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Co-Chair Message
	

EYCAC Co-Chair Annual Report 

The 2018-19 EYCAC work supported the Board and the child care communities working in early learning settings. The 
committee invited staff to present on board initiatives that would be of interest to the Early Year’s community partners; 
There were a variety of topics that the members of EYCAC provided feedback on. The goal was to look at ways of 
partnering and extending Board work into the various early learning programs. 

EYCAC members participated in presentations and provided feedback on the following topics: 

	 Indigenous Cultural Competency, guest speakers, Jim Spyropoulos and Adrienne Plumley, OCT, First Nations 
School of Toronto.  From this presentation, the following motion was drafted and forwarded to the Program and 
School Services Committee: 

“EYCAC recommends be it resolved that the feasibility of offering training and resources to support the development of 

Indigenous Cultural Competency among our early years school-based stakeholders be explored.” 

	 Presentation on Play Policy, led by Richard Christie, Senior Manager, Sustainability School Operations, Jessie 
Sawyers, Community Co-Chair, Environmental Sustainability Community Advisory Committee (ESCAC), Linda 
Naccaratto, Earth Day Canada, and Brenda Simon, Earth Day Canada. 
As a result of this presentation, the ESCAC presenters, solicited feedback from EYAC, to further enhance their 
initiative and asked for EYCAC representation to sit on an ad hoc subcommittee to expand on the EYCAC 
recommendations as they consider the feedback that EYCAC provided and for the subcommittee members to 
continue to provide information as it relates to the sector’s governing bodies; 

	 Presentation on Safe Schools – guest speaker Ted Libera, Centrally Assigned Principal Caring and Safe Schools and 
Alternative Programs. The presentation prompted further discussion on site safety and security, as well as 
lockdown and hold and secures, especially on non-instructional days and before or after the school day. 

	 Feedback to committee request for child care access to Wi-Fi - Peter Singh, Executive Officer, Information 
Technology Services. 

	 Overview on TDSB Extended Day Programs, guest speaker Cynthia Grundmann, Senior Policy Advisor and
 
Manager, Early Years and Child Care Services, 
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Work Groups continued to meet throughout the school year. 

Best Practices in Shared Space Work Group: Based on previous EYCAC feedback, the TDSB responded by creating 
information sessions for new Principals and Vice-Principals in their roles as Administrators in schools with Child Care 
Centres, as well, the Principal’s website was launched to further enhance information sharing; 

Facilities Work Group: Focus on improving communications and security within Child Care Centres in TDSB schools. 

Overall, as community Co-Chairs, we appreciate that all the presentations resulted in robust discussions on a wide 
variety of topics that were of interest and importance to the Early Years community. We look forward to continue 
working in collaboration with our partners. 

Jill Oakes and Pam McArthur 
Community Co-Chairs 
Early Years Community Advisory Committee (EYCAC) 
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EYCAC Mandate/ Purpose
	

i. An Early Years Community Advisory Committee (EYCAC) will be established and maintained to 

provide advice to the Board on matters concerning the implementation of the Ontario Early Years 

Policy Framework, and to identify issues of broad community interest concerning Early Years 

programs, for the consideration of the Board and staff; (adopted by Board September, 2005); 

ii. To suggest improvements to the TDSB Early Years Policy; 

iii. Continue to advise on Integrated Service Delivery (ISD) with an Early Years Framework. 

iv. To consider the work of other initiatives within the Board as they impact on Early Years, (e.g., Full-

Day Kindergarten, Special Education, Model Schools for Inner Cities, EarlyON and Family Centres). 
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CAC Activities
	

Meetings 

Early Years Community Advisory Committee Meetings 

All EYC!C meetings were held on Friday’s from 10:00 a;m; to 12:00 p;m; 

2018:2019 Meeting Dates: 
 October 12, 2018
 
 January 11, 2019
 
 March 22, 2019
 
 May 10, 2019
 

Motions passed by the Committee 

October 2018: 
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EYCAC Members 2018-2019 

MEMBER ORGANIZATION 

Trustee Rachel Chernos Lin Toronto District School Board 

Trustee Dan MacLean Toronto District School Board 

Trustee Jennifer Story Toronto District School Board 

Pam McArthur (Co-Chair) Runnymede Adventure Club 

Jill Oakes (Co-Chair) YMCA Child Care 

Anabela Ferreira Woodgreen Child Care 

Coleen McGrath Learning Enrichment Foundation (LEF) 

Donna Spreitzer Jackman Community Daycare 

Irena Setnik Silver Creek Pre-School 

Irene Sheridan Cliffcrest Child Care 

Kim Rogers Sunshine ChildCare 

Lisa Tjernstrom (Retired) Lakeshore Child Care 

Nancy Hendy Toronto Children's Services (Alt. Rep.) 

Nathalie Gruzalc NYAD -Donwood 

Patricia Chorney Rubin George Brown College 

Patrina Stathopoulos DandylionDaycare 

Patty Domski Toronto Public Library 

Rashida Wall Parent Literacy Centre 

Sandy Edmonds (Retired) PLASP 

Stephanie Nickle Woodgreen Child Care (Alt. Rep.) 

Therese Damaso Toronto Children's Services 
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