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COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 
							Committee Name:  Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee
							Date: June 6th, 2017
							Time: 6:30 P.M.
Present:  Sheila Cary-Meagher (Trustee), Catherine Leighton (TRCA), Jessie Sawyers (Teacher Candidate, OISE), Kristen Schaffer (Teacher Candidate, OISE), Bob Spencer (Beach Community Energy Co-operative), Lisa Milne (Community Member) Rachelle Winton-Dean (Community Member), Manna Wong (Trustee).
TDSB: Richard Christie (Senior Manager, Sustainability Office), Kristen Evers (Green Projects Team Leader, Sustainability Office), Esther Collier (Teacher), Peyton Leung (Teacher), and Kathryn Winton (Teacher); Jenn Vetter ( ), Justin Nadeau (Green Projects Team Leader, Sustainability Office)
Guests: Brenda Simon (Earth Day Canada), Linda Naccarato (Earth Day Canada)
Recorder: Kristen Evers (Green Projects Team Leader, Sustainability Office)
	ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	RECOMMENDATION/MOTION

	Call to Order/Quorum 
	Meeting called to order.

Welcome and introductions.

	

	Approval of May 2nd Minutes
	The May 2nd, 2017 meeting minutes were approved. 
	

	Debrief of May 2nd Meeting with presentations from Earth Day Canada, Evergreen and the TDSB
	Kristen Schaffer debriefed the May ESAC meeting, when presenters from Earth Day Canada, Evergreen and the TDSB discussed outdoor play and learning. 

The committee indicated an interest in encouraging the TDSB to create a Play Policy that would assist schools in promoting outdoor play and learning opportunities. 
	

	Play Policy!? A Conversation
	The committee broke into two smaller groups to discuss the possibility of developing a play policy for the TDSB. The discussions highlighted the following:
· Need to have something beyond fear that drives decision making
· Kids have a right to play
· OPAL can provide equality and access – the whole school can be engaged
· Work out of the UK can provide a foundation for developing a policy, however the model is a bit different. In the UK, play policies are localized at the school level
· Insurers will need to weigh in on Board-wide policy
· Play supervision will need to be addressed
· 20 minutes of daily physical activity (DPA) is mandated by the province for elementary students. OPAL could be used during this time

Next steps: 
· A small group will get together in the summer to develop a strategy for proposing a play policy
· Representatives from ESAC should present to the Program and School Services Committee in the fall (September or October?). Presentation could include:
· Research/data to support program
· Good news stories from Pilot schools
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Invite key stakeholders to fall play days and/or Earth Day Canada Symposium in January
	The following individuals have expressed interest in participating in a Play Policy working group over the summer:

Rachelle Winton-Dean
Kathryn Winton
Lisa Milne
Bob Spencer
Peyton Leung

Action: Any committee members interested in joining this working group, that are not listed above, can let Kristen know – kristen.evers@tdsb.on.ca

	2017 Wood Salvage Program
	Justin Nadeau, Green Projects Team Leader with the TDSB’s Sustainability Office
· The TDSB has a large urban forest, made up of approximately 35,000 trees
· The emergence of the emerald ash borer in Toronto significantly impacted the health of ash trees in the city and has required the removal of many trees across the system. 
· Justin shared some examples of how the TDSB has been managing its urban forest. His presentation can be viewed here
	

	Annual Report
	· Kristen Schaffer reviewed ESAC’s draft Annual Report and encouraged members to provide feedback
· The Annual Report will be presented to the Board’s Program and School Services Committee in the fall of 2017.



	Action: Send any feedback on the Annual Report to kristen.evers@tdsb.on.ca by June 30th

	End of Year Self Evaluation
	· An end of year ESAC self-evaluation was distributed to members in attendance. 
· The results of this evaluation will assist with ESAC’s planning. 
	Action: Committee members that have not already completed an ESAC self-evaluation can do so electronically by visiting https://goo.gl/forms/V3ddRSlgNW6EuUdg1 

Complete by June 30th 

	New Business
	· No new business was shared
	

	2017/18 Meeting Schedule and Locations
	ESAC members were surveyed after the May 6th meeting and the preferred meeting locations for 2017/18 were split evenly between Central Technical School and the TDSB Education Centre (5050 Yonge). For this reason, ESAC meetings will continue to alternate between these two locations for the 2017/18 school year.

The following 2017/18 meeting dates were proposed.

	Date
	Location

	Tuesday, October 3, 2017
	Central Technical School

	Tuesday, November 7, 2017
	5050 Yonge

	Tuesday, December 5, 2017
	Central Technical School

	Tuesday, February 6, 2018
	5050 Yonge

	Tuesday, March 6, 2018
	Central Technical School

	Tuesday, April 3, 2018
	5050 Yonge

	Tuesday, June 5, 2018
	Central Technical School




	

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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Co-Chair Message

Greetings!

Jessie and Kristen here, reporting on the exciting business of the Environmental Sustainability

Community Advisory Committee. 2016/2017 has been a productive, progressive and eco-friendly school

year.

Ouir first of five meetings held community presentations about trends in school traffic safety, innovative and
environmentally-friendly student commuting options, and healthy alternative lunch programs. Starting the year
a-fresh, ESAC nominated two community co-chairs (us) and finalized the committee's Terms of Reference.
Moving ahead, the committee made recommendations and provided insight on staff's Environment Report.
Next, we learned exciting trends for re-modelled school play grounds that support loose parts play, increasing
potential for achievement, equity and wellbeing for students. In addition to a presentation onthe TDSB’s
Wood Salvage Program, the 2017 school year concluded with a discussion on developing a play policy for the
TDSB.

We heartily look forward to exploring future environmental sustainability this Fall, as well as discussing and
recommending action to the TDSB. We also look forward to welcoming new and diverse members!

Warm Regards,

Jessie and Kristen
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CAC Mandate/ Purpose

a. To identify and discuss issues of environmental sustainability and climate
change as they relate to the TDSB, by facilitating ongoing feedback from the
community through the engagement of students, parents and parent groups,

community advocacy groups, non-profit organizations, members of the general
public, TDSB staff etc.

b. To make recommendations to the TDSB regarding environmental concerns.
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9.

CAC Activities

Meetings

a. There will be minimum of 6 meetings per school year. The meeting schedule will be set at the

beginning of the year.

b. Members must submit any documents to be printed 48 hours prior to the meeting and printed

materials will be kept to a minimum.

¢. Members have the option of attending by conference call. If this is necessary they should inform the meeting coordinator
at least 3 days ahead of time so they can make the appropriate

arrangements.

d. Occasionally the meetings may be held by conference call, if necessary.

e. Sub-committees/Working groups will be established as required, with scope of work established by the ESAC.

Accomplishments for the school year
1.

The committee provided feedback and insight on drafts of the staff report Fostering Environmentally
Sustainable Schools.

Presentation by Dr. Linda Rothman from Sick Kids/York University regarding Built for Walking: Safe
environments for active school transportation

The TDSB's Environment Report and Improving School Traffic Management report were shared with ESAC

Staff shared the new Guide to Safer Streets Near Schools, created by Green Communities Canada, York University and
the University of Toronto, designed to assist residents in requesting street improvements within the City of
Toronto that can assist in making school communities safer for student travel.

Cindy MacMillan and Emily Thompson from Real Food for Real Kids, shared details on their school lunch program
Committee members learned about current sustainability initatives at the TDSB including the Cycling Education
Program and the EcoSchools Bike Rack Program

Brenda Simon, Director of Play Policies at Earth Day Canada, shared information regarding the OPAL pilot program
with committee members

Heidi Campbell and Paula Gallo from Evergreen Brickworks shared information regarding Evergreen’s efforts to
support teachers through outdoor play and learning workshops with committee members

Miriam Porter, School Ground Design Consultant with Evergreen Brickworks and the TDSB shared information on
the board’s support for school ground greening with the committee

10. Justin Nadeau, Green Projects Team Leader for the TDSB, shared the Wood Salvage Program with the committee
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Motions passed by the Committee

February 7" Jessie Sawyers and Kristen Schaffer were appointed as ESAC’'s Community Co-chairs for the remainder of the
2016/17 school year.
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