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The Ministry of Education (MOE) is 
reviewing the grade 1 -12 curriculum 
documents for French as a Second 
Language. This includes Core, Extended 
and Immersion programs. New curriculum 
documents are expected in 2010. The 
consultation process began in the fall of 
2008. At the request of the MOE, 
Canadian Parents for French (CPF 
Ontario) participated in the consultation 
on Feb 18, 2009. Parents from across the 
province provided input for improvements 
with a focus on the main goal of parents: 
that Ontario students learn French and 
use the skill with confidence. Among the 
recommended improvements are: setting 
proficiency goals, supporting inclusion of 
all students, basing the curriculum on 
natural language acquisition, adding a 
strand for social skills and cultural 
awareness and tying the curriculum to 
provincial and federal Official Language 
policies.  
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Please join us on May 5th at 7:00pm to 
hear  special guest, Nicole Thibeault, 
speak about the Common European 
Framework.   
 
The Common European Framework is a 
tool for defining, tracking and 
recognizing successive stages of 
language learning in an internationally 
comparable manner. It describes what 
language learners have to learn in order 
to communicate effectively through 
understanding (listening and reading), 
speaking (production and interaction) 
and writing. 
 
The Canadian Council of Ministers of 
Education is exploring the feasibility of a 
pan-Canadian framework for languages, 
drawing on the work of the Canadian 
Association of Second Languages 
Teachers (CASLT) with the Common 
European Framework.  
 
Pilot programs are underway at the 
Thames Valley District School Board 
(London, ON) and at the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Western 
Ontario. The Edmonton Public School 
Board is using the Common European 
Framework to benchmark language 
proficiency levels and the Atlantic 
provinces are moving ahead with 
curriculum revisions based on the 
Framework. The Public Service 
Commission, responsible for 
employment in the federal government, 
is supportive of a Canadian framework 
for official language learning.  
 
Special thanks to Nicole for sharing this 
important development with parents.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
  

Special Guest Speaker:  
Nicole Thibeault, Executive Director,  
Canadian Association of Second 
Language Teachers 
 
Topic: A Common Framework for 
Language Learning in Canada 
 
Parents, teachers, administrators, staff 
and trustees are invited to learn more 
about this exciting development in 
language learning. 
 
Tuesday, May 5 at   7:00 pm  
 
TDSB Offices, 5050 Yonge St.  
RSVP:  fslactoronto@gmail.com 

CPF invited to participate 
in Curriculum Review 
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Upcoming Meeting Dates – Everyone Welcome: 

Tuesday, May 5, 2009 

Tuesday, June 2, 2009 

Meeting notices, agendas and minutes: www.tdsb.on.ca/fslac  

 

 

Email list & Meeting Dates 
This list is being maintained by FSLAC parent volunteers and 
will be used for this newsletter and occasional FSL news for 
interested community members. To get on the distribution list 
or to get in touch, please email fslactoronto@gmail.com 
 
Parent Councils: This email has been sent to TDSB school 
email addresses with the request to forward it to parent council 
chairs. Please share this newsletter with your school through 
your own distribution network. If your parent council has its 
own permanent email address, please let us know at 
fslactoronto@gmail.com.  
 

 

Better Schools, Brighter Futures 
 FSLAC members were consulted on a draft revision of the 
‘Pupil Accommodation Review Policy’ at the Feb 11/09 
meeting. The revised policy is intended to ensure that 
parents and school communities have opportunities for 
engagement that are appropriate for different kinds of 
program and accommodation planning decisions. It will 
clarify what changes are examined at an Accommodation 
Review Committee (ARC) and at a Program Area Review 
Team (PART) and what changes require public meetings 
and notices to those affected. For FSL programs, the types 
of changes which fall under this policy include: opening 
single track FSL schools, changing boundaries and 
moving programs.  
 
 
 

Grade 7 Extended Update 
On-line registration (PARS) is now being used for 
applications to all grade 4 Extended/Immersion French 
programs. For entry to SK immersion in Sept 2009, on-
line registration is being tested at 5 schools. It is 
expected that all SK immersion applications will be on-
line in 2010.  
 
All JK and grade 3 parents receive a notice in the 
backpack with FSL program information. This includes 
dates of program information nights, registration 
instructions and application deadlines. For grade 4 
entry, notices go out in November and applications are 
due the first week of January. For SK immersion, 
notices go out in January and February and 
applications are due mid February. For full details, see 
the TDSB website: www.tdsb.on.ca  : Programs, 
French as a Second Language. 
 
The first step in the PARS system is for parents to 
apply on-line for a PIN number. The PIN is sent by 
Canada Post and then parents go back on-line to 
complete the application. Applications submitted by 
the deadline are immediately accepted to the program. 
  
On-line registration means that the FSL department is 
now able to monitor the number of applications at each 
school. If more applications are received than were 
anticipated then work can begin to accommodate the 
demand in accordance with the SK and grade 4 entry 
policies. Staffing requirements for French are now 
known in time for the hiring and staffing processes. 
 
If there are more applicants than anticipated at any SK 
or grade 4 FSL program school, these steps are 
followed in order to meet demand, wherever possible, 
using the TDSB’s criteria for Expansion and 
Placement of FSL Programs: 
1. If there is less than a full class extra, the principal 
adjusts the staffing model.  
Note: for SK, if this is not possible, applicants will be 
placed in the host school either by proximity or lottery 
and remaining applicants will be placed at the next 
closest program with space. 
2. Principal & superintendent open an additional class. 
3. Superintendent and FSL central staff open a new 
program at a school nearby and the original catchment 
is divided.  
Note: for SK, if steps 1-3 do not provide enough spots, 
applicants will be placed in the next closest program 
with space. Decisions on who goes where will be 
decided by proximity but lottery may be used if all 
other options have been reviewed by a local feasibility 
team which includes the trustee(s), superintendent(s), 
principals, central staff and FSLAC rep.  
 
Where grade 7 extended is available, grade 6 parents 
receive notices in the backpack in January and the 
paper applications are due in February. Placement in 
the Extended 7 program is determined by lottery. 

On-line Registration 
The recommendation to phase out the Extended 7 French 
program was considered by trustees at the January board 
meeting. It was postponed pending: 
 
i) further consultation, including with students who stay in the 
program, 
ii) further analysis of students who succeed in the program, 
iii) completion of the program (curriculum) review by the 
Ministry of Education. 
 
The FSLAC has brought concerns about the process to the 
Parent Involvement Advisory Committee, has provided input 
to the consultation being done by the Ministry of Education on 
the FSL curriculum and will monitor developments on 
Extended 7 as the consultations and analysis proceed.     
 
 


