


ñWe donôt know half of 

what these kids can 

doò.

Ted Sizer



A Different World

Å Work is different

Å Tools are different 

Å Communication is   different

Å Information is different 

Å Kids are different 

Å Learning is different

Teaching must be different



Guiding Questions

ÅWho are our learners? 

ÅWhat are their needs?

ÅWhat skills, values, and knowledge will they need 
to be successful, productive members of society?



Who are todayôs youth?

Average school-aged child 
spends (per week):

ï½ hour with Dad

ï2.5 hours with Mom

ï2.2 hours doing homework

ï½ hour reading for 
pleasure

ïMore than 25 hours 
exposed to electronics
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Some have never é

ÅLived without a computer

ÅReceived a busy signal

ÅUsed a phone booth

ÅLived in a house without
multiple TVs and remote
controls
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64% of todayôs kids come home to no one!

ÅWhat has taken the place of human interaction with 
Mom or Dad?

ÅThe virtual relationships and electronic interactions 
have taken the place of real, face-to-face 
relationships.
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Reach and Teach

ÅOur job is to reach and 
teach the kids we have;

Ånot the kids we used to 
have, 

Ånot the kids we wish we 
had, 

Ånot the kids who exist 

only in our dreams.

8



In the 21st century students will be:

Å Selling to the world - Buying from the world

Å Working for international companies

Å Managing employees from other countries & cultures

Å Competing with people on the other side of the world for 
jobs and markets

Å Working with people all over the world in joint ventures 
and global work teams

Å Solving global problems such as AIDS, environmental 
problems, and resolving conflicts

Are we ready?
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ñIn the global economy & society of the 21st century, 

all children will be left behind if 

their education is not organized with 

a global context in mind.ò

GOLDMAN SACHS FOUNDATION
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