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MLA: Works Cited  
 
 
 

Format Citation for PRINTED BOOK Source 
General 
format 

Author(s). Title. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. 

One author Battles, Mathew. Library: An Unquiet History. New York: W.W. Norton, 2003. 

¾ Omit the publisher’s province, state, or country, if they are well known. 

Several 
books by 
same author 

Wurman, Richard S. InformationAnxiety. New York: Doubleday, 1989. 

---. InformationAnxiety2. Indianapolis: Que, 2001. 

¾ Use three hyphens, followed by a period, to repeat the author. 

Two or more 
authors 

Burka, Jane B., and Leonora M. Yuen. Procrastination: Why You Do It, What to Do about It.

Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1983. 

¾ Put the second author in natural order.  
¾ If there are more than three authors, name the first and add “et al.” (“and others”): Burka, Jane B., 

et al. 

No author, 
date, place of 
publication, 
or page 
 

New York Public Library American History Desk Reference. New York: Macmillan, 1997. 

¾ Alphabetize the entry by title, ignoring A, An, or The. 
¾ Use “n.d.” when works give no date of publication. Similar abbreviations include “n.p.” when no 

place of publication or publisher is given and  “n.pag.” when no pagination is given. 

Second or 
later edition 

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research.  

2nd ed. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 2003. 

Edited book Mintz, Anne P., ed. Web of Deception: Misinformation on the Internet. New York: 

Information Today, 2002. 

Multivolume 
work 

Sadie, Stanley, ed. The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 20 vols. London: 

MacMillan, 1980. 

¾ If you use only volume, state its number and the publication information for that volume alone. 

Single 
volume in a 
multivolume 
work 

Naylor, Phyllis R. Footprints at the Window. New York: Simon and Shuster, 1981. Vol. 3 of 

The York Trilogy. 3 vols. 1980–81. 

Encyclopedia 
article, with 
author given 

Likens, Gene E. “Acid Rain.” World Book. 2001 ed. 

¾ Edition and year are required, but you can omit city and publisher for well-known reference books.

Encyclopedia 
article, no 
author given 

“Amaravati Sculpture.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 15th ed. 1991. 1: 311. 

¾ Volume and page numbers are optional. 

 

1. Books 
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Reference
book article

Draper, James. “Austin Clarke.” Black Literature Criticism. 3 vols. Detroit: Gage Research,

1992.

When citing less familiar reference books, give additional publication information.

Dictionary “Tuque.” Def. Canadian Oxford Dictionary. Ed. Katherine Barber. 2nd ed. 2004.

Republished
book

Barzun, Jacques. Simple and Direct: A Rhetoric for Writers. 1985. Chicago: U of Chicago P,

1994.

Translated
book

Balsamo, Luigi. Bibliography: History of a Tradition. Trans. William A. Pettas. Berkeley, CA:

Doubleday, 1990.

Part of a
book (e.g.,
essay, story,
or poem in a
collection)

Anderson, Doris. “Real Women in Fiction, Where Are You?” The Role of Women in Canadian

Literature. Ed. Elizabeth McCullough. Toronto: MacMillan, 1975. 83–88.

Provide the page numbers of the entire piece you are citing.

Novel or
play from an
anthology

Serling, Rod. The Twilight Zone. Modern American Plays. Ed. Robert Smith. New York:

Scribner’s, 1988.

Government
publication

Ontario Ministry of Education. The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 11 and 12: Interdisciplinary

Studies, 2002. Toronto: Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 2002.

Pamphlet Essential Skills: Skills to Build On. Human Resources and Skills Development Canada, n.d.

Format Citation for ELECTRONIC BOOK Source
General
format

Author(s). Title. Source of Publication. Publisher, Date of Access.

Online book Wells, H. G. The Time Machine. Project Gutenberg Archive. Etext 35. 6 May 2005

<http://www.gutenberg.org/etext/35>.

The title of an Internet site is italicized. Its URL follows the access date, without punctuation in
between.

Online
encyclo-
pedia

Sentman, Everett, “Aardvark." Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia. Scholastic Library

Publishing, 2005. 17 June 2005 <http://www.gme.grolier.com>.

CD-ROM
article

“Ardvaark.” World Book Multimedia Encyclopedia. CD-ROM. 1999.

Online poem
or play

Avison, Margaret. “The Dumbfounding.” Representative Poetry Online: Canadian Poets. Ed.

Ian Lancashire. 2002. 1 May 2005 <http://www.library.utoronto.ca/canpoetry/avison>.

1. Books
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MLA: Works Cited (cont’d.)  
 
 

Format Citation for PRINTED PERIODICAL Source 

General 
format 

Author(s). “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical Issue Number Date: Page 
numbers. 

Magazine or 
newspaper 
article, with 
author 

Morrow, Lance. “The Fog of War.” Time 4 Feb. 1991: 61-62. 

Tuck, Simon. “CRTC Turns Radio on Its Head with Landmark Satellite Ruling.” Globe and 

Mail 17 June 2005: B1+.  

¾ For magazines published every week or every two weeks, give the complete date. For 
magazines published every month or every two months, give the month(s) and year.  

¾ If an article is not printed on consecutive pages, write the first page number and a plus sign. 

Magazine or 
newspaper 
article, with no 
author 

“Let Go of the Tension in Your Life.” Connect Magazine Apr./May 2005: 11. 

¾ Abbreviate the month, except for May, June, and July. 

“Canadians Abroad Deserve Better.” Editorial. Toronto Star 17 June 2005: A24. 

¾ Identify if the article is an editorial. 

Review of a 
book, movie, 
etc. 

McQuillin, Andrea. Rev. of In Praise of Slowness: How a Worldwide Movement is 

Challenging the Cult of Speed, by Carl Honoré. Shambala Sun May 2005. 

Article in a 
scholarly 
journal with 
continuous 
pagination 

Bakaršić, Kemal. “The Libraries of Sarajevo and the Book That Saved Our Lives.” New  

Combat: A Journal of Reason and Resistance Autumn (1994): 13–15. 

¾ Include the volume number from the cover page, if there is one. Omit A, An, or The in the 
journal title. 

Article in a 
scholarly 
journal that 
pages each 
issue 
separately 

Albada, Kelly F. “The Public and Private Dialogue about the American Family on  

Television.” Journal of Communication 50.4 (2000): 79–110. 

¾ To identify the source, include the volume number followed by a period and the issue number. 

Abstract in an 
abstracts 
journal 

McCabe, Donald L. “Faculty Responses to Academic Dishonesty: The Influence of 

Student Honour Codes.” Research in Higher Education 34 (1993): 647–58. Abstract. 

Current Index to Journals in Education 26 (1994): item EJ471027. 

 

2. Periodicals: Magazines, 
Newspapers, and Journal Articles 
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Format Citation for ELECTRONIC PERIODICAL Source

General
format

Author (s). “Title of Article.” Source of article. Date of source: page numbers.

Product name. Date of access <electronic address of subscription

service>.

Magazine
article found
in an online
subscription
database

Lanken, Dane. “When the Earth Moves.” Canadian Geographic Mar.-Apr. 1996: 66–73.

Canadian Reference Centre EBSCOhost. 10 Nov. 2004 <http://www.search.epnet.com>.

If the Internet address is too long, use the URL of the site’s search page to avoid copying errors.

Newspaper
article found
in an online
subscription
database

Angier, Natalie. “Chemists Learn Why Vegetables Are Good for You.” Toronto Star 13 Apr.

1993. Virtual News Library. 12 Oct. 2004 <http://www.virtualnews.com>.

Reference
article found
in an online
subscription
database

“Benjamin Franklin.” Discovering World History. 2003. Galenet. 20 Mar. 2005

<http://www.galenet.gale.com>.

Magazine
article found
on the Web

Abilock, Debbie. “The Gestalt of Online Searching.” Multimedia Schools Nov.-Dec. 1997.

10 Oct. 2003 <http://www.infotoday.com/MMSchools/nov97/story.htm>.

Notice the information that may be omitted for articles found without using a subscription database.

Article
found in an
online
scholarly
journal

Tolson, Nancy. “Making Books Available: The Role of Early Libraries, Librarians, and

Booksellers in the Promotion of African American Children’s Literature.” African American

Review 32 (1998): 9-12. JSTOR. 1 Oct. 2002 <http://www.jstor.org/search>.

Online
abstract

Nastali, Dan, and Phil Boardman. “Searching for Arthur: Literary Highways, Electronic

Byways, and Cultural Back Roads.” Arthuriana 11.4 (2001): 108–22. Abstract. 1 Oct.

2002 <http://www.smu.edu/arthuriana/>.

Online
government
publication

United States. Centre for Disease Control. National Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention

and Health Promotion. Diabetes Public Health Resource FAQs About Diabetes. 29 June

2000. 25 May 2004 <http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/faqs.htm>.

2. Periodicals: Magazines,
Newspapers, and Journal Articles



 

 
© 2005 Toronto District School Board                        - 77 -                                  Research Success @ Your Library 
 

MLA: Works Cited (cont’d.)  
 
 

Format Citation for INTERNET source 

General 
format 

Author(s). Title of site or page. Editor. Date of posting or of latest update. Name 
of sponsoring institution or organization. Date of Access <electronic 
address>. 

Entire 
Internet site 

Schrock, Kathleen. Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators 10 Nov. 2004. 14 Nov. 2004 

<http://www.discoveryschool/schrock.com>. 

Personal 
home page 

Fox, Megan. Home page. Mar. 2005. 10 July 2005. < http://www.simmons.edu/~fox/>. 

Newsgroup Powers, Adam. “FAQs: Bob Dylan.” Fwd. John Howells. Online posting. 15 Apr. 2005. 

<news://rec.music.dylan>. 

Personal 
email 
message 

Michaels, Jim. “Re: Funding for Reading Programs.” Email. 12 June 2005. 

Painting or 
sculpture 

Kaufman, S. Japanese Crane in Snow. 1993. Online painting. 10 Nov. 2003 

<http://search.corbis.com/default.asp?i=10898330&vID=1&rID=101>.  

Photograph SM3A: Installation of the Fine Guidance Sensor. 19-27 December 1999. Online photograph.      

4 July 2005 <www.spacetelescope.org/images/medium/sts103_501_026.jpg>. 

Diagram or 
map 

“Aboriginal Peoples Circa 1823.” Map. Atlas of Canada. Natural Resources Canada. 10 June 

2005 <http://www.atlas.gc.ca/images/shared/tmp/map81511205122955017.gif>. 

Film or film 
clip 

Hyland, Mark, dir. “The Internet Goes Multimedia.” 1994. CBC Archives. 1 May 2005 

<www.archives.cbc.ca>.  

Sound 
recording or 
sound clip 

Spry, Graham. Radio Interview. “Envisioning a Global Network.” 1970. ” CBC Archives.        

23 May 2005 <www.archives.cbc.ca>. 

Radio or 
television 
show 

Sexton, Paul. Hellhounds on His Trail: The Robert Johnson Story. 29 June 2005. BBC Radio. 

10 July 2005 <www.bbc.co.uk/radio2/r2music/documentaries/robertjohnson 

.shtml?focuswin>. 

 

3.  Internet, Newsgroups, Email, 
and Other Online Resources
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MLA: Works Cited (cont’d.)  
 
 

Format Citation for MEDIA or HUMAN Source 

Film or video 
recording 

Young Frankenstein. Dir. Mel Brooks. Perf. Gene Wilder, Peter Boyle, Marty Feldman, and 

Cloris Leachman. Twentieth Century Fox, 1974. 
¾ A film citation includes the director, distributor, and year of release. You may include other relevant 

information such as names of the writer or performers. Below, compare the same film on DVD or 
video where you include the release date (if relevant) and the medium. 

Young Frankenstein. Dir. Mel Brooks. Perf. Gene Wilder, Peter Boyle, Marty Feldman, and 

Cloris Leachman. 1974. DVD. Twentieth Century Fox, 1998. 

Television or 
radio 
program 

“Bali, Masterpiece of the Gods.” National Geographic. Television Program. NBC. WPNT, 

Buffalo, NY 5 Feb. 2002. 

Sound 
recording  

Bach, Johann Sebastian. Italian Concerto in F Major. Perf. Angela Hewitt. Cond. Claudio 

Abbado. Berlin Philharmonic. Compact Disc. Deutcshe Grammophon, 1985. 419 218–2 

GH. 

Performance 
(play, opera, 
ballet, or 
concert) 

Lilies. By Michael Bouchard. Dir. Suzanne Smith. Theatre Passe Muraille, Toronto 4 Feb. 

2002. 

Mehta, Zubin. Cond. Israel Philharmonic Orchestra. Roy Thomson Hall, Toronto 1 May 2001. 

Musical 
composition 

Beethoven, Ludwig Van. Symphony no. 7 in A, op. 92. 

Painting, 
sculpture, or 
photograph 

Rembrandt van Rijn. Self Portrait, 1660. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 

¾ When you cite a photograph of a work of art found in a publication, add the necessary details. 

Rembrandt van Rijn. Self Portrait, 1660. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. In 

Rembrandt’s Eyes. By Simon Schama. New York: Random House, 1999. 640. 

Cartoon or 
comic strip 

Reilly, P. Cartoon. New Yorker. 28 Jan. 1977:32. 

Map or chart Canada. Map. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1996. 

Advertise-
ment 

Air Canada. Advertisement. CNN. 15 May 1998. 

Interview Wong, Jan. Personal Interview. Toronto. 8 Feb. 1998. 

 

4. Other Media and 
Human Sources  




