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Agenda
• Ministry Direction for Planning (2021-22) 

– Highlights
– Elementary and Secondary In-Person 
– Health and Safety 

• GSNs and Staffing (2021-22) 
• COVID Outbreak Maps 
• Mental Health, Well-being and Re-engagement 
• Learning Recovery and Renewal 
• Selection Form for In-Person or Virtual Learning (2021-22) 

Student Loaned Device Retrieval Strategy 
• Next Steps 
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Ministry Direction: Highlights 

• Continue to offer remote learning options consistent 

with PPM 164 (Requirements for Remote Learning)

• School boards to delay deadline for parents to indicate 

either in-person or remote to June 1, 2021 at the earliest

• Students will continue to be supplied devices to access 

remote learning

• Local school board public health guidance to be followed 
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Ministry Direction: Elementary In-Person 

• Cohorting of classes to continue

• Specialized teachers, such as French, are still allowed to 

support multiple classrooms to provide educational 

programing to students

• Students may be pulled into smaller groups for supports

and/or programs based on local health advice
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Ministry Direction: Secondary In-Person

• Cohorting of students to continue to limit number of 

student to student interactions

• Limit of two classes per day when possible

• Planning for pivoting to fully remote must be planned 

for
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Equity Focus
• $6.45M province-wide to support equity initiatives (TDSB’s 

portion of this allocation to be confirmed at a later date) 
• Commitment to support equity initiatives, focused on Black, 

Indigenous, racialized students and underserved communities
• Continued focus on ensuring equitable distribution of staff and 

financial  resources to support our most marginalized learners 
and communities

• Engage with Indigenous education partners to improve access 

to equitable, culturally appropriate and culturally safe 

education for all Indigenous students
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Ministry Direction: Health and Safety

Full health and safety guidance will be released this summer, 

including:

• Masking

• Cohorting for clubs and other extracurriculars

• Daily Health Screening

• Timeline for returning to full classes in secondary 
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GSNs and Staffing (2021-22)

Ministry announced funding in the following areas: 

• Staffing

• School Operations

• Transportation

• Special Education Supports

• Mental Health and Well-being Supports

• Re-engaging Students and Reading Assessment Supports

• Technology

• ESL Newcomer Supplement

A complete report and financial impact for TDSB will be 

presented at the May 12 FBEC meeting where additional funding 

supports (PPF) will be outlined in detail.
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GSNs and Staffing (2021-22)
The Ministry of Education has instructed school boards only to budget 
½ of the following allocations and will inform school boards in the fall if 
the balance of the allocation is to be planned for based on the status of 
the pandemic.

Staffing

• Total TDSB allocation $31.5M (budget for first ½ year $15.75M)
• To support staffing in the areas of teaching and classroom support 

staff, caretaking and school administration 

School Operations

• Total TDSB allocation $3.72M (budget for first ½ year $1.86M)
• To support increased utility costs of running ventilation and 

changing of filters more frequently
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GSNs and Staffing (2021-22)
Transportation

• Total TDSB allocation $3.95M (budget for first ½ year $1.98M)
• To support enhanced cleaning, PPE and staff costs for additional 

time or drivers 

Special Education Supports

• Total TDSB allocation $1.09M (budget for first ½ year $0.55M)
• To support additional staffing, learning resources and professional 

development

Mental Health and Well-being Supports

• Total TDSB allocation $1.23M (budget for first ½ year $0.62M)
• To support additional staffing, training and resources
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COVID Cases by Neighbourhood Since the April Break
April 13, 2021 to May 3, 2021

From City of Toronto’s COVID Website
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Cumulative Resolved COVID Cases in Schools
November 10, 2021 to April 23, 2021

From TDSB’s COVID Advisories Website
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In 2021-22, Early Development Instrument implementation will 

resume:

• The EDI is a short questionnaire completed by kindergarten 

teachers across Canada and internationally which measures 

children’s ability to meet age appropriate developmental 

expectations

• The EDI has been collected across the province in three-year 

cycles

• In the previous school year, EDI was postponed and in 

2021-22, the EDI will be implemented in the winter of 2022 

in all Kindergarten classes across the province
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Learning Recovery and Renewal
Early Development Instrument (EDI)



In 2021-22, regular EQAO assessments will resume, with the 

following adaptations:

● All students in Grade 3 and 6 attending in-person learning will 

participate in the online EQAO math, reading, and writing 

assessments.

● All students enrolled in Grade 9 math attending learning 

in-person will write the Grade 9 math assessment. Results of 

this assessment may count towards up to 10% of the student’s 

final mark.
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Learning Recovery and Renewal
EQAO Assessments 
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• As announced in November 2019, it is planned that, starting 

with the Grade 9 cohort for the 2020-21 school year, students 

will be required to earn two credits online as part of the 

graduation requirements of the Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma (OSSD). While online courses will be a mandatory

graduation requirement, exemptions may be made for students

on an individual basis.

• Further information will be provided regarding the opt-out 

process as well as the extent to which credits earned during 

virtual learning due to the COVID-19 pandemic can be counted 

toward the online learning graduation requirement
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Learning Recovery and Renewal 
Online Learning Graduation Requirement
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• Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting in 

Ontario Schools, 2010, provides that thirty per cent of the final 

grade for secondary courses is based on a final evaluation 

administered at or towards the end of the course.

• For 2021-22, school boards will continue to have flexibility to 

determine final evaluation for up to 30% of a student’s final 

mark. 

• Final evaluations are based on evidence from one, or a 

combination of, the following: an examination, a performance, 

an essay, and/or another method of evaluation suitable to the 

course content. 
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Learning Recovery and Renewal 
Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting

 



Learning Recovery and Renewal 
Numeracy Assessment and Support

• Math Strategy funding for the 2021-22 school year has been released to 

support student performance in mathematics, educators in implementing 

the new Grades 1-8 Mathematics Curriculum and begin the process of 

ending early streaming of math for students in Grade 9 through the new 

De-streamed Grade 9 Math Course 

• Plans to support curriculum implementation, training and coaching as 

well as educator professional learning opportunities will be finalized

• The Professional Activity (PA) days for the 2021-22 school year will 

include learning on mathematics
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Learning Recovery and Renewal
Support for Students With Special Education Needs

• Special Education Grant funding for the 2021-2022 school year will 

support After-School Skills Development (ASSD) programs, including the 

purchase of resources or evidence-based programs or interventions to 

support learning for students with special education needs and may also 

be used to support summer 2021 programs.

• Funding for 2021-22 is available to school boards to support students 

with special education learning needs by providing additional staffing 

resources, additional learning resources such as assistive technology, 

interventions that can be used to address learning gaps, and/or 

professional assessments based on local needs.
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Learning Recovery and Renewal
Support for Students in ESL/ELD Programs

• Funding to offer the same level of support to students requiring 

English as a Second Language/English Literacy Development (ESL/ELD) 

programs despite significant decreases in the number of newcomer 

Canadian students.

• ESL staffing will be reflective of 2019-20 newcomer numbers

• Offering of summer English Language Learner programs for 2021, as 

well as tutoring programs, with a clear focus on supporting 

engagement, well-being, literacy and numeracy development
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Selection Form for In-Person or Virtual Learning (2021-22)
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Elementary Plan
● Feb/March: Transfer Grade 8 students from VS to Secondary School for September 

2021 
● May 3-7: 103 classes connecting to In-Person School (K-4)
● May & early June: Communication to local school (list of students in elementary VS in

Kindergarten to Grade 8), students following pathway (e.g., French, optional 
attendance)

- Trillium transfer back to appropriate receiving school for September 2021
- Identify students who have never been to a school in person or only attended for 

limited days in 2020/2021 before transferring to VS from receiving schools

Secondary Plan
● Feb/March: Transfer students from VS to local school for September 2021 and Course 

Selection Completed for next year
● Year Structure (current plan): Quad 1/Quad 2/Quad 3/Quad 4 

Planning for September 2021: Work Underway 
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Student Loaned Device Retrieval Strategy

● 75,000+ devices loaned to TDSB students for remote learning during Spring 

2020 and over the course of the 2020-2021 school year

● These loaned devices need to be retrieved & returned to schools to support 

2021-2022 school year programming and student needs

● Replacement costs for 75K devices

○ Chromebooks = $15M,

○ iPads = $12.5M

● Students attending summer school will not have to return and re-request a 

device.

● Devices must be returned by the first week of July

○ Cleaning, technical inspection, necessary repairs and data wiping will occur 

before devices are re-distributed to the schools initially borrowed from.

○ This work will be done over the summer by IT Services staff and students 

hired from the Focus on Youth program.
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Student Loaned Device Retrieval Strategy

Device Return Dates

● Begin accepting device returns June 14 

○ Summer School students can return their devices 

starting August 23

○ Remaining devices accepted early September

● Devices returned to schools beginning August 30

● Wrap up the returns at school level:

○ Elementary: July 2

○ Secondary: July 9

33



Next Steps

● FBEC - May 12, 2021

● Regular Board - May 26, 2021
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Questions?
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