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City Funding for Interior Renovations at Jesse Ketchum 
Junior and Senior Public School 

To: Finance, Budget and Enrolment Committee 

Date: 3 April, 2019 

Report No.: 04-19-3611 

Strategic Directions 

• Build Strong Relationships and Partnerships Within School Communities to 
Support Student Learning and Well-Being 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the following be approved: 

1. That $1,500,000 be received from the City of Toronto to fund the costs 
associated with improvements to the school building at Jesse Ketchum Junior 
and Senior Public School. 

2. That the Director be authorized to enter into a Community Access Agreement 
with the City of Toronto on terms and conditions and in a form and content 
satisfactory to Toronto District School Board’s General Counsel for a period of 
twenty years. 

Context 

Toronto City Council has approved a motion (as shown in Appendix A) allocating 
$1,500,000 in funding for improvements to the “community space” within the Jesse 
Ketchum school building. 

Based on preliminary design development, the funding will be invested in three parts of 
the school building: the gymnasium, the lunchroom and the kitchen. 

The exact scope of the project will not be known until the detailed design development 
stage that will start after the Toronto District School Board receives the funding from the 
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City of Toronto. See Action Plan and Associated Timeline section below for more 
information. 

The City’s funding has been secured through the use of contributions it has received by 
way of the application of Section 37 of the Planning Act. 

As outlined in Appendix B, in order to receive Section funding, the Board is required to 
enter into a Community Access Agreement with the City that speaks to community 
access requirements and the duration of the TDSB’s commitment to uphold community 
access. 

Action Plan and Associated Timeline 

The timeline associated with the following milestones are estimates: 

 Finalize community use agreement negotiations with the City of Toronto: 
April/May 2019 

 TDSB and City of Toronto sign the agreement: May/June 2019 
 City of Toronto transfers the funds to the TDSB: June/July 2019 
 Architectural design services retained: August 2019 
 Detailed design development with input from the school: September 2019 – 

March 2020 
 Tendering and reporting of contract award to the Board of Trustees: March/April 

2020 
 Construction start date: June 2020 
 Date for completion: April 2021 

Resource Implications 

Funding for the design development, permits and construction will be provided by the 
City of Toronto. 

Communications Considerations 

N/A 

Board Policy and Procedure Reference(s) 

 Policy P011, Community Use of Board Facilities (Permits) 
 Procedure PR666, Community Use of Board Facilities (Permits) 

Appendices 

 Appendix A: City of Toronto Council Motion 
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 Appendix B: Section 37 of the Planning Act 

From 

Manon Gardner, Associate Director, School Operations & Service Excellence at 
manon.gardner@tdsb.on.ca or at 416-394-2041 

Richard Christie, Senior Manager, Sustainability at richard.christie@tdsb.on.ca or at 
416-396-8554 

mailto:manon.gardner@tdsb.on.ca
tel:416-394-2041
mailto:richard.christie@tdsb.on.ca
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Appendix A: Toronto City Council Motion – Jesse Ketchum 
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Appendix B – Section 37 of the Planning Act 

Section 37 of the Planning Act allows the City to collect funds from a development 
application in return for additional density. The City policy requires that Section 37 funds 
be earmarked for community benefits in the host ward of the development application. 

The City has prepared general guidelines for staff and the development community to 
work within. Examples of appropriate use of Section 37 funding include: 

• Parks (Park Improvements, Playing Field, Open Space, Playground) 
• Roads and Streetscapes (Road and Streetscape Improvements, Parking Area, 

Traffic Calming, Road Allowance) 
• Environment Improvements (Re-naturalization, Trail and Path Improvements, 

Greening Initiatives) 

Section 37 cash contributions from the City may also be used appropriately towards the 
capital costs of facilities on school properties or within school buildings. 

The current process to transfer Section 37 funding from the City to the Board is initiated 
by a Motion at City Council and requires the Board to enter into a Community Use 
Agreement with the City that speaks to community access requirements and the 
duration of the Board’s commitment to uphold community access. 
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