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What is the current status of H1N1 and how will we know if this status changes?

At this point in Ontario, the majority of confirmed cases have been confirmed in healthy young people and most cases have been mild.  The Toronto District School Board (TDSB) is in constant contact with Toronto Public Health and other local health authorities.  If people have specific questions about the virus, a link to Toronto Public Health is available on the Board’s website at www.tdsb.on.ca/h1n1. 
How is the Toronto District School Board responding to the spread of the H1N1 virus? 
The TDSB has a comprehensive Pandemic Response Plan in place and it can be found on the Board’s website. TDSB is working in close cooperation with Toronto Public Health.  TDSB staff are in daily communication with local health authorities in the city. We have been assured that they are very sensitive to our concerns regarding the operation of schools.  TDSB is responding to whatever advice or action health authorities recommend to reduce the risk to our school communities. Staff and students are reminded to observe the following hygiene practices as recommended by TPH:
· Wash hands well and often with soap and water (or hand sanitizer if soap and water are not available).
· Cough and sneeze into your sleeve or arm. 
· Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth
· Stay at home if you are ill. 
· Contact your health care practitioner or call Telehealth Ontario if you are uncertain about your symptoms.

Are we planning to close schools because of H1N1?

The Ministry of Health and Long Term Care, and Toronto Public Health, do not recommend the closure of schools. This measure may not be effective in preventing transmission as students and staff may be exposed to the virus in other community settings such as malls. The benefits of keeping schools open currently outweigh the risk of transmission in other public settings.
What is the Toronto District School Board doing to be proactive in schools?

The TDSB has added a new cleaning protocol to the daily routine of our caretakers.  This protocol ensures that caretakers wipe down and disinfect major points of hand contact such as door knobs, handrails, taps, and drinking fountains daily.  This proactive measure is meant to slow down the spread of the virus and is being done in all schools.  As well, the Toronto District School Board is working with Toronto Public Health to track patterns in absenteeism around the district.

In the spring, TPH notified schools sites where the virus was present.  Will this continue?

Now that the virus is commonly found throughout the entire community, schools/sites will not be informed of site-specific cases of H1N1 by Toronto Public Health. Any relevant information and updates will be available on the TDSB’s website. Parents are also advised to follow up with Toronto Public Health if they have any questions or concerns. 
Will the Board permit staff or students to wear masks in the schools?

The Public Health Agency of Canada does not recommend the wearing of masks in school settings to protect against contracting the H1N1 flu virus. Evidence shows masks are not effective in preventing transmission of influenza in the general public.  Basic hygiene measures such as hand washing, safe use and disposal of tissues, and cleaning of environmental surfaces are far more effective in the prevention of infection. 

The TDSB will not restrict any employee or student from wearing his/her own mask in schools, recognizing that this is a personal decision with respect to a perceived health risk. We would ask, however, that school staff take into consideration the sensitivities of our students, especially in our elementary schools as the presence of staff wearing masks could increase uncertainty and anxiety in younger children. This same request would be made to parents who send their child/children to school with a mask.

Will there be seasonal or H1N1 flu vaccination clinics set up in the schools for staff and/or students? 

The TDSB does not regulate or control when or who receives the seasonal or H1N1 vaccinations. Those decisions are made by the Government of Ontario. Toronto Public Health is responsible for coordinating the delivery of the vaccines and where clinics would be set up. Toronto Public Health is currently using two closed schools as flu clinic sites. If you have questions about the availability of the vaccines, schedules or vaccination clinics you are advised to contact them directly at (416) 338-7600, to visit their website at www.toronto.ca/health, or visit your health care practitioner to discuss any concerns.
Can my child bring a bottle of hand sanitizer to school? 

Yes, if it is only for the personal use of the child. It is the responsibility of the parent to ensure the child is old enough to be given the hand sanitizer, and to review appropriate use. Parents should be made aware of the need to avoid scented products.

Can I keep my child at home as a precaution, even if she/he is not ill?

It is our expectation that healthy children will be at school.  Influenza is a community acquired infection, so avoiding settings, like schools, will not reduce the risk of exposure. If your child does display any signs of flu-like illness, keep him/her at home and contact your health care practitioner as you normally would for advice.  Also it is very important to let your school know the reason for your child’s absence.
… 2 ...

What precautions is the Board taking with musical instruments and athletic/sport activity?

The TDSB has developed stringent guidelines for both musical instruments and athletic activities and sporting events. 
Musical Instrument Guidelines include: 
· The mouthpieces of all musical instruments, particularly those used by more than one student should be disinfected to prior to use. 
· Whenever possible, students playing brass or wind instruments should have their own mouth pieces.
· Proper hand hygiene should be followed prior to and after using all instruments
Athletic Activities and Sporting Events Guidelines include:
· Athletes and Teachers/Coaches are encouraged to wash hands routinely and always after participating in physical activity and handling sports equipment. Teams are encouraged to carry hand sanitizer if athletic venue does not have easy access to sinks
· Ensure all athletes and staff have their own water bottles labelled with names.
· Teams that choose to withdraw from the practice of shaking hands to demonstrate good sportsmanship may recognize the other team(s)/individual(s) by performing a cheer.
Are field trips still continuing?

All schools are operating regularly including co-curricular activities and field trips.

Where can I obtain more information about H1N1?

Contact Toronto Public Health, (416) 338-7600 and for H1N1 information in other languages, contact Telehealth Ontario at 1-866-797-0000. You can also access additional information and links on the TDSB public website at www.tdsb.on.ca/h1n1.
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