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Diploma Requirements

 � Successful completion of Literacy requirement

� 40 hours of community involvement

� 30 credits required for graduation: 
(18 compulsory and 12 optional)

4 English, one per grade level
1 French as a second language
3 Mathematics, at least one in Grade 11 or 12
2 Science
1 Canadian geography
1 Canadian history
1 Arts (dance, drama, media, music, visual arts)
1 Health and physical education
0.5 Civics
0.5 Career studies

Plus one credit from each of the following groups:

Group 1: an additional English credit
 or French as a second language* 
 or a third language
 or a Social Sciences and Humanities credit
 or a Canadian and World Studies credit
 or a Guidance and Career Education credit
 or a Cooperative Education credit *

Group 2:  a Business Studies credit
 or a credit in Health and Physical Education
 or a credit in the Arts
 or a credit in Cooperative Education *
 or French as a second language *

Group 3: a Grade 11 or 12 Science credit
 or a Technological Education credit
 or a Computer Studies credit
 or a Cooperative Education credit *
 or French as a second language *

plus 12 optional credits
* A maximum of two credits in 

Cooperative Education and two credits in French 
can count as compulsory credits. 

COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT

Students are required to 
complete a minimum of 
40 hours of mandatory 

Community Involvement 
prior to graduation.

� An indication of comple-
tion will be entered on 
the student�s Ontario 
Student Transcript when 
the 40 hours have been 
submitted and approved.

� Secondary school staff 
will discuss appropriate 
types of Community 
Involvement activities 
and projects with students 
and may offer suggestions, 
but the selection and 
management of the 
involvement is to be 
directed by the student.

� The Toronto District 
School Board publishes 
a list of �approved� and 
�non-approved� activities; 
students choosing an 
activity not on the 
approved list must apply 
for permission in writing 
to the school Principal.

� Activities may take place 
inside or outside the 
school. If inside, activities 
may not be part of a 
credit program.

� The student may not 
displace a worker who 
would normally have been 
paid to perform the same 
function or receive pay.

� Community Involvement 
may begin in the summer 
after Grade 8.

� For volunteer 
opportunities check: 
www.40hours.ca  and

www.volunteertoronto.ca

MATERIALS YOU MAY NEED:
� Course Selection Sheet
� CHOICES publication
� Supplementary materials 

from your school
� Transcript or Credit 

Counselling Summary sheet
� MyBlueprint login 
� OEN (Ont. Education Number)

Ontario Secondary School 
Diploma Requirements

Recommended
Compulsories

 GRADE 9
� English
� Mathematics
� Science
� Canadian 

Geography
� P.E.
� French
� Arts
� ???

 GRADE 10
� English
� Mathematics
� Science
� Cdn History
� Civics/Career 

Studies 
� ???
� ???
� ???

NOTE
Community Involvement

40 HOURS – DON’T WAIT!   Keep a record – Get Proof:
� dates  � hours  � organization/contact  � signature & phone number

Community Involvement

WHAT ARE YOU MISSING?
A Credit from:

GROUP 1
GROUP 2
GROUP 3

Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy 
Requirement

Students must write the 
Ontario Secondary School 

Literacy Test (OSSLT), which is 
created and marked by the 

Ministry of Education.
Students who write the OSSLT 

and who have been unsuccessful 
at least once are eligible to take 
the Ontario Secondary School 

Literacy Course (OLC4O). 
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Begin with an End in Mind
Where are you going after graduation?

PLAN AHEAD

� What courses will I 
need to graduate?

� What courses will I need to get 
into a post-secondary program, 

e.g. training program or 
college or university?

� Enjoy learning by doing?

� Earn while you learn

� Make future connections

� Become a skilled professional

� See a Counsellor or Co-op Teacher

1. Links academics with work experience

2. Usually a separate application

3. Interview is required

4. Interested? See your guidance 
counsellor.

� The Guidance Of� ce

� eINFO and ONTARIO COLLEGES GUIDE

� Internet sites (OCAS, OUAC, OSCA)

� Career Cruising

� CareerMatters

� Apprenticeship: 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/skills.html

� myBlueprint.ca/tdsb

GOING TO WORK?
Check out: 
�  Job Fair � Work Connections

�  Job Connect

� Youth Employment Centres

� Mazemaster

What is your destination?

 ❑ APPRENTICESHIP     ❑ COLLEGE     ❑ UNIVERSITY     ❑ WORK

APPRENTICESHIP?
�  Learn a skilled trade by 

combining courses with 
paid on-the-job training

�  Check out Co-op as an 
OYAP Opportunity

GOING TO COLLEGE?
What marks do they use for 
early admission? 
� Gr. 11 and 1st semester 

Gr. 12

�  College courses 70%

� University and mixed 
courses 60%

GOING TO 
UNIVERSITY?
�  What marks do they use 

for early admission? 
4U or 4M Finals from � rst 
semester and Mid-Terms 
from second semester

�  Cut-offs in eINFO (web)

IS OYAP FOR YOU?

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION

RESEARCH

RESEARCH

� Use eINFO, Ontario Colleges Guide, 
OYAP information
� Internet sites

� Talk to: your parents/guardians, 
your friends, teachers and a 

guidance counsellor

OYAP
Ontario Youth 
Apprenticeship 

Program
 �  Enables students 

in Grade 11 or 
12 to complete 
OSSD while 
starting their 
apprenticeship 
training in one of 
the skilled trades

 Examples: 
Early Childhood 
   Education, 
Carpentry, 
Automotive, 
Culinary Arts, 
Plumbing, etc.

NEED TO SEE A COUNSELLOR?
Counsellors are available to assist you. Make an appointment or follow 
the protocol that your school uses during course selection time.



D ChoicesChoices  2012–2013

ChoicesChoices Choices Choices 
2012–2013

ONLINE COURSE SELECTION PLANNING GUIDE

Things to Consider

FIND YOUR DESTINATION COURSES

 Grade 9/10 Grade 11/12

COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY

WORKPLACE

OPEN

APPLIED

ACADEMIC

LDCC

OPEN

K-COURSES

DID YOU KNOW?
Students who select courses that are inconsistent 

with their interests, most recent achievement, strengths, 
needs or preferred learning style(s) may be creating 
a diverse set of obstacles to success. There are many 
pathways to the same destination and sometimes 

it is more bene� cial to build self-esteem, con� dence 
and a sense of hope and optimism by being successful 

� rst and foremost. There are many opportunities 
to build on success and change pathways at 

many points on the secondary path. 
Choose wisely – choose well!

Where do I go 
from here?

SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS
IPRC�d students have the opportunity to take GLE courses in most secondary schools in the TDSB. 
Students requiring a more individualized program or self-contained classes should consult the 
special education teacher in your school to access additional supports your school may offer. 

NOTE
FULL DISCLOSURE

�  All grade 11 and 12 � nal 
course marks, withdrawals 
and repeats on transcripts 

�  WITHDRAWAL � Dropped 
course after second to last 
report card

�  REPEAT a course � both 
mark attempts are shown, 
but only one credit issued 

NO GUARANTEES
� All course offerings are subject 

to availability

� Successful completion of Diploma 
does not guarantee admission to 
post-secondary institutions

� Certi� cate of Accomplishment 
and The Ontario Secondary School 
Certi� cate (OSSC) are alternatives 
to a Diploma.

NOTE
5-YEAR PLAN OPTION

�  Is it part of your plan to take � ve 
years in secondary school?

�  Do you want to do Co-op, 
apprenticeship training (OYAP) 
and explore more options? 

Although OSS organizes courses into 
four grade categories, students may 
take longer than four years to complete 
their diploma without repercussions 
to their future educational plans. For 
students wanting to maintain strong 
academics and/or explore cooperative 
or technological education, the Arts, 
French Immersion, OYAP, etc., or to 
build their own leadership potential, 
a � ve-year option may be preferred.
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Completing Your Online Course Selection

You will require the following information before you begin:

� Valid Email Address

� Ontario Education Number (OEN)

� Your Date of Birth (DOB)

1) Get Started
 In Internet Explorer or Firefox, go 

to www.myBlueprint.ca/tdsb. 

2) Existing User?
 Enter your email and password.

 Need An Account? 
 In the New Users box on the left 

of the page, select your Secondary 
School from the dropdown and 
click �Create Account�.

 All Users
 Must enter your OEN # and 

birthdate before proceeding.

NOTE
These are required only once

CHOOSE WISELY!
� Classes may � ll 
� Don�t be disappointed

! ATTENTION

The � fth position indicates the course type.
In this case: D = Academic

Course Type

C = College
D = Academic
E = Workplace
L = Locally Developed 

Compulsory

M = College or University
O = Open
P = Applied
U = University
N = Non-Credit

2.0

Planned
22

3) View Offi cial High School Plan
 Once you have completed the registration process, scroll 

down to the High School Planer section in Education 
Planner and click the �View Plan�green button beside 
your �Of� cial High School Plan�. 

Total
30/30

Completed
8
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Completing Your Online Course Selection

4) Add Your Courses for Next Year
� In the High School Planner grid, click �Add [Course]�.

� Add compulsories � rst, and if required use the 
� rst four spaces for Semester I pre-requistes for 
Semester II courses.

� In the Course Selection and Details screen, 
explore the courses available to you. 

� Click �Add Course to Plan� when you � nd the 
course you want. It is automatically saved.

The sixth character indicates program or credit 
differentiation, or the focus of the course. 

Program Differentiation for 
Non-Tech Courses 

 

French Immersion and other specialty programs have 
a unique sixth character to indicate male and female 
Phys Ed. Credit value is usually one unless otherwise 

indicated on an individual school chart.

Program Differentiation for Tech Courses 
Tech credits sixth character indicate credit value: 

1, 2 or 3 credits.

1 = Regular credit course
2 = Beginner or 

Introductory course
3 = Enriched course
4 = Extended French 

course
5 = French Immersion 

course
6 = Gifted course
7 = International 

Baccalaureate course

8 = Self-contained ESL 
course

9 = Self-contained special 
education course

0 = Advanced Placement
A = Part 1 (0.5)
B = Part 2 (0.5)
Health and Physical 
Education
F = course for females
M = course for males
1 = co-ed courses

NOTE
Your marks are indicated 
for all completed courses.

NOTE
Red box indicates 

missing pre-requisite

5) View Your Graduation Progress
 The Graduation Indicator will help you keep track of 

your progress. Click �View Progress� for a list of speci� c 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma requirements.  

Review this feature to ensure you are selecting 
courses that will keep you on track to graduate!

6) The Impact of Your Course Selection
 Before you submit your courses, it is important to understand the impact 

they will have on your future after high school. Plan ahead and build a 
full 30-credit plan to instantly discover the post-secondary opportunities 
available to you using the Pathway Eligibility Indicator. 
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Completing Your Online Course Selection

8) Confi rm & Print
 Carefully review the Submission Details 

page to ensure that you are meeting the 
requirements for the courses you have 
selected and that the courses that appear 
are correct. Once you have reviewed, click 
�Con� rm & Print (Step 2 of 2)�. 

NOTE
Submit: 

� Eight choices
� Courses with appropriate 

prerequisites.

7) Submit Your Courses
 You can only submit once! When you are ready to submit your course 

selections, click �Submit (Step 1 of 2)�. Note: the �Submit� button 
will only appear if it is course selection time (as set by your school).  

You’re done!
 Please print and return a signed copy of your Course Selection 

Sign-Off Sheet and submit it to your Counsellor or Teacher. 

NOTES

My online submission must be 

completed by 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
� Some schools offer selected self-contained classes for 

ESL/ELL students. These courses would be indicated 
by an 8 in the sixth position of the course code.

� Check with a counsellor or the ESL Department in 
your school.


