from the proposed Eglinton and John 
Fisher attendance areas for the time being. Additional reviews will be undertaken to 
continue redirecting residential developments to another site as they near completion. 

The re-opening of the Bannockburn building as a French Immersion centre will allow 
John Fisher Jr PS to provide much-needed accommodation relief to Eglinton Jr PS by 
creating space for an English program. 

The lease of Bannockburn to a private school is set to end in July 2022. Based on 
discussions with Facility Services staff, one year is required to retrofit the Bannockburn 
building and site to ensure compliance with TDSB standards. As such, the building 
cannot re-open until September 2023. The Bannockburn building will re-open in 
September 2023 with a JK to Grade 3 French Immersion cohort, expanding by one 

https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Strategy-Planning/Search-All-Reviews?id=166
https://www.tdsb.on.ca/About-Us/Strategy-Planning/Search-All-Reviews?id=166


   
 

  
 

   
   

   
   

 
  

 
 

 
  

   

 
   

   
  

  

 
    

 
 

   
 

 
 

   
 

  
  

     
 

 

grade per year until the program reaches Grade 6 in September 2026. The PART 
agreed that a larger grade range at Bannockburn will provide the critical mass required 
to best deliver programming and potentially childcare at the site. At the same time, 
existing John Fisher students in Grades 4 through 6 would be allowed to remain at John 
Fisher Jr PS through to graduation. 

Once the French Immersion program is fully phased-in, Bannockburn is expected to be 
fully utilized at 95% in 2030. The combined number of Early French Immersion spaces 
at John Fisher Jr PS and Bannockburn PS in this scenario is approximately 70 more JK 
to Grade 6 students than what John Fisher Jr PS currently offers on its own. These 
additional spots at Bannockburn PS could potentially be used to absorb French 
Immersion students residing in the Ledbury Park EMS and John Ross Robertson Jr PS 
attendance areas (or growth from the existing catchment area), pending an annual 
review of French Immersion applications. 

To minimize transitions for students as these recommendations are implemented, the 
grandparenting of younger siblings was an important consideration for the PART and 
has been factored into staff’s recommendations. 

Aligned with the implementation of the Eglinton and John Fisher boundary change, the 
John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process could be ended in September 
2022. Sufficient space would be then made available at Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher 
Jr PS to accommodate students wishing to withdraw from the John Fisher Jr PS French 
Immersion program. 

New residential developments in the current Eglinton Jr PS attendance area will still 
need to be assigned to other schools. As the boundary change and re-opening of 
Bannockburn PS are implemented and phased-in, space will be created at John Fisher 
Jr PS and Eglinton Jr PS over time. This will allow staff to engage in a review in 2024-
25 to determine a course of action with respect to reversing the redirections at an 
appropriate time. 

Staff concurs with the recommendations of the PART and is putting forth those that 
require Board approval. 

Other recommendations of the PART that do not require Board approval that staff 
support are: 

1. That TDSB begin retrofitting the Bannockburn building in July 2022 to ensure that 
it is compliant with TDSB standards prior to re-opening. 

2. That consideration may be given to Grade 3 French Immersion students at John 
Fisher Jr PS in September 2023 to remain at John Fisher Jr PS provided there is 
available space. 



   
   
     

 

  
   

 
    

  
   

 

   
   

   
 

   
     

   

    
    

     
 

   
  

   
 

  
  

   
    

   
 

     
   

     

3. That the intermediate and secondary pathway for Bannockburn PS’s French 
Immersion program be the same as the current John Fisher Jr PS French 
Immersion pathway (subject to change as per TDSB’s operational procedure 
PR597). 

There is general agreement among parents that, with careful planning and the 
commitment of school staff, administration, parents, the Superintendents, and Trustees, 
these recommendations will improve the current accommodation pressures in the 
Yonge-Eglinton area. With more residential development still being planned for the 
midtown area, these recommendations serve merely as a short to medium-term 
solution; a new elementary school is still required to accommodate the long-term 
student growth in this area. 

The French as a Second Language Advisory Committee (FSLAC) representatives who 
participated on the PART provided feedback on behalf of the FSLAC. The FSLAC does 
not support the conversion of John Fisher Jr PS into a dual track English and French 
Immersion school. It is a successful and longstanding French Immersion centre. They 
provided several recommendations including that the PART be reconvened in 2022 
after the pandemic to ensure full awareness of parents in the affected areas and to find 
an alternate solution to the introduction of an English track at John Fisher Jr PS. 

In response to the FSLAC’s concerns, staff and the members of the PART consider the 
introduction of dual track at John Fisher Jr PS and the re-opening of Bannockburn PS 
as a French Immersion centre as the best solution for the Yonge-Eglinton area at this 
time:  it provides a local neighbourhood school to accommodate growth; it maintains a 
French Immersion centre; it provides more space for both English and French students; 
and it provides a better distribution of sites. Delaying the PART will only prolong 
accommodation issues at Eglinton Jr PS. The PART members were in agreement that 
the implementation date for the English track at John Fisher Jr PS should remain 
September 2022. 

Appendix A contains tables that show the schools’ enrolments, facility capacities, and 
utilization rates for the recommended scenario. 

Appendix B shows the proposed boundary change to establish an English Program 
attendance area for John Fisher Jr PS. 

Appendix C shows the proposed French Immersion catchment area for the French 
Immersion centre at Bannockburn PS. 

The full report of the PART can be found in Appendix D. The report of the FSLAC is 
included in the PART report. 

Action Plan and Associated Timeline 



   
 

  
 

  
 

  
  

  
 

    

 

  
  

  

 

    
  

   
   

  

   
 

   
 

  
  

   

    

   

   

  

Subject to Board approval, the proposed boundary change between Eglinton Jr PS and 
John Fisher Jr PS will be implemented effective September 1, 2022. 

The John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process will be ended effective 
September 1, 2022. 

The re-opening of the Bannockburn building and relocation of affected students from 
John Fisher Jr PS will be implemented effective September 1, 2023. 

Pending space availability at Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS, staff will engage in 
a new review to consider the reversal of development redirections in the 2024-25 school 
year. This review will be reflected in the Long-Term Program and Accommodation 
Strategy. 

A summary of the actions by school and year can be found in Appendix E. 

Resource Implications 

The Bannockburn building will require renewal work to ensure compliance with TDSB 
standards. It will be funded from existing resources such as School Condition 
Improvement (SCI) and is estimated to cost $5 million. 

Communications Considerations 

Details about the outcome of the review will be posted on the TDSB’s Accommodation 
Reviews website. Information and notice of the Board decision will also be provided 
through the school websites, the school profile pages on the TDSB website, school 
messenger, and will be emailed to all attendees at the public meeting who provided an 
email address. 

Details regarding the re-opening of the Bannockburn building as a French Immersion 
centre will also be included in any offer of placement emails being sent to on-time 
French Immersion applicants during the placement process for the academic year of 
2022-23. 

Notation will be added to the street guide notifying anyone using ‘Find Your School’ 
search function of the Board-approved changes and directing them to the latest 
information about the outcome of this review. 

Board Policy and Procedure Reference(s) 

P068 Accommodation and Program Review 

PR715 Program Area Review 

PR597 French Immersion/Extended French 



   

 

    

     
 

     
 

      
  

  

 

  
 

  

 
 

 

 

Policy P020 Transportation of Students 

Appendices 

 Appendix A: Planning and Enrolment Data 

 Appendix B: Map - Proposed Junior Attendance Areas for Eglinton Jr PS and John 
Fisher Jr PS 

 Appendix C: Map - Proposed French Immersion Catchment Areas for John Fisher Jr 
PS and Bannockburn PS 

 Appendix D: Final Report of the Program Area Review Team for the Yonge-Eglinton 
Phase 2 Program Area Review 

 Appendix E: Student Accommodation Plan by School and Year 

From 

Maia Puccetti, Executive Officer, Facilities and Planning, at maia.puccetti@tdsb.on.ca 
or at 416-393-8780 

Andrew Gowdy, System Planning Officer, Strategy and Planning, at 
andrew.gowdy@tdsb.on.ca or at 416-394-3917 

Dan Castaldo, Senior Manager, Strategy and Planning, at daniel.castaldo@tdsb.on.ca 
or at 416-428-1857 

mailto:maia.puccetti@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:andrew.gowdy@tdsb.on.ca
mailto:daniel.castaldo@tdsb.on.ca


 

  

   

     

      

 

 

 

           

  

      

 

 

 

  

 

              
        

                    
       

                     
    

                

                   

Appendix A 

Planning and Enrolment Data 

Table 1: Status Quo 

No change to boundaries and no program moves. 

Oct. 31, 2020 Oct. 31, 2025 Oct. 31, 2030 

Facility Capacity Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization 

Bannockburn PS 314 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

Eglinton Jr PS* 548 553 101% 771 141% 807 147% 

John Fisher Jr PS 524 384 73% 467 89% 494 94% 

Total 1,386 937 68% 1,238 89% 1,301 94% 

*does not include students who have already been redirected to Whitney Jr PS and Rippleton PS. 

Table 2: Staff Recommendation 

John Fisher Jr PS becomes a dual-track school beginning with JK in the English Program in September 2022 and adding a grade a year. 

The Bannockburn building is re-opened in September 2023 as a French Immersion centre, initially as JK to Grade 3, and adding a grade a year. 

Oct. 31, 2020 Oct. 31, 2025 Oct. 31, 2030 

Facility Capacity Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization 

Bannockburn PS 314 0 0% 200 64% 300 95% 

Eglinton Jr PS * 548 553 101% 457 83% 405 74% 

John Fisher Jr PS * 524 384 73% 402 77% 421 80% 

Holding site for 22 developments ** n/a 0 n/a 220 n/a 246 n/a 

Total *** 1,386 937 68% 1,279 92% 1,372 99% 

* Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS projections assume the continued redirection of all new residential developments to other sites. Students 
from all proposed residential developments are not included in these projections. 

** These 22 developments are located in the attendance area of Eglinton Jr PS and will be redirected to another school with space available. The 
school has not been identified yet. 

*** The total for 2025 and 2030 do not equal Status Quo total due to a slightly larger combined French Immersion program at Bannockburn PS 
and John Fisher Jr PS than what currently exists at John Fisher Jr PS alone. 



  

-�- -

"' � 
� 

- -� �, 

ERSONAVE 

� 

Appendix B 

Proposed Junior Attendance Areas for tdsb 
Toronto District School Board Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS 

t Sunny View 
Jr & SrP-

STRATFORD GRES t 
S

+-

� 
,,___ Rippleton PSNorth __j_C/) 

[JJ _J_ 
Preparatory C!) 

Jr PS §CRAIG HURST A':'5- STIBBARD AVE 

I
I 

__ALBERTUS AVE SH ELD RAKE BLVD Junior___l___ I 
I 

Attendance Area 
AVE 

Allenby 
Jr PS 

Blythwood Jr PS 

Eglinton 
Jr PS 

Eglinton Jr PS I 

" 

HILLSDALE AVE\E 

....Cf)
"' Cl � .... 

w z 
�

Cf) jOriole Park Jr PS CJ " 
s 

.... 
g ::; zc:; z w 
w 0 " :;: Cl'. " 0 u: i'? 

I 0 .... z � zz :, Proposed z "' " 

w 
() M1urice 

Cody JrPS� 
Whitney 

I : 
0 TILSONRD 0 0

Cl'.Jr PS Cl'. -\--- Cl'.TRANMER AT " 
0 :i: 
:;: Cf)wCl'. w Cl'.. -

UJIL 
� 

-<- BELSIZE DR •-� -:i: Z>--□ Iu�Davisville Jr PS -------"c q,� -'--_J_ __ j 

z Cl'.:, <D0 
>-
0-------\-- i,-----c-

1 

.... CL 
- JuniorI � zCL

:,0 0 
:,
" Attendance Area 0 

:'l
<D
Cf) 

Please note: 
The lines on this map representing the Attendance Areas are 
approximate. For specific information on designated schools 
to serve individual addresses, please consult the TDSB 
Street Guide. 

km 
0 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.6 

Produced by: 
Planning Division,TDSB 
May 2021 
Source: 
Base Map- Geospatial Competency Centre 
Facility - Planning Division,TDSB 
Data- City ofToronto 0 

Legend: 

-+- Railway 
- Elementary School Road 

Waterway

D 
Elementary and Utility Line Secondary School 

Junior 
-

- Secondary School Attendance Area 

Proposed Junior - Other TDSB Facility Attendance Area 

Site Ward Boundary 

C:Projects/LTF 2021/YongeEglinton 



 

 

------i .. 

h

Appendix C 

Proposed French Immersion Catchments for tdsb 
Toronto District School Board Bannockburn PS and John Fisher Jr PS 

chool 

ON AVE 

ndford 
ing Academy 
crest PS 

.. 

!!1
Baycrest PS/ If 
Glen Park PS ;:

�u
.. 

i: 
.. 
.. 
!! 

...... 
Ct,-

�
fl:! 

..

!: 
u 
Q 

.. 
ii .. 
.. 
" 
.. 
.. " 

..
" 

""' 

Bannockburn PS 

Ledbury
Park E & MS 

• Ledbury
•- Park E & MS 

LAWRENCE AVE W 

Glen 
Rush PS 

1� ■ 
11 

■ 
1 

:::h:��:a:atory
Jr PS 

North 
Preparatory

JrP� 

Fores 

Allenby 
Jr PS-l' 

WILSON AVE 
Armour 

Heights PS 

Armour 
Heights PS 

John Wanless 
r JrPS 

Glenview 
._SrPS 

John Ross 
Robertso� 

Jr PS 

Allen by 
Jr PS 

Oriale 
Park 
Jr PS 

I
C/) 

YORK Ml LLS RD 

Bedford 
Park PS 

_., Bedford 
Park PS 

opose
ockbur 

·lmm 
tchm·e 

Bedford Park PS / 
Blythwood Jr PS 

Sunny View 
Blythwood

1 Jr & Sr PS 
Jr PS • 

Eglinton
Jr PS 

Maurice 
Cody
Jr PS 

Maurice 
Cody Jr PS 

L 

• 
Owen PS 

opos
Fisher

Immersion 
m·ent 

LAWRENCE AVE E 

Blythwood
Jr PS 

Northlea 
E & MS 

"' 
Northlea � 
E&MS "' 

• 
5 

WLINTONAVEE 

Leaside HS 

Bessborough
Drive E & MS 

(If 

OenlowP 

Park 
• 

Please note: 
The lines on this map representing the Attendance Areas are 
approximate. For specific information on designated schools 
to serve individual addresses, please consult the TDSB 
Street Guide. 

km 
0 0.25 0.5 1 1.5 

Produced by: 
Planning Division,TDSB 
May 2021 
Source: 
Base Map- Geospatial Competency Centre 
Facility - Planning Division,TDSB 
Data- City ofToronto 0 

Legend: 

- Elementary School 
-+-

D 
Elementary and 
Secondary School 

- Secondary School 

-- Other TDSB Facility 

Site 

Railway 
Road 
Waterway 
Utility Line 

Junior Attendance 
Area 
French Immersion 
Catchment Area 
Proposed
French Immersion 
Catchment Area 

C:Projects/LTF 2021/YongeEglinton 



 

Appendix D 

Final Report of the Program Area Review Team for the 
Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review Team recommends: 

1. That John Fisher Jr PS becomes a dual-track school, beginning with
JK in the English program (and growing a grade a year), effective
September 2022; 

2. That the portion of Eglinton Jr PS’s existing junior attendance area
north of Broadway Avenue (including the north side of Broadway
Avenue) be assigned to John Fisher Jr PS, beginning in JK (and
growing a grade a year), effective September 2022; 

3. That new students from Recommendation #2 with an older sibling
attending Eglinton Jr PS (in the same year that the younger sibling
enters the school) be allowed to attend Eglinton Jr PS until they
graduate; 

4. That TDSB begin retrofitting the Bannockburn building in July 2022
to ensure that it is compliant with TDSB standards prior to re-
opening; 

5. That the Bannockburn site be re-opened in September 2023, initially
as a JK to Grade 3 French Immersion centre, and growing a grade a
year up to (and including) grade 6 in September 2026; 

6. That SK to Grade 3 French Immersion students at John Fisher Jr PS 
residing within the Bedford Park PS/Blythwood Jr PS shared
attendance area, Bedford Park PS attendance area, and John 
Wanless Jr PS attendance area be redirected to Bannockburn PS, 
effective September 2023; 

7. That SK to Grade 3 students with an older sibling in Grades 4 to 6
attending John Fisher Jr PS in September 2023 be allowed to remain
at John Fisher Jr PS until they graduate. Consideration may be given
to grade 3 students in September 2023 to remain at John Fisher Jr
PS provided there is available space; 

8. That the intermediate pathway for Bannockburn PS’s French
Immersion program be the same as the current John Fisher Jr PS
French Immersion pathway (subject to change as per TDSB’s
operational procedure PR597); 

9. That the John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process,
approved by Board of Trustees in March 2017 to relocate students
wishing to withdraw from the French Immersion program at John
Fisher Jr PS in light of construction at 18-30 Erskine Avenue, be
ended effective September 2022, and 



10.That the reversal of residential development redirections in Eglinton
Jr PS’s and John Fisher Jr PS’s proposed attendance areas be
considered in 2024/25, pending a review of accommodation
pressures and space availability at the two schools. 

BACKGROUND 

At the first meeting of the Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review 
Team on April 1, 2021, the Program Area Review Team (PART) membership 
was informed that a Local Feasibility Team (LFT), comprising TDSB Principals, 
Superintendents, Trustees, and central staff, was established to examine 
potential solutions to existing and projected accommodation pressures in the 
Yonge-Eglinton area, particularly at Eglinton Jr PS. The following study had been 
identified in the Long-Term Program and Accommodation Strategy (LTPAS): 

1. New Program Study: Phase 2 of the Yonge-Eglinton review will begin 
with a staff study in 2020-21. This review will focus on options to balance 
enrolment within local elementary schools in Wards 8 and 11 and will 
include consideration of the Bannockburn building to resolve ongoing 
accommodation pressures. A review had previously been struck but was 
paused in April 2019 to allow system-wide initiatives like the French and 
Secondary Program Reviews to be undertaken. 

The Secondary Program Review is a wide-ranging and evolving process 
that does not allow for an immediate opportunity for local secondary 
schools to be reviewed at this time. Longer-term accommodation 
pressures within a broader area that includes local secondary schools will 
be addressed in the third phase of this review. 

The objective of the LFT was to review data, assess and discuss the implications 
of proposed solutions, and finally, to come up with a recommendation to present 
to the PART. 

The transition of the LFT to a PART was approved by the TDSB’s Central 
Accommodation Team (CAT) on March 18, 2021. 

The PART membership was informed that the objective of the PART was to 
continue the work of the LFT in evaluating the feasibility of the preferred scenario 
by seeking advice and feedback from impacted parent representatives through 
the course of 4 working meetings. 

An explanation of why the review was required was provided to the group. In 



addition, the PART was informed of its role as an advisory committee. Staff 
provided background information to PART members regarding the TDSB’s Long-
Term Program and Accommodation Strategy (LTPAS). A description of the 
program and accommodation challenges in the Yonge-Eglinton area, followed by 
an overview of enrolment and facility information for Eglinton Jr PS, John Fisher 
Jr PS, and Bannockburn PS was also provided. The LFT’s recommended 
scenario was then presented to the group for discussion. 

Staff were asked at the first PART working meeting to explore whether the 
proposed boundary change between Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS could 
be moved to September 2023 (instead of the original recommendation of 
September 2022). A question was asked about whether the boundary change 
should be delayed in order to provide John Fisher Jr PS with flexibility to 
accommodate a potential increase in the number of JK and SK French 
Immersion entry students in the first year of the system-wide JK French 
Immersion implementation in September 2022. Staff agreed to report on the 
implications of delaying the boundary change to September 2023 at the second 
PART meeting. 

Another question was raised about the John Fisher Jr PS Central Placement 
Process, and whether given that the building at 18-30 Erskine Avenue is now 
complete, the process could be ended. Staff committed to bringing back more 
information about that process at the next meeting. 

Following the first PART working meeting, an online survey was also opened on 
April 6, 2021 to PART members and the broader community to gauge feedback 
on the LFT’s recommended scenario. A link to the survey was sent out to both 
the Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS school communities and was made 
available on the information webpage for the review. The survey closed on April 
21, 2020. 

At the second PART meeting on April 22, 2021, staff presented feedback from 
survey, a model showing the implications of delaying the Eglinton Jr PS and John 
Fisher Jr PS boundary change until September 2023, as well as information 
about the John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process. 

The first feedback survey received a total of 40 responses. Respondents were 
asked to rate the Local Feasibility Team’s recommendation out of 4 (with 1 being 
‘strongly disagree’ and 4 being ‘strongly agree’). The average rating was 2.3. 
Respondents were also asked to share their questions and comments regarding 
the LFT’s recommendation. 



The main themes/questions that came out of the survey were about: 
 Clarification around the middle school pathways; 
 The need for a new school at Yonge-Eglinton; 
 The dual-track recommendation being proposed for John Fisher Jr PS; 
 The suggestion to retain Blythwood Jr PS’ attendance area within John 

Fisher Jr PS’ proposed French Immersion catchment; 
 The John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process; 
 The availability of classroom space at John Fisher Jr PS; 
 The Middle Immersion program beginning at Bedford Park PS in 

September 2021, and 
 Planning, enrolment, and questions about the involvement of other 

schools. 

Staff shared the individual comments received from respondents and addressed 
each of the main themes/questions. Two areas of feedback resulted in 
modifications to the original LFT recommendations: 

 Staff determined that the majority of existing students at John Fisher Jr PS 
residing in the Blythwood Jr PS attendance area were within the 1.6km 
walking distance threshold to John Fisher Jr PS, and with some space 
potentially available at John Fisher Jr PS to accommodate students from 
that attendance area for now, a change was made to the recommendation 
to retain the Blythwood Jr PS attendance area in the proposed John 
Fisher Jr PS French Immersion catchment area. 

 Staff also provided the PART with information on the Board-approved 
John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process and agreed that the 
process could now be ended in light of the building at 18-30 Erskine 
Avenue being complete and there being fewer applications to withdraw. 
The PART agreed, however, that the process should not be ended until 
September 2022, when the proposed boundary change between Eglinton 
Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS would be implemented to ensure that there is 
sufficient space at Eglinton Jr PS to accommodate additional students. 

At this meeting, Staff also addressed the question about possibly delaying the 
implementation of the Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS boundary change to 
September 2023. Staff informed the PART that, in the LFT recommendation, the 
projected entry cohort of JK and SK French Immersion students would be similar 
to current SK French Immersion cohort at John Fisher Jr PS, 72 JK and 72 SK 
students. Over the last four years at John Fisher Jr PS, the SK entry cohort has 
been between 50 and 67 (inclusive of any French Immersion students that were 
redirected to that school from other sites), so staff were confident that the 



 

projection would be sufficient to accommodate the JK and SK demand for French 
Immersion at the school in September 2022. Staff also advised the PART that up 
to seven classrooms for FDK students were identified in consultation with the 
Principal at John Fisher Jr PS, so the school would be able to accommodate a 
JK English cohort in September 2022 without the need to reduce the size of the 
JK or SK French Immersion cohort. Delaying the proposed boundary change 
between Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS to September 2023, however, 
would only continue to prolong the accommodation issues at Eglinton Jr PS for 
an additional year. Considering this information, the PART agreed to keep to the 
September 2022 implementation date for the boundary change. 

The third working meeting of the PART was held on April 26, 2021. The 
purpose of that meeting was for staff to present to the PART the modified 
recommendations that would be presented to the broader community at the 
public meeting on May 4, 2021. Logistics of the virtual public meeting were also 
shared with PART members, as well as a draft agenda. 

The PART also discussed the need for a communication strategy if the 
recommendations are approved by the Board of Trustees in June 2021, 
particularly with respect to the relocation of John Fisher Jr PS French Immersion 
students to the Bannockburn site in September 2023. PART members voiced the 
need for the families of French Immersion applicants to be made aware of these 
changes when they make the decision to apply for the program. Existing SK 
students at John Fisher Jr PS could also be impacted by this relocation, so the 
PART expressed the need for those students to be communicated with as well. 
Staff acknowledged the need for a strong communication plan and would ensure 
that all affected communities be informed of these changes should it be 
approved. Like any review, a letter from the Superintendents would be sent to 
both school communities following the Board meeting where the decisions are 
approved. The information would also be made available on the school 
webpages and included in any offer of placement emails being sent to on-time 
applicants during the placement process for the academic year of 2022-2023. 

The virtual public meeting for this review was held on May 4, 2021. A Zoom 
webinar platform was used. Registrants were also given the option to participate 
via telephone. Approximately 170 people registered for the public meeting, with 
102 people attending (exclusive of the 22 PART members and central supporting 
staff).  

Staff provided background information regarding the review and presented the 
current recommendations of the PART to solicit feedback from the broader 



 

community. Feedback from the first survey was also shared at this meeting. 
Attendees were invited to submit written questions/comment via a ‘Q and A’ 
window in the Zoom webinar. An option to ask live questions was also provided 
to participants. 

A second feedback survey was opened on May 5, 2021 to solicit additional 
feedback regarding the modified PART recommendation, as well as any 
additional questions and comments regarding the review. The survey was closed 
on May 11, 2021. 

At the final PART working meeting held on May 13, 2021, a brief recap of the 
public meeting took place, followed by a review of responses received from the 
second feedback survey. PART members were informed that questions from the 
public meeting would be added to a Frequently Asked Questions document, 
which would be posted on the review webpage. Additional information, meeting 
notes, and the presentation slide deck would also be posted on the review 
webpage. 

In total 106 responses were received from the second feedback survey. On a 
scale of 1 to 4 (with 1 being ‘strongly disagree’ to 4 being ‘strongly agree’), 
respondents were asked to rate how they felt about the modified PART 
recommendations, as well as to share any questions and/or comments they had. 
The average rating was 2.44 for the modified PART recommendations. Staff 
presented and provided feedback on the main themes/questions received, which 
included: 

 That John Fisher Jr PS should remain a single-track French Immersion 
school (22 mentions); 

 That the current recommendations are required to address 
accommodation pressures in the Yonge-Eglinton area/relieve 
overcrowding at Eglinton Jr PS (20 mentions); 

 That longer-term solutions are required to address overcrowding at 
Yonge-Eglinton/stop development (7 mentions); 

 That students being redirected to Whitney Jr PS and Rippleton PS should 
be able to go back to Eglinton Jr PS/John Fisher Jr PS (4 mentions); 

 That Bannockburn should be used as the overflow site for Eglinton Jr PS 
students (4 mentions), and 

 Whether the Vaughan Road building could be used to address 
overcrowding at Eglinton Jr PS (4 mentions). 

Following this, a review of the PART process and voting procedure took place 
with PART members. PART members reviewed each of the 10 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

recommendations. Edits were made to provide more clarity. A question was 
raised with respect to Recommendation #7, specifically whether some flexibility 
could be included for current SK students at John Fisher Jr PS who would 
potentially be impacted by the proposed relocation to Bannockburn in September 
2023. The PART agreed to edit the recommendation to allow for some 
consideration for those students to potentially remain at John Fisher Jr PS in 
September 2023 provided there is available space to accommodate them. 
Discussions would have to be had with the Superintendent of Education and 
Principal on an individual basis.  

Following this, PART voting members (Principals of Eglinton Jr PS and John 
Fisher Jr PS, as well as one parent representative from each of the two schools) 
were asked to indicate whether they agreed with all the recommendations as a 
whole. Consensus was reached on all recommendations. 

Representatives from the French as a Second Language Community Advisory 
Committee (FSLCAC) asked staff whether a dissenting report could be 
submitted. As FSLCAC members are not voting members of a PART (and only 
voting members can submit dissenting reports), staff advised that they could 
submit an ‘FSLCAC feedback report’ as an appendix to this PART report. This 
report, along with feedback received from the two surveys, is contained in 
Appendix D. 

Slide decks from all working committee meetings and public meetings were 
posted on the TDSB review webpage, along with additional school data, and 
Frequently Asked Questions. An information webpage containing six modules 
providing additional information about the review (and other studies that have 
taken place in the midtown area since 2009) was also made available to the 
public. 

More information can be found in the appendices: 
A: Enrolment overview – status quo and PART recommendation 
B: Map of the proposed Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS junior attendance 
boundary change area 
C: Map of the proposed Early French Immersion catchment area for 
Bannockburn PS 
D: Feedback from FSLCAC and two surveys 



 

 

 

  

  
  
  

 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 

 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 
Program Area Review Team  
School/Organization Name Role 

Eglinton Junior Public School Ian Wilson Principal 
Eglinton Junior Public School Elizabeth Aiello Vice-Principal 

Eglinton Junior Public School Dawn Edmonds School Council 
Representative 

John Fisher Junior Public School Jane Wadden Principal 
John Fisher Junior Public School Dori Antolin Vice-Principal 

John Fisher Junior Public School Carl De Souza School Council 
Representative 

John Fisher Junior Public School Keri Hyde School Council 
Representative 

Learning Centre 1, Learning 
Network 5 Andrew Howard Superintendent, Co-Chair 

Learning Centre 1, Learning 
Network 6 Ron Felsen Superintendent, Co-Chair 

TDSB Ward 8 Shelley Laskin Trustee 

TDSB Ward 11 Rachel Chernos 
Lin Trustee 

Resources – Staff and PART Observing Members 
Organization Name Role 
French as a Second Language 
Community Advisory Committee Lynne Leblanc Ward 8 

French as a Second Language 
Community Advisory Committee Charles Zhu Ward 11 

TDSB Child Care Services Liz Hoang Manager 
TDSB Child Care Services Nadejda Lekosky Early Years Co-ordinator 
TDSB Communications Terry Simzer Communications Officer 

TDSB Facilities Tom Schloessin Architectural Co-
ordinator 

TDSB French as a Second 
Language Angela Caccamo Centrally Assigned 

Principal 
TDSB French as a Second 
Language Kirsten Johnston Co-ordinator 

TDSB Planning Daniel Castaldo Senior Manager 

TDSB Planning Joyce Kwong Educational Planning 
Officer 

TDSB Student Transportation Garry Green Senior Manager 
Learning Centre 1, Learning 
Network 6 James Jarrett Administrative Liaison 

Meeting Details 
Meeting Type Date Time 
Committee Working Meeting Thursday, April 1, 2021 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Committee Working Meeting Thursday, April 22, 2021 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
Committee Working Meeting Monday, April 26, 2021 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 
Public Meeting Tuesday, May 4, 2021 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Committee Working Meeting Thursday, May 13, 2021 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 



 

ANALYSIS OF PROPOSED CHANGES 

Boundary change between Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS 
If approved, the boundary change between Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr 
PS—in conjunction with continued development redirections— would decrease 
and stabilize enrolment at Eglinton Jr PS. Enrolment is projected to decrease to 
75% in this scenario by 2028, and remain stable at this level into the foreseeable 
future. In this scenario, John Fisher Jr PS would become a dual track, English 
and French Immersion school, with enrolment projected to stabilize at around 
80% by 2027. At that time, the balance of French Immersion students to English 
students is projected to be approximately 60% to 40%. 

It is important to note, however, that this scenario assumes the continued 
redirection of residential development applications away from the proposed 
Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS junior attendance areas for the time being. 
Separate reviews will be undertaken to continue redirecting residential 
developments to another site as the developments near completion.  

Re-opening Bannockburn as a French Immersion Centre 
The re-opening of Bannockburn PS as a French Immersion site would allow John 
Fisher Jr PS to provide much-needed accommodation relief to Eglinton Jr PS by 
creating space for an English program. 

The lease of Bannockburn to a private school is set to end in July 2022. Based 
on discussions with Facilities staff, a year is required to retrofit the Bannockburn 
building and site to ensure compliance with TDSB standards. As such, the 
building cannot re-open until September 2023. The Bannockburn will building re-
open in September 2023 with a JK to Grade 3 French Immersion cohort, growing 
a grade a year until the program reaches Grade 6 in September 2026. The PART 
agreed that a larger grade range at Bannockburn would provide the critical mass 
required to best deliver programming—and potentially childcare—at the site. At 
the same time, existing John Fisher Jr PS students in Grades 4 through 6 would 
be allowed to remain at John Fisher Jr PS through to graduation.  

Once the French Immersion program is fully phased-in, Bannockburn PS is 
expected to be completely full, at 95% utilization in 2030. The combined number 
of Early French Immersion spaces at John Fisher Jr PS and Bannockburn PS in 
this scenario is approximately 70 more JK to Grade 6 students than what John 
Fisher Jr PS currently offers on its own. These additional spots at Bannockburn 
PS could potentially be used to absorb French Immersion students residing in the 
Ledbury Park E & MS and John Ross Robertson Jr PS attendance areas (or 



 

growth from the existing catchment area), pending an annual review of French 
Immersion applications. 

Grandparenting provisions 
To minimize transitions for students as these recommendations are 
implemented, the grandparenting of younger siblings was an important 
consideration for the PART. 

Ending the John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process 
Aligned with the implementation of the Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS 
boundary change, the John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process 
could be ended in September 2022. Sufficient space would be then made 
available at Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS to accommodate students 
wishing to withdraw from the John Fisher Jr PS French Immersion program. The 
building at 18-30 Erskine is now complete and there are fewer students wishing 
to withdraw from John Fisher Jr PS. 

Reversal of Residential Development Redirections 
As mentioned earlier, new residential developments in the current Eglinton Jr PS 
attendance area will still need to be assigned to other schools. As the boundary 
change and re-opening of Bannockburn are implemented and phased-in, space 
will be created at John Fisher Jr PS and Eglinton Jr PS over time. This will allow 
staff to engage in a review in 2024/25 to determine a course of action with 
respect to reversing the redirections at an appropriate time. 

While the PART recommendations are a necessary step in creating much-
needed school space to accommodate local students from existing households in 
the Yonge-Eglinton area, it is still only an interim measure. The PART recognizes 
that further accommodation solutions are still required to accommodate students 
emanating from new developments in the Yonge-Eglinton area. 

It is expected that, if the Board approves the recommendations that come from 
the PART, changes would be implemented in September 2022 and September 
2023. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
There was a consensus to proceed with the PART recommendations as 
presented. Parents recognize the space realities and the necessity of this change 
to address the overcrowding at Eglinton Jr PS.  

There was concern expressed about the viability of the French Immersion 



program at John Fisher Jr PS within a dual-track environment. With 70 French 
Immersion sites in the TDSB (6 of which are single-track centres), staff assured 
the PART (and community members) that the changes to John Fisher Jr PS from 
a French Immersion centre to a dual-track school will be minimal. French 
language culture and traditions would be maintained, and students in JK to grade 
3 would continue to have French instruction 100% of the time. As with the other 
dual-track schools in the TDSB, the administration at John Fisher Jr PS would 
provide many opportunities to integrate English and French Immersion students.  

The grandparenting of siblings and the potential option for current SK students at 
John Fisher Jr PS to remain at the school pending space availability in 
September 2023 were factored into the PART’s recommendations to minimize 
disruption for students. A communication strategy will be required to ensure a 
smooth transition for affected families, especially those seeking to apply for early 
French Immersion programming in this area. 

Throughout the course of the discussions, parents and community members at 
the PART working and public meeting provided feedback and raised several 
questions about the proposed changes. Two Frequently Asked Questions 
documents have been prepared to address questions and comments raised 
throughout the process and at the public meeting; these two documents are 
posted on the TDSB Review webpage. 

It is noted that at the PART working meetings, conversation about the information 
and recommendations being presented were lengthy, robust, and full of 
thoughtful questions and responses that allowed multiple sides of the issue to be 
openly discussed. The PART membership is commended for its fulsome 
participation. 

With careful planning and the commitment of school staff, administration, 
parents, the Superintendents, and Trustees, the PART believes that these 
recommendations will improve the current accommodation pressures in the 
Yonge-Eglinton area. With all the residential development still being planned for 
the midtown area, however, these recommendations serve merely as a short- to 
medium-term solution; a new elementary school is still required to accommodate 
the long-term student growth in this area. 



 

 

 
 

 
  

  

   

  

 
  

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

  
 

PART REPORT APPENDIX A 

Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review Team: 
Planning and Enrolment Data 

Status Quo 
No change to boundaries and no program moves. 
Status Quo Oct. 31, 2020 Oct. 31, 2025 Oct. 31, 2030 
School Capacity Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization 
Bannockburn PS 314 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 
Eglinton Jr PS* 548 553 101% 771 141% 807 147% 
John Fisher Jr PS 524 384 73% 467 89% 494 94% 
Total 1,386 937 68% 1,238 89% 1,301 94% 
*does not include students who have already been redirected to Whitney Jr PS and Rippleton PS. 

Program Area Review Team (PART) Option 
That John Fisher Jr PS becomes a dual-track school, beginning with JK in the English program (and growing a grade a year), 

1. 
effective September 2022; 
That the portion of Eglinton Jr PS’s existing junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue (including the north side of 

2. 
Broadway Avenue) be assigned to John Fisher Jr PS, beginning in JK (and growing a grade a year), effective September 
That new students from Recommendation #2 with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS (in the same year that the 

3. 
younger sibling enters the school) be allowed to attend Eglinton Jr PS until they graduate; 
That TDSB begin retrofitting the Bannockburn building in July 2022 to ensure that it is compliant with TDSB standards prior 

4. 
to re-opening for students; 
That the Bannockburn site be re-opened in September 2023, initially as a JK to Grade 3 French Immersion centre, and 

5. 
growing a grade a year up to (and including) grade 6 in September 2026; 
That SK to Grade 3 French Immersion students at John Fisher Jr PS residing within the Bedford Park PS/Blythwood Jr PS 

6. shared attendance area, Bedford Park PS attendance area, and John Wanless Jr PS attendance area be redirected to 
Bannockburn PS, effective September 2023; 
That SK to Grade 3 students with an older sibling in Grades 4 to 6 attending John Fisher Jr PS in September 2023 be allowed 

7. to remain at John Fisher Jr PS until they graduate. Consideration may be given to grade 3 students in September 2023 to 
remain at John Fisher Jr PS provided there is available space; 
That the intermediate pathway for Bannockburn PS’s French Immersion program be the same as the current John Fisher Jr 8. 
PS French Immersion pathway (subject to change as per TDSB’s operational procedure PR597); 
That the John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process, approved by Board of Trustees in March 2017 to relocate 

9. students wishing to withdraw from the French Immersion program at John Fisher Jr PS in light of construction at 18-30 
Erskine Avenue, be ended effective September 2022, and 

That the reversal of residential development redirections in Eglinton Jr PS’s and John Fisher Jr PS’s proposed attendance 
10. 

areas be considered in 2024/25, pending a review of accommodation pressures and space availability at the two schools. 

Oct. 31, 2020 Oct. 31, 2025 Oct. 31, 2030 Program Area Review Team (PART) Option 
School Capacity Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization Enrolment Utilization 
Bannockburn PS 314 0 0% 200 64% 300 95% 
Eglinton Jr PS* 548 553 101% 457 83% 405 74% 
John Fisher Jr PS* 524 384 73% 402 77% 421 80% 
Holding site for yet to be redirected 
developments in Eglinton Jr PS' n/a 0 n/a 220 n/a 246 n/a 
current attendance area 
Total** 1,386 937 68% 1,279 92% 1,372 99% 
*Eglinton Jr PS and John Fisher Jr PS projections assume the continued redirection of all new residential developments to other 
sites. Students from all proposed residential developments are not included in these projections. 
**PART Recommendation total for 2025 and 2030 do not equal Status Quo total due to a slightly larger combined French 
Immersion program at Bannockburn PS and John Fisher Jr PS than what currently exists at John Fisher Jr PS alone. 



PART REPORT APPENDIX B 
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PART REPORT APPENDIX D 

French as a Second Language Advisory Committee Perspective – Eglinton PART 

The French as a Second Language Advisory Committee parent representatives for Ward 
8, Lynne LeBlanc and Ward 11, Charles Zhu participated in the PART meetings and are 
providing this feedback on behalf of the FSLAC for inclusion in the PART report.  

The FSLAC does not support the conversion of John Fisher from a longstanding and 
successful French Immersion single track school to a dual track English and French 
Immersion school. Furthermore, we question the urgency of some aspects of the PART 
during Covid and are concerned that those most affected by overcrowding in area schools, 
high rise dwelling parents, had no voice in this process. The following are reasons to 
amend and reconsider the PART decision: 

1. We are in the middle of a pandemic. The vast majority of John Fisher parents 
who have tuned in and participated in the surveys do not support this proposal 
and were not championed in the PART process. 

2. Due to the Pandemic, there are many more John Fisher families that haven’t 
even had the chance of participating in the surveys that happened with tight 
deadlines. 

3. The chosen solution to overcrowding at Eglinton Jr. PS is a complicated matrix 
that will not offer predictability and stability for families currently in or registering 
for French Immersion. 

4. Students, whether in English or French Immersion, who are living in the high 
rises will not see any improvement in their commutes and dispersal to schools 
well beyond the Eglinton area. 

5. What will be lost at John Fisher was not given sufficient weight in the decision. It 
is one of the first French Immersion single track schools in the country, it became 
a thriving centre of French excellence with significant staff, parent and student 
effort since the 1980s and it serves a broad cross-section of students with before 
and after school childcare in French. 

6. No additional French Immersion spots will be delivered to the growing Eglinton 
community. 

7. Making John Fisher a dual track in 2022 – coinciding with the double cohort (JK 
and SK) Early French Immersion entry year will reduce French Immersion 
capacity in an area that has traditionally seen stable growth in the program. 

8. It is unclear if there will be sufficient critical mass to have the promised TDSB run 
before and after school childcare at Bannockburn. 

In conclusion, we ask the Board of Trustees to consider these issues carefully and to: 
- Move forward with the termination of the lease to a private Montessori school for 

2022, allowing for a retrofit by the TDSB, who will then be able to open 
Bannockburn in September 2023 

- Move forward with rescinding the exceptions granted due to the now completed 
construction next door to John Fisher 



 

 
 

- Amend the entry point of an English JK at John Fisher to 2023 after the 2022 
double cohort Early French Immersion year to allow space to be available to 
students from the 11 schools that have had the opportunity to re-direct to FI at 
John Fisher in the past 

Furthermore, we ask that the 
- PART be reconvened during 2022 (post-Covid) to ensure full awareness of 

parents in the affected areas: 
o current John Fisher FI catchment parents, 
o proposed Bannockburn FI catchment parents 
o parents living in the Eglinton area attending Eglinton, Whitney (FI 

Winchester) and Rippleton (FI Dunlace) 

and that it be tasked with reconsidering the introduction of English at John Fisher 
and finding a solution that is a win-win-win for all TDSB students in the area 
whether they live in a new high rise or not and attend French Immersion or 
English. 

Addressing the overcrowding concerns is key.  Providing stability and predictability 
for students and parents is pivotal - and on behalf of the FSLAC, we firmly believe 
that as a group we can do better than this. 



FEEDBACK SURVEY #1 – April 6th to April 20th, 2021 









 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



FEEDBACK SURVEY #2 – May 5th to May 11th, 2021 



 

 
 



 

 
 





   

   

 

    
   

     
  
      

     
   

   

   
   

      
  

   
  

       
 

 

 

 

  
  

 

    
   

  
  

 

Appendix E 

Student Accommodation Plan by School and Year 

Overview: 

• John Fisher Jr PS becomes a dual-track school, beginning with JK in the English 
program (and growing a grade a year), effective September 1, 2022. 

• The portion of Eglinton Jr PS’s existing junior attendance area north of Broadway 
Avenue (including the north side of Broadway Avenue) is assigned to John Fisher 
Jr PS, beginning in JK (and growing a grade a year), effective September 1, 2022. 

• The Bannockburn building is re-opened effective September 1, 2023, initially as a 
JK to Grade 3 French Immersion centre, and growing a grade a year up to (and 
including) Grade 6 in September 2026; 

• SK to Grade 3 French Immersion students at John Fisher Jr PS residing within the 
Bedford Park PS/Blythwood Jr PS shared attendance area, Bedford Park PS 
attendance area, and John Wanless Jr PS attendance area are redirected to 
Bannockburn, effective September 1, 2023. 

• The John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process, approved by the 
Board of Trustees in March 2017 to relocate students wishing to withdraw from the 
French Immersion program at John Fisher Jr PS is ended effective September 1, 
2022. 

Details for each school: 

Eglinton Jr PS 

2022-23: 

• All JK English track students who reside in the portion of Eglinton Jr PS’ current 
junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be assigned to John Fisher 
Jr PS. 

• All new SK to Grade 5 students residing in the proposed boundary change area 
(north of Broadway Avenue) will continue to be admitted into Eglinton Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 



 

   
 

 

      
  

  
  

 

 

   
   

  

       
  

  
  

 

 

   
   

  

      
  

  
  

 

 

   
   

 

2023-24: 

• All JK and new SK English track students who reside in the portion of Eglinton Jr 
PS’ current junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be assigned to 
John Fisher Jr PS. 

• All new Grade 1 to 5 students residing in the proposed boundary change area 
(north of Broadway Avenue) will continue to be admitted into Eglinton Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 

2024-25: 

• All JK and new SK-Grade 1 English track students who reside in the portion of 
Eglinton Jr PS’ current junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be 
assigned to John Fisher Jr PS. 

• All new Grade 2 to 5 students residing in the proposed boundary change area 
(north of Broadway Avenue) will continue to be admitted into Eglinton Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 

2025-26: 

• All JK and new SK-Grade 2 English track students who reside in the portion of 
Eglinton Jr PS’ current junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be 
assigned to John Fisher Jr PS. 

• All new Grade 3 to 5 students residing in the proposed boundary change area 
(north of Broadway Avenue) will continue to be admitted into Eglinton Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 

2026-27: 

• All JK and new SK-Grade 3 English track students who reside in the portion of 
Eglinton Jr PS’ current junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be 
assigned to John Fisher Jr PS. 



      
  

  
  

 

 

   
   

 

    
   

  
  

 

 

   
   

 

  
  

 

 

 

   
     

   
 

 

   
  

 

• All new Grade 4 to 5 students residing in the proposed boundary change area 
(north of Broadway Avenue) will continue to be admitted into Eglinton Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 

2027-28: 

• All JK and new SK-Grade 4 English track students who reside in the portion of 
Eglinton Jr PS’ current junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be 
assigned to John Fisher Jr PS. 

• All new Grade 5 students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) will continue to be admitted into Eglinton Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 

2028-29: 

• All JK and new SK-Grade 5 English track students who reside in the portion of 
Eglinton Jr PS’ current junior attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will be 
assigned to John Fisher Jr PS. 

• Any new students residing in the proposed boundary change area (north of 
Broadway Avenue) with an older sibling attending Eglinton Jr PS will be allowed to 
remain at Eglinton Jr PS until graduation. 

John Fisher Jr PS 

2022-23: 

• JK English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton Jr PS’ current 
attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John Fisher Jr PS. 

• The John Fisher Jr PS Special Central Placement Process would be ended 
effective September 2022. 

2023-24: 

• JK and new SK English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton Jr PS’ 
current attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John Fisher Jr 
PS. 



     
   

  

  
  

 

 

   
 

 

 

   

 

 

   
 

 

 

   
 

 

 

   
 

 

    

 

 

   
   

• SK to Grade 3 French Immersion students residing in the Bedford Park 
PS/Blythwood Jr PS attendance area, Bedford Park PS attendance area, and 
John Wanless Jr PS attendance area will be relocated to Bannockburn. 

• SK to Grade 3 French Immersion students referenced above that have siblings at 
John Fisher Jr PS in Grades 4-6 will be allowed to remain at John Fisher Jr PS 
through to graduation. 

2024-25: 

• JK and new SK-Grade 1 English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton 
Jr PS’ current attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John 
Fisher Jr PS. 

2025-26: 

• JK and new SK-Grade 2 English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton 
Jr PS’ current attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John 
Fisher Jr PS. 

2026-27: 

• JK and new SK-Grade 3 English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton 
Jr PS’ current attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John 
Fisher Jr PS. 

2027-28: 

• JK and new SK-Grade 4 English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton 
Jr PS’ current attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John 
Fisher Jr PS. 

2028-29: 

• JK and new SK-Grade 5 English track students residing in the portion of Eglinton 
Jr PS’ current attendance area north of Broadway Avenue will register at John 
Fisher Jr PS. 

• English track program fully phased-in (JK to Grade 5). 

Bannockburn 

2021-22: 

• The building continues to be leased to the Bannockburn Montessori School. The 
lease ends on July 15, 2022. 



 

   

 

      

     
  

     
   

  

 

      

 

      

 

      

 

2022-23: 

• The Bannockburn building is renovated to re-open as a TDSB school. 

2023-24: 

• Bannockburn opens as a JK to Grade 3 French Immersion centre. 

• JK French Immersion students will be placed at Bannockburn via the French 
Immersion placement process. 

• SK to Grade 3 French Immersion students residing in the Bedford Park 
PS/Blythwood Jr PS attendance area, Bedford Park PS attendance area, and 
John Wanless Jr PS attendance area will be relocated to Bannockburn. 

2024-25: 

• French Immersion program grows a grade (JK to Grade 4). 

2025-26: 

• French Immersion program grows a grade (JK to Grade 5). 

2026-27: 

• French Immersion program fully phased-in (JK to Grade 6). 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Blank Page 


	Yonge-Eglinton Phase 2 Program Area Review for Eglinton Junior Public School, John Fisher Junior Public School, and the Bannockburn Building (12 Bannockburn Avenue)



