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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
							Committee Name: French as a Second Language Advisory Committee
							Date: June 9, 2016
							Time:  7:00 pm
Present:  Trustee Co-Chair Robin Pilkey; Parent Co -Chair Kristina Laperle (W17); Parent Vice Chair Matt Forrest (W9); Rob Janes (W2); Caroline Paterson (W7 Alt); Lauralyn Johnston (W8); Sarah Warden (W10); Sarah Smith (W15); Sharon Beason (W16); Peggy Dufresne (W19); Mary Cruden (Canadian Parents for French); 
Teleconference: Trustee Jennifer Story; Parent Vice Chair Betheney Maheu (W11)
TDSB Staff: John Tancredi (Central Co-ordinating Principal); Kirsten Johnston (Program Co-ordinator FSL)
Regrets:  Kingsley Kwok (W20); William Kortleever (W13 Alt)
Guests: Deloris Williamson (W5 parent); Mitch Zeltzer (W15 Chester Parent); Gayle Miller (W21); Joanne Griffith (W21 &22); Randy Samuel (W17 parent): Glyden (W9)
Recorder: Latha John (Parent and Community Engagement Office):
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/MOTION/ACTION

	Call to Order/Quorum / Membership Review
	Meeting was called to order by Chair Laperle at 7:08 pm, welcome introductions followed.  Quorum was achieved.
	

	Approval of Agenda
	Motion to approve agenda by Sarah Smith, seconded by Lauralyn Johnston. Carried. 
	

	Approval of Minutes May 10, 2016
	Motion to approve the minutes by Sarah Smith seconded by Peggy Dufresne. Carried. 
	

	Chair’s Report 
· Newsletter










· Trustee Candidate Survey



	Newsletters sent out last week:  http://www.tdsb.on.ca/Portals/0/Community/docs/June%202016%20FSLAC%20Newsletter-graphics-June%202016.pdf
Articles included:
· Save the date September 20, 2016 FSLAC meeting
· Story of Toronto elementary school teacher Hetti-Marie Manu at Broadlands Public School who wrote a song in French as homage to Canadian veterans
· TDSB Secondary students won at the provincial and national Concours d’Art Oratoire (Speech Contest) 
· Lord Lansdowne Franco-Fête
· Summer programs at Toronto  Libraries, including TD Summer Reading Club in French
· TDSB & beyond  summer programs

· Trustee By Elections - FSLAC Survey was sent to Trustee candidates for their perspectives on French

	

	· Annual Report to PSSC
	The report (attached) was presented to the committee by Chair Laperle.
Motion to approve the Annual Report 2015-2016 by Lauralyn Johnston, seconded by Matt Forrest. Carried. 
	

Latha will submit report to PSSC


	Election
Parent Co-chair and Vice Co-chair for 2016-17
	Nomination were  received  for the Executive positions 2016- 2017;
Parent Co-Chair- nomination was received from Kristina Laperle.
The following nominees for the Parents Vice Chair positions: Matt Forest, Betheney Maheu, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Peggy Dufresne.
All candidates were acclaimed to the positions.
Motion to approve the elections for the executive positions by Sarah Smith, seconded by Sarah Warden. Carried unanimously.
	

	Guest:  
Chester Parent(s)

	Parent concerns 
· Some communities and parents struggle with the placement process in French Immersion schools and can feel the process is not done with equity and fairness, not all parents able to come forward
· East end schools and communities seem to get moved the most for the French Immersion placements
· Parents struggle with arranging daycare spaces due to late placements in French Immersion schools
· There are also ongoing bussing issues for French Immersion students to and from daycare

Committee Feedback
Before amalgamation there were different approaches to the French Immersion programs from the various boards.  The Board and the FSLAC have extensively discussed lottery and proximity with no perfect solution. TDSB’s commitment to French Programs and expansion is based on demand and new sites are created as needed.  Thirty-three new French Immersion sites have been added in the last nine years. 
  
Q&A 
Q. Is there going to be a permanent FI pathway for Chester?
Staff response- All FI programs have a pathway from the entry point all the way to secondary school graduation. Pathways are subject to change as the program expands and local needs change. Currently, Chester regular track students are associated to Dundas’ FI program which moves to Queen Alexandra for middle school and Malvern CI for secondary.

Q. Could conversion of dual track to a single track French Immersion school be possible solution to take the pressure off the different dual track schools in the area?
Staff response- Single-track school would not necessarily resolve accommodation challenges.   Broadlands, for example, which is single track French Immersion, is over subscribed. Transforming a dual track to a single track happens through a process that involves a great deal of community consultation. 

The sibling rules means that younger immersion students from the same family usually attend where the older siblings do.  

FSL Staff meet with the planners in November, but the planners cannot accurately predict how many will choose French Immersion. It is a challenging to find room to accommodate all students, particularly in certain areas of the city. The Board tries to avoid redirecting students if at all possible.

Q. How does the Board open a new French Immersion site?
A. To meet increased local demand, planners identify possible French Immersion sites, ideally with at least seven available classrooms. The school principal is informed and potential applicants receive information about the new French Immersion site. 

Committee feedback on childcare issues 
Early years and childcare is now under the Ministry of Education. The Board needs to consider the integration of pathways between French immersion schools and  child care. FSLAC to look at a joint meeting with the Early Years Advisory Committee, the committee has shared concerns with the Board on this issue.

Q. How can the issues be brought to the attention of Trustees?
A. Day care experiences from the communities can be shared with the Trustees. Trustees to have a session planned for late September 2016 on childcare.

	



































Action: The Committee to follow through in September 2016;
Day care issues 
joint meeting with Early Years Advisory Committee.
Action: Chair Laperle to follow up with the Trustee Pilkey on the childcare session for Trustees

	Staff Report
· Retention in French Immersion

	TDSB retention data
· The data shows that the retention rate for immersion at the Board in general is 46%. The French immersion retention rates at key points have been increasing. For example, SK-grade 3 was 65% in 2000, but was 75% in 2011, likely due to Ministry and TDSB work on supporting students within the program.
· French Immersion program is a closed system with an exit door when compared to the regular board which has both exit and entry doors to the program.  The regular program will replenish itself as some students move out the area, others move in. The Board tries to make the best possible options for the re-entry process to French Immersion.  When students apply to enter or re-enter at other than the entry point, they are considered “late applicants”. Two conditions must be met: there must be proof of some form of equivalency of French instruction in the student’s prior program as we want the child to meet with success and there must be room available in the school/grade/program requested. 
Q&A
Q. Does the data of the cohort include the transfers?
A. The data shows the total population and does not indicate the number of transfers.

	



Action: Staff to share retention rates for Jr. Extended at earliest opportunity




	· DELF Project Update

	DELF Project Update
Out of forty-four students who took the DELF forty-one students were successful at the level challenged.
 
	

	· FSL Teachers’ Professional Learning

	Professional Learning  in CEFR and Inclusion document
Sessions were provided for teachers who were interested in the inclusion of students with special education needs in FSL programs. Invitations were targeted to FSL teachers and  Methods and Resource Teacher (MART) who hold the role of the special education resource teacher in dual track French Immersion schools. 
	


	· Hollywood& Middle Immersion
	 The middle immersion program is moving out of Hollywood for Sept 2017 as decided through the Accommodation Review. The community has been informed of the decisions of the ARC. New location is to be confirmed.
	

	FSLAC  - Reflections
Best Practices & Goals for 2016-17

	
Best Practices

· Great working relationship with staff, but we need to be mindful that any requests to staff should be done as a vote or a motion from the FSLAC committee meeting, not sent to staff by individual parent or trustee members
· Learning from guest presenters at FSLAC such as Toronto Public Library Staff
· Get comparative perspective across the other Boards in the province from CPF Ontario
· FSLAC presence at the different events
· FSLAC workshops at schools
· Dissemination of information about resources, such as summer camps and resources to schools and learning via website and newsletter
· Collecting parents’ stories about issues FSL related issues affecting their families (FSL parent guest speakers at FSLAC meetings)
· FSLAC connection with local wards

Goals
· Solidifying commitment to equity to FSL
· Core French – Shine a light on retention after grade 9
· Improve retention in Extended French and Immersion for middle school and secondary?
· Monitor equity in support for FSL kids with Special Education needs
· Monitor gifted screening for French Immersion students
· Child Care - Revisit issues with Early Years Advisory Committee, set up a joint meeting with Early Years, FSLAC to provide some information of FSLAC-related concerns for Trustee session on childcare issues, seamless placement process in childcare for French Immersion program to eliminate confusion (possibility to create accommodations within the placement)
· Bussing issues - Transportation services to be invited as guest to FSLAC, also to investigate issues with summer school bussing
· Redirections - Identifying communities who have experienced high levels of displacement

	

	· FSLAC dates for 2016-16 school year
	Meeting dates (attached) were distributed to the committee
	


	Ward Reports
	
	

	W17
	Games night was a huge success. Other wards who want to do similar games night contact Chair Laperle for games and ideas.
	

	W7
	The story time program at Runnymede Public Library was a success; the program was for ages 6-8, twelve registrations and was well attended. The program ran for four nights once a week. 

Training session on public health and mental wellness were done by three presenters from TDSB’s Public Health program.
	

	Next Meeting Date
	Next meeting on September 20, 2016
	

	Adjournment 
	Meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm by Chair Laperle, seconded by Sarah Smith.  All in favour. Carried.
	



				1	
[image: ]
FSLAC Annual Report 2016.pdf
Community Advisory Committee Report

Community Advisory Committee: French as a Second Language Advisory Committee
(FSLAC)

Meeting held on: June 9, 2016

Time: From: 7:00 p.m. To: 9:00 p.m.

Location: 5050 Yonge Street — Committee Room A
Chair: Kristina Laperle (Parent Co-chair)

Members present:

Members not present:
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Part A: Committee Recommendations

No matters to report.

Part B: Information Only
Topic: FSLAC Parent Co-chair’s Year End Report

1. Membership and Terms of Reference

There are 22 parent members and alternates on the FSLAC from 16 wards, and 1 non-
voting community member from Canadian Parents for French (Ontario). Trustee Robin
Pilkey is our trustee co-chair. French as a Second Language (FSL) program staff attend all
meetings.

The FSLAC was created by the Board in 2005 and set our mission as “To consult with and
advise the Board on French as a Second Language matters. As a Board community
advisory committee, the FSLAC will contribute to the work of trustees and staff. This
partnership of trustees, staff and parents will foster excellence and growth in FSL programs
at the Board.”

FSLAC members/alternates are elected by parents in their ward in odd numbered years to
serve a two year term. Trustees are asked to hold elections at their ward meetings no later
than December 2016 to fill any vacancies. To be eligible to be an FSLAC voting
member/alternate, one must be a current TDSB parent who wishes to further the mission of
the FSLAC and is available to attend (in person or by phone) about seven meetings per
year. Trustees needing more information or assistance recruiting members to fill vacancies
may contact the FSLAC at fslactoronto@gmail.com . FSLAC information is posted at:
www.tdsb.on.ca/fslac .

FSLAC members/alternates receive electronic access via Google Drive to a Member
Briefing Book which is updated annually. Alternatively, a hard copy can be provided at the
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member’s request. It explains the work of FSLAC volunteers and provides detailed
background material on French as a Second Language programs.

In keeping with the Board’s request to standardize Community Advisory Committees, we
reviewed and revised our “Operation Guidelines” and renamed them “Terms of Reference”.
The new Terms of Reference were adopted by the FSLAC on April 12, 2016 and received
at the Program and School Services Committee of the Board in May: www.tdsb.on.ca/fslac.

2. FSLAC Activities & Information Sharing

The FSLAC held 8 meetings in the 2015-16 school year and continues to work
collaboratively with FSL program staff. Staff provided us with a preview of the new FSL
video that was used at French Immersion and Extended French Information nights as well
as at parent conferences and parent information evenings. FSLAC parents provided
feedback and we hope to see a version of this highly informative video available online in
the future. FSLAC staff also presented a research report on Characteristics of Students in
French Immersion and Extended French to help us better understand the progress that has
been made and the growing diversity of students enrolled in the different FSL programs.

Several guest speakers were invited to FSLAC meetings to share information on a variety
of topics affecting FSL programs, students and their families. Executive Superintendent of
Teaching & Learning, Beth Butcher, attended FSLAC meetings twice in 2015-16 to present
on the "Sifting, Sorting Report" and the reorganization of central teaching staff. Colleen
Russell-Rawlins Executive Superintendent Early Years Learning and Care shared
information about childcare policies and procedures, and TDSB Senior Manager, Shulin
Dave, also attended to provide information about the EDSBY Parent Portal. Céline
Marcoux-Hamade, Toronto Public Library Senior Services Specialist-French Language,
presented on available resources and programming available at the public libraries across
the city.

Meeting notices, agendas, minutes and FSL resources are posted on the FSLAC page on the
TDSB website ( www.tdsb.on.ca/fslac). We currently receive limited administrative
support from the Parent Engagement Office to organize meetings and to handle minutes,
but look forward to getting increased, FSL-specialized support from the Board in the
coming year, particularly with writing, editing and communications.

The FSLAC continues to use our gmail account: fslactoronto@gmail.com and is
transitioning to Mail Chimp for newsletter distribution. Parents and stakeholders write to
us with FSL related questions. Common enquiries are on accessing programs and special
education support, for referrals to the appropriate staff member on FSL specific concerns
and to be on our newsletter distribution list.

The FSLAC newsletter was produced three times in 2015-16 and was sent out to more than
120 schools with immersion/extended programs, trustees, and over 750 individual parents
and FSL stakeholders who have signed up. It shares information about new developments
in FSL and tips for parents in supporting their children learning French. A new Conference
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Edition of the newsletter was also created for the PIAC-SEAC Conference in April,
highlighting information about FSL and including students with special education needs.
Past newsletters are available at www.tdsb.on.ca/fslac

The FSLAC created and disseminated a survey to all trustee candidates during the fall 2014
municipal election and is doing so in by-elections. The survey asked three questions about
experiences with learning French and views on FSL programs. Responses to the surveys
are circulated to parents and posted on our Google Drive.

3. Engaging Parents and Community Members

This year we continued to reach out to more parents directly through participation in parent
conferences and workshops. FSLAC Members and Canadian Parents for French (Ontario)
staffed tables, and provided information, and resources at PIAC’s “Parents Make a
Difference Conference” in the fall and at the PIAC-SEAC Conference in April.

We have continued to offer our popular parent workshop “Help with French
Homework...even if you don’t speak French” at both parent conferences, as well as at
individual schools upon request. This year we have added a new section on online
resources and FSL apps. We also presented our “Intro to the FSLAC” at a Ward Forum.
New FSLAC parent members have shadowed this year’s presentations and are prepared to
increase the number of these types of presentations in 2016-17 school year. Power point
slides are posted at www.tdsb.on.ca/fslac . Inquiries may be directed to
fslactoronto@gmail.com.

FSLAC Members also attended many immersion/extended information nights to meet new
parents and to support the presentations of principals and FSL staff.

4. FSLAC Participation in Board Activities

FSLAC members continued to be involved in PARC and PART meetings across the Board,
including those for AY Jackson, Sir John A Macdonald, and Georges Vanier, as well as the
Danforth and East York PARC to support growth in FSL programs and to share
information about FSL programs from the parent perspective with the community.

The FSLAC has also been active in attending other Board meetings to represent the voice
of FSL families and the FSL Advisory Committee. In addition to submitting written
recommendations on the draft Pupil Accommaodation Policy and Procedure Guidelines
(PARG), members attended several Program Area reviews. We also participated in the
Policy Review Consultation for P024 Educational Programming Partnerships, and are
planning to attend the Community Advisory Committee Meeting later in June.

5. Current Opportunities / Growth and Excellence in FSL Programs in the TDSB

New Learning Centres Model for Central Teaching Staff
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The FSLAC has expressed concerns to senior staff about how the change to Learning
Centres might impact the high quality and consistency of Professional Development
sessions lead by FSL specific Instructional Leaders. “Transforming FSL” as expected and
directly funded by the Ministry is a long term effort that is not yet fully realized. The
implementation of the FSL Framework (2013), Including Students with Special Needs and
FSL (2015), new curriculum for core, extended and immersion French (2013, 2014) as well
as Common European Framework and DELF projects demand a high level of expertise and
a concerted multi-year effort.

Extended/Immersion Program Enrolment:

According to the 2016-17 enrolment report, enrolment in immersion (SK and grade 4 entry)
as well as enrolment in extended (grade 4 or 7 entry) is continuing to grow. All on-time
applicants receive a spot in SK immersion/grade 4 extended/immersion and the system
responds by adding new sites as required. For the 2016-17 school year, five new French
immersion (FI) sites and two new extended French sites will be opened. Despite the best
efforts of staff, further refinement to the process is indicated as about 11% of applicants are
not offered spots at the expected immersion/extended schools. Extended/immersion Parents
continue to struggle with family logistics and before and after school care availability.

The FSLAC continues to be concerned about the use of lotteries at immersion schools
where there are no feeders. Lotteries select who stays and who goes on a bus to the next
closest FI program, when all applicants could walk and have a right to be in the school for
the English program.

Continued FSL Needs at the Secondary School Level:

We will continue exploring FSL secondary programs as per the Board’s accepted
recommendation from the FSLAC (February 2013) to meet “the need for additional sites
and opportunities for immersion and extended students at the secondary level and develop a
plan for meeting current and future needs in consultation with the FSLAC and
stakeholders”. We hope that increasing access and variety of courses offered in these areas
will lead to better retention between grade 8 and grade 9, as well as through to grade 12 in
extended/immersion programs.

Special Education and Core/Extended/Immersion:

FSLAC members worked with the Board staff to ensure dissemination of information
regarding new Ministry document “Including Students with Special Education Needs in
FSL” at the PIAC-SEAC conference in April. An informative presentation was conducted
by the FSL Coordinator at two sessions during the conference and conference slides are
available on the FSLAC website. Copies of the Ministry document and other helpful
resources were available at the FSLAC table in the vendor’s hall.

Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) and the DELF:

The FSLAC is supportive of FSL staff in providing the opportunity for some grade 12
students to participate in DELF exams (Dipléme d'études en langue frangaise) with support
provided by the Ministry of Education. The DELF is an internationally recognized exam
that tests proficiency in French and awards a credential to the student based on the





benchmarks of the CEFR. This type of testing provides an external assessment of student
outcomes in core/extended/immersion. The Ministry did a study which included the TDSB
students which is available here:

www.edugains.ca/resourcesFSL/PDF/Research/Synopsis FINAL-1.pdf

7.2016-17 FSLAC
XXX was elected at the June 9™ meeting as parent co-chair with XXX and XXX elected as
parent vice co-chairs.

Upcoming meetings: September 20, 2016; October 25, 2016; November 24, 2016

Kristina Laperle, FSLAC Parent Co-chair

kkhkhkhhkrkhkhkhkkhkhkhkhirrikhkhkhhkhkhiiriihkhhhkhiiikx

Guest speakers from the Board and TDSB Educational Partners provided informative
presentations on a wide variety of programs, resources and issues of interest to FSL
students and families.



http://www.edugains.ca/resourcesFSL/PDF/Research/Synopsis_FINAL-1.pdf
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FI Enrolment year over year with highlights.pdf
French Immersion Program Historical Enrolment 2000-2015

Elementary Secondary
School Year SK Grl Gr2 Gr3 Gr4 Gr5 Gré Gr7 Gr8 Age <15 Age 15 Age 16 Age 17 Age 18+
2000 1875 1600 1428 1291 1256 1128 1034 825 739 450 437 361 315 148
2001 1895 1597 1333 1287 1233 1098 1069 854 772 694 641 580 519 240
2002 1793 1632 1379 1195 1231 1085 990 823 793 688 648 570 493 177
2003 1894 1540 1421 1222 1167 1124 1003 852 824 560 569 484 461 102
2004 1919 1641 1353 1281 1203 1076 1034 850 814 646 581 540 464 104
2005 1905 1692 1455 1214 1249 1104 1010 888 814 627 629 566 511 73
2006 1984 1659 1488 1308 1190 1160 1019 837 838 621 594 587 532 93
2007 2097 1713 1476 1372 1343 1107 1073 885 799 619 604 565 559 81
2008 2181 1866 1539 1351 1355 1236 1028 921 830 619 614 568 544 85
2009 2235 1975 1681 1421 1303 1255 1137 916 887 641 581 599 528 59
2010 2402 2070 1786 1550 1355 1216 1169 974 897 674 618 556 571 61
2011 2708 2164 1862 1656 1483 1280 1169 1010 950 677 656 589 529 56
2012 2644 2433 1990 1716 1558 1393 1199 1030 991 728 659 623 557 59
2013 2816 2425 2228 1841 1632 1459 1282 1042 968 749 706 639 587 37
2014 2922 2601 2191 2048 1770 1538 1327 1123 1018 707 730 688 619 27
2015 2922 2708 2371 1988 1935 1656 1465 1195 1134 754 701 696 665 33

Year 2000 Cohort : SK to Grade 3 retention:
1222/1875=65.2%

Year 2006 Cohort: SK to Grade 3 retention:
1421/1984 = 71.6%

Year 2011 Cohort: SK to Grade 3 retention:
2048/2708 = 75.6%

Year 2012 Cohort: SK to Grade 3 retention:
1988/2644 =75.2%
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FSLAC dates 2016-2107.pdf
FSLAC 2016-2107 dates

Date Day Location
September 20, 2016 Tuesday Committee Room A
October 25, 2016 Tuesday Committee Room A
November 24, 2016 Thursday Committee Room A
January 10, 2017 Tuesday Committee Room A
February 28, 2017 Tuesday Committee Room A
April 4, 2017 Tuesday Committee Room A
May 2, 2017 Tuesday Committee Room A
June 8, 2017 Thursday Committee Room A
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